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SERMON I. 

God's providential government 
t)f the world. 

iFrom Dr. O u t r a m.] 
J^S A L M XCVII.. Ii 

37^^ X<9r^ /f imgy the earth may be glad 
therebf, 

THE fuperintendency and providence 
of the great creator, over the works 
which he hath made, is a fubjedt of the 
greateft importance to be well confidered by 
us ; as having an immediate influence upon 
our condud, and being of excellent fervice 
to bear up our minds in all the accident^ 
of life which may befal us. 

This dominion and fovereignty of God, 
^d his care and concern in governing the 
world, and all the works that are therein» 

Vot-III. B b 
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2 God^s providential gavemmnt 

is tmpHcd m the fdrm^ psirt of my texx^'^ 
The Lord is king: And Ac iiiflueoce whidi 
the confidcratron thereof ought ta have 
upon our minds, ts implied in the latter 
part— 7i6^ earth may be glad thereof. 

And therefore the method hereby direc* 
ted for our meditations^ is^ firll> 

To REFLECT a Ettlc laqpoo this doc- 
trine of providence* And then. 

To SHEW, Unto what uses thefe con- 
fiderations tend* 

Now the providence of God rs either 

GENERAL Or PARTICULAR. HlS GENE»- 

KAL providence is that by which he con- 
cerns himfelf in the government of the 
whole worM: His particular pravi-. 
dence is tliat by which^ he oarders the ifevecal^ 
affairs anda^libns of hia creatures^ 

As to his general providcnce-1-It Lsj 
concerned in all things and perfume in tho 
world. God is no where unengaged^ noD 
Where uninterefted, or without bu&nefs in 
the world. There is need of him in ailp 
pfaCfes, and over all tliing^.^ 
■ 2 Hence 
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Serm. t gf tf>e ixforliL . % 

Hence God> by fome cf tte ancients, was- 
called the mind of tie uftiverfe ; fuftaining 
and fupponing all things that are> by his 
continual prefence and' power* Hence St* 
Paiul faithi, He giv€thuttt$ ali^ life^ arid breathy 
and ail things. And David breaks out into 
an ailoni^hment upoti this coniideration } 
T&y ri^temfnefs is Hke the great mountains^ 
thy judgments area great deep: O Lord, tbotl 
prefcroeji tHan and'bea/i. Behold the young 
ravens ctf unto him^ and he hears, theif 
cry. The fowls of the air have no trea* 
fure, yet they are rich ; they have no bams, 
and yet they have ftorc; they neither fow 
nor reap, yet they eat and drink by the 
providence of God; in which providence^ 
they have great treafures of riches, and 
plenty of food and nouriflmient laid up. 

Conjider (fays our Saviour) the lilies of the 
feld^ hon» they grow ; they, toil not^ neither do 
theyjpin\ and yet I fay unto you^ that Salo^ 
mon in alt his^ ghry was not arrayed like one 
rf tbefe. God doth not orily feed the hun- 
gry, but he clojrths the flaked alfo ; yea, 
lie deeks the earth every year' with a frefh 
B 2 vefture. 
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4 God^s proi)iJential government 

vefture, and paints the lilies of the ficlcf 
beyond the glory of Solomon. 

And thus God by his providence prefervcs 
things animate and inanimate: he pre-' 
ferves being and ord^r in things devoicl 
of life; he gives food and nourifhment to 
that which fprouts and grows out of the 
earth ; and life and breath to every thing 
that lives and breathes. Upon the con- 
^deration whereof holy David thus breaks 
forth ; O Jing unto the Lord with thankf- 
giving^ Jing praife upon the harp unto our 
God\ who coiiereth the heavens with clouds ; 
who prepareth rain for the earth ; who md^ 
keth grafs to grow upon the mountains \ he 
giveth to the beajl hisfood^ and to the young 
ravens which cry. 

And one reafon, why we may conclude, 
that God concerns and engageth his pro- 
vidence in all thefe things, may be this: 
Becaufe all things are his own. All things 
are God^s. Every creature muft needs be 
his who created it. There is one only who 
i^ of himfelfj and all other things were 
, n>ade by. him, God is an owner every 
vybere, and no wonder therefore if he be 

every 
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Serm. I. of the world. ^ 5 

every way concerned ; he is no where with- 
out an intereft ; he made the whole world, 
and is in the poifeflion of all that he hath 
made, and no wonder, if he engageth him- 
felf in his own pofleffions. 

There \% nothing too great, nothing too 
little for God to take care of. For that 
which was fit to be created, is fit to be pre*- 
ferved ; that which was worth the making, 
is worth the taking care of. And forafmuch 
as all things have him to be their pre- 
ferver now, whom they had to be their 
maker at firft; it is not to be doubted, but 
he is as much concerned now to prefervc, 
as he was then to create them. 

'Tis true, he made the earth the loweft 
of things to tread upon, but he made 
it ftill, and therefore he ftill preferves it. 
Nothi^ng is below his care, tho' he be in-* 
finitely high ; nothing is too mean a con- 
cernment for iiis goodnefs, tho' his hap- 
pinefs need nothing at all. 

And therefore God pities, where we de-t 
%ife ; he is concerned, where we arc care- 
lefs ; God fixes his^ eye, and dpens his 
tas^ where a proud creature hath neither 

B 3 eye 
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^ GoS^s prwidential gwernmenf 

jcyc to fee, aor €ar to hear. The poor ia 
not d€fpUe<i'in God's fight, the needy ia 
not forgotten by God's love, iic doth laot 
ilight the caufe of a poor, helplefs, oppref^ 
fed perfon. The juftice of the poor is aW 
way^ juftke ia God's eye, altho' it be never 
fo feWom in <nan's* The righteoufnefs 
.of the jQpprefled h right hefbre hinj, what- 
ever it be before men ; And that which is 
I a good <:aufe in it felf, is always good unto 
Cod, be it the caufe of who it will. 

Gold w|ci|ghs notbii^ in God's fight^ and 
whole mountains of filver with him are of 
no regards For God righteoufly ju^geth 
every man's right; he fees the afflidionj. 
of the afflided ; he pities the miferie^ of 
the ^miferabfe } he feeafrp the ciying of the 
poor, ftnd the fighijtg of the prtfoner found-' 
eth in his bowels; and ther^ore he for-^ 
getteth not to make returns, but whiiper^ 
inward cotn&rt in anfwer to the cries that 
are made unto him : He made all thing$t 
and therefore he is concerned in all. 

And as he made all things, £b Ije i^ 

Jufficknt for 0U. It is no waidag to his ?ye,i 

to watch aver <very thing; no toil to hi^ 

powcri 
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Serm. If 'ff ilk ^66rU. 7 

poWer^ to <)pd€t w&at lie watcheth of er. 
Hi3 eye neter ^groWs dim ^th ifeeio^t 
nor his lutnd Wec^ of working ia the 
world* He ^A every Where f^refent, uid 
therefore ^hc caifnot but fee every thiiig ; 
and being evefy where at handt it is no 
hindrance, no trouble to hkn, to goVem 
and rule all as he fee6 fit. 

He is not fnatched from one thing, hy 
another fallir^ in the way ; he is not taken 
off from a former afi^, hy the rifing up 
of a latter* former things do not make 
him forget what is to come; nor do the 
things which are to come put the former 
out of memory. Things that are near 
do not keq> him from things afar off; 
nor do things afar off eftrange him from 
things that are near. 

For he is not hurried from place to place ; 
he is not ihatched from one place to ano-« 
^r : The eaft d^th not call him from the 
weft ; nor doth the buiinefs of the fouth 
remove hiifi from tlie north. For be is 
every where at oncCi and At once able to 
gotern all things as one; and therefore 
no wonder iit all| if all things4)e governed 

B 4 by 
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8 God^s providential government 

by him. ' Behold (fays the pfalmift) he that 
I^epeth Ifrael; pall neither Jlumber norjleep ;: 
the: Lord is thy keeper^ the Lohd is thy Jhade 
Upon thy right hand. ^ 

Another reafon of God's general provi-^ 
dence is this; namely, becaufe one thing can^ 
not: be exaSlly governed without the govern-- 
ment of another ; and therefore, he that 
governs one, governs all. 

Man cannot be provided for in all his 
needs and exigence, without the beafts which^ 
man ftands in need of: Nor can one beaft 
be well provided for, without another. Man- 
cannot well live, without the ox to plough 
his field, and the horfe to carry him about 
his affairs. Nor can thefe be fed without 
grafs, nor grafs grow without fhowers, nor 
fhowers fall where there are no clouds, nor 
clouds be drawn up in vapours where there 
is no fun: And therefore the fun muft 
fliine, and the vapours muft afcend, and 
the clouds gather, and the rain fall, and 
the grafs grow, and the ox feed, that man 
jnay be provided for. The care of one 
thing infers the care of another ; for what 
\fy faid di one creature may be laid of ano<- 

- ther^ 
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Serm. L of the nmrlS. g 

ther, which are one way or other ufeful' 
unto us. 

But to go a little further than thus : 
Look up unto the timber of the houfe, or 
look down to the ftones under our feet; 
and thefe muft be governed, in the go- 
vernment of man ; thofe above may fall 
on his head, and knock him into his grave ; 
and thefe below may hit his foot, and make 
him ftymble into it. A fly may choak a 
man, or an unwholfome blaft of air may 
breed an incurable difeafe. Therefore every 
breath of air, every the moft inconfideraWc 
animal, the houfe over our heads, the ftones 
under our feet, muft be governed and or- 
dered by that providence that orders many 
which providence, as it hence appears, con- 
cerns it felf in all things. 

And fo much concerning a general 
providence.— i come now to confider God's 
PARTICULAR providence, by which he 
prdereth the feveral affairs and adions of 
every individual of his creatures. 

In him we live, and move, and have our 
jbeing : We, and all things with us : We, 
^nd all other creatures, being the crea- 

turea 
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lo God^s providential governmait 

ttires t>f die fame creator aUb, who mad<; 
the world and all things therein. 

The growth of die lilies, the fringing 
of the grafs, the cries of the young xaveiis, 
tibe mouking of the fparrow'« winrgs> and 
the fall of the fparrows to the ground, is 
not without our Father, nor without his 
providence, as our Saviour himlelf aflures 
us. from whence we arc inftrufted, that 
even amongft the fowls of the air, there 
sn*e none io inconfiderable, no not even 
tibofe (as our Saviour tells us) two whereof 
»e fold for one farthing, but even their 
flights and refts^ their rife and fall, is mind- 
ed by God : and how much more all the 
ways of man ? For the ways of man are 
before the eyes of the Lord, and he pon- 
dereth all his goings. 

Our ways are before God's eye.; and the 
eye cannot but fee what is before it. And 
all our ways whatfoever are before him ; 
fo that he trieth all our thoughts, aflPec- 
tions, words, and adions; our fleeps and 
waking, our lying down and our rifing 
up, our ends and interefts, our defigns and 
ii£tions, our reds and labours, our rifing 

in 
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in the imocritog, A»d ©ur tying dewi^ at 
tfMght. A«d ©od's eye doth Bot caftnitiperr 
:fipi^:glftricjf, <tofhii0tDK#eupoalteiiui^ 
of PHT a6tioos, fyafi \m^^\firhm^% j)ieifqei$a» 
tfee^teepcrff our thought* anil defign«» and 
-thertforp rhc :ip f^Wj ^to ^od$r 41 our ^e*. 
i«g^ Hfie^e Jb«t jof tfaejprf^het, / tJ^.heri 
Jhiiri^ 4^ h^art^ J t^ry th r-tins^ even 6?^W 
every man according to his way^ \an4 w^fir^ 
ding tQ t^fruii ^ 4hs ^gs. ije /bad 
Jbefort pfut m haixJ (^ui^fen, 'Z6e he^rt k 
fdecekf^d^tf^e (41 things^ ^d dej^erafety fmcir 
M )%^_he, WA9 ca^ k»Q^ \t f And yet hf 
iha4 np iponer a&ed ki but Oo4 anfwers, J 
/«^ i^rdJearcA the hearty 

>Jow the ii^me reajbnf which there sre fer 
XJod's gemrul piKwidefJce, are of equal fcrc* 
jn re%eA pf hk fa^Uqilar pjxxvadence iJi<v 

Thps, AiloBions in the world^ ^re tJ/eiifij^ 

fim ^Mi (r^afures^ God qi*ie the world j 

and whatfoever is 4pt^ in it> is dome by 

fomething that God made, A -^Mt father 

iraacerns hiaifeif in aU the doiugs of Jhis 

ioa : (Hoi^m^h mQreifiiaU.iGvQd JM iQOQDern^ 

.ed, ia the deeds and ^n^tngsi) a^nd in ^ 

lSm «ffiair» iof his creatures. \ . 

Efpe- 
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li , Goits providential government 

Efpecially, if we confider this alfo, Thaf 
the great eft effedis do many times begin in 
the leaft caufes. The fea fprings from little 
drops ; and the clouds that cover the face 
of the fun, and pour down long and violent 
tempefts upon us, do at firft begin in fingle 
vapours, in fmall and invifible exhalations. 
And all thefe are under God's government 
and direction. 

^ Moreover, we arc to confider likewife, 
that God i%fufticient to over-rule all the ac- 
tions of all his creatures. And feeing that 
there is a need that his providence ihould 
govern all things, and feeing that God is 
the rightful and proper governor of the 
World, and feeing that he is, without toiU 
without care, without trouble, fufficient for 
that government ; it is not to be doubtedi 
but that his providence extends it felf to 
all things, and to all the actions and affair^ 
of all things whatfoever. 

And thus having in fome fort illuflrated 
the doctrine of the divine providence, both 
as to God's government of the world in 
general^ and as to the particular ordering 

of 
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Serm. 1. 6f the world. 13 

df the feveral affairs and anions In it ; I 
proceed to fhew, What use we are to make 
of thefe confiderations. 

And, 

!• If God*s providence watch and order 
all things, then let us alfo Imitate it as 
much as we can, in minding every thing 
that he doth in the world. It were not 
good (if it were poffible to be otherwife) 
that our eye fhould fleep when God is 
awake; at leaft, that divine providence 
fhould do any thing which we fhould not 
ccnfider. 

God doth nothing in the world, but It is 
fit to be obferved ; his wifdom is no where 
unprofitably employed ; and he doth all his 
works that we may fee and learn, and great 
wonders, that we may fee and fean 

Every thing that God doth, is moft wor- 
thy our notice. God will be read In his 
works fbmetimes, as well as in his word. 
He expeds that our eye fhould wait upon 
his hand. For (as the pfalmift exprefleth 
it), as the eyes offervants look up to the hands 

of their majlers^ and as the eyes of a maiden j 

unto 
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1^1 Cod^s pmvtdentiaigqvefnmenf 

unto tbe'hand'ofber mijlrifs \ eHenrJh our eyei 
Jhould wait upon the Lord our God^ wail h& 
have mercy upon us. . 

When we are In dj/lrefs indeed, we look 
up to God every moment ; becaufe v^t eve- 
ry moment long for deliverance i But God 
doth as well, and as VfcWfor us many times, 
w'hen his doings do not alarm us in fo 
awakening a manner; and therefore we 
fhould obferve his works at all timesi, one 
as well as another. 

r2. If God^s providence be concerned in 
all things, if he governs all the iflues and' 
events of things ; then it becomes us td 
reft fatisjied with all the determinations of 
divine providence in the world^-^lt is a noble 
patience, and a chriftian fortitude, to be 
content with God^s government of the world, 
and to lay that a6t is well done, which 
is done by God. 

How many are there in the world, who 
quarrel with all that God doth; who are 
always murmuring and complaining againft' 
God's government, accufing his care of 
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tt^refi:,, tifii wifdom of folly, and hU eye 
of overlooking them and their affairs, 

God can do nothiog to pleafe u»^ and 
fhereJfore how fibould men give us fatisfac- 
tiw)iv We are never placed where we would j 
wet are too nHKh on one hand, or too 
ntttch oa the. other;, and the meaning 2X^ 
^ways; is^i we are not fo high as we would 
be. God ^tt never do enough, tho* he do 
every, day too much for us ; and therefore 
we would be repairing every thing, and 
under pretence of ferving God ferve our 
felves. 

But a bleffing light upon that man^s head^ 
who rifes up in the morning and bleffeth 
God for the light, and then fays. Do with 
me, O Lord, this day what thou vrilt ; be- 
hold I ftand here ready for thy fervice; I 
am . prepared for any employment, I am 
ready for any encounter ; raife me: up or 
cail me dowji, fend me to the right or tty 
the. left, r am thine, and lam atthydif- 
pofalj and therefore if thou wilt afHi<9: 
jne, affid me; if thou wilt try me, I am 
content ; if my patience muff ferve thee in 
poverty, behold it is prepared and ready; 

if 
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if my difgrace mull: glorify truth, if my 
fliame muft honour my God, behold my dif- 
grace (hall be my honour, and my {hame 
ihall be my glory, and my afflidion {hall 
be my happinefs, and my fervice Ihall be 
my re\A7ard. This is to fpeak like a man^ 
like a philofopher, and like a chriftian ; and 
not like thofe who are always difpleafed 
with God's government of humau aflFairs* 

3. If God's providence governs all things, 
then let us learn to improve and better our 
Jehes^ from all the tjfue of that providence* 
Let us learn to profit by all his actions, who 
doth nothing unprofitable in the world. 
When the morning dawns, let us thank Go4 
for the day to labour in ; when the night 
approaches, let us blefs him who hath made 
it a reft. If our afi'airs fucceed, here is mat- 
ter of thanks; if our defigns mifcarry, here 
is an exercife of patience. 

If it be well with our friends, let us be 
thankful to the goodnefs of God; but if it 
be ill with them, let us reverence his juftice. 

If we be in health, there is an exhorta- 
tion to labour; if we be fick, there is an 
•dmonition of our mortality* 

If 
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. - If our relatiQfiis 'die,- this bids us to live 
upon God witliout them ; and if they live^ 
this^^ihews us to livfe upon God in them* 
for it was he that provided them for us. 
, If our frieqds* dp us a kindnefs, let us 
bidfs God for. them j. if our enemies do us 
a^^iiyufy, her?, ib; an ppportynity . to blefs 
them for Ood^, even far God's faj^e, and for 
tl^e.fake of the gofpel, which bids:U8, blefs 
them that curfi w^\and do good to them that 
iate^MS^ and pray for tbern^ that- defpite-^ 
fully ufe^us an,d perfcut€ u^. , \ . - 

Thus a iincere chriftian hath fgmething 
in him, to receive every, tiling to his ad- 
vantage j he hath withi^ liim a well of 
living water, which fweetens eyery thing he 
drifijcs, tho' it be th^ dregs of , the cup of 
a^i£tion, ^ 

; Thus every thing that God doth, may be 
improved, and thus doth he intend that 
we fhould i^Qprove by it: for^ as every 
'thipg that, he. Ijath r^w/z/ff/is for our in- 
ftruAion, fo alfp. is eyery thing that h? hath 
^wrought. •.,',• 

' 4. Since th6 providence cff God prefides 

in all human affairs, let us- endeavour to do 

" Vol, III. C ^/^^^ 
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what is plea/hig in his Jight^ His provi- 
dence fares men becaufe flkey are gaodf 
and therefore let us not feek for fahration in 
the ways of wickednefs. 

To fin^ is always a rebellion agaii^ God^s 
nvilli hut to fin, in hopes of gaining an ad- 
Vantage thereby, is tx> blafphetae his 'wif- 
dom too J it is to provide againft the pifbvi- 
iion ofGodt to fecure ourfelves in peace by 
engaging in war againft God^s providence, 
and to hope for that by doing evil, which 
God hath promifed only to doing wdl. 
Let us take heed therefore of doing evil 
that good may come. Let ns never think 
of finning for onr profit, of doing unjuftly 
for our advantage* 

Altho* We fecure our felves as well as 
we can, let us be affured that there is no 
fecurity againft God. He wiH hunt us in 
all our by-paths, he will trace all our 
crooked fteps, he will find out all oar 
falfhood, he will difcover all our deceit, he 
will make tis fools where we thought' to be 
wife, and catch us where we thought to be 
; £ifis, and baffie our crafts into infatuations, 
and tuin our fecurities into dangers^ 

If 
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If rightebttfddl will not de^d us, 
whidi moves by the appointment of God ; 
Jhiow {hould fin eter prated ost wfaodi 
tfardivrs lis out <»f the prote&ioft di divine 
proviiicncc^ A hid ^ufe Will in 4im€ 
bdfool tlie wiibft, and diiarai die l^stttigdt, 
and fuiti the greateft man upon^ei^du 

The wifefi politician is a fool, in oppo- 
fittoii to God } and kgions of armies are 
as nothing, for the defence of an unrighte^ 
ous etid* 

In a few words : Evil is a thiiig utterly 
indefenfible* The fword cannot defend; 
the fhield cannot give proteftion; it break- 
eth the fpear in the arms of the mighty ; 
and fliHnks and hides it felf in the day of 
battle. It is Weak againft its enemy, and 
ftrong againft it felf. So that the higheft 
mountains cannot make a fort^ nor all the 
quarries in the earth wall it about with 
fafety. 

Wherefore, Let us commit our felves to 
God in well doing. Let us commit no 
(in, though it were for a kingdom; noc 
Aep out of the way of righteoufnefs foy 
the greateft worldly advantage. Let us be 
C 2 fa 
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if> hobdty.ks to dare to do ^wcU, and truft 
God; and be content that God's provi- 
dence fhould maintain us without other 
mens goocfe, : and juftify us , without falC- 
hood) and. defend us without an injury to 
pur neighbour^ and. iareuis without the 
help of fin. 
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SERMON IL 

Remedy againft trouble. 

[From Bifhop Patrick's HcartVEafc] 
JOHN XIV. I. 

Let not y9ur heart be troubled: ye believe 
in Gody believe alfo in me. 

IT IS not either finenefs of wit, or abun* 
dance of wealthy or any fuch like inward 
or outward ornament, that makes the dif- 
ference between men, and renders one man 
better than another; but the firmnefs of 
good principles, the fettlednefs of the 
ipirit, and the quiet of the mind. To the 
obtaining of which, all the old philofophers^ 
many hundreds of years before our Saviour, 
did wifely fummon all their forces; all 
whofe leflbns, when they are fummed up^ 
amount only to this, to teach a man how 
to be contented. Socrates was, upon this 
fcore, accounted the beft among them ; be- 
caufe, though he underftood but a little 
C 3 of 
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4f the framp of nature^ yet |ie well undcf^ 
ftood himfelf, ai>d perceived, tb^^t Ue wasj 
fiot the wif^ njao, Aat could read rare 
thing; in (he ftars, ^nd could follow the 
paths of the fua^ and trace all the hea-7 
veijly bodies in the courfe whiph they run^ 
but he that could tell how not to be troubled, 
pither for the want of that knowledge, op 
for aoy other thipg. 

Chrifiianity hath not a i^ew defign ii^ 
^and, but more rare and excellent inftrument^ 
to efie^ the old. What heathens could 
^peafc of^ it enables us to do. And flil| 
|C b as tr^e as ever it was, that nothing 
betrers a man's condition, but thfit which 
rids J^iim of aU his griefs, and eafcti 
him of his troubles^ Chrifiians are not 
^ilHnguifhed itcaxi the ref^ of the world, by 
outward forms a|id fs^ions, or by pro? 
feflSng notiot^ different from others; but 
\}j Ac renewing of their minds, by the 
peaccablencfs of their thoughts, by charity 
and heaveQly-mindedi^fs. And if we 
behold in their minds, as in other mens, 
violent convuliiocis, unfettled thoughts, trour 
ble, and fbrrow} they are ftiU faft bo^od 
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to worldly thingSi they have not attained 
tl^ end of their ChrifUanity, and are but 
little bettered by their new condition. 

That Chrift came to difcharge the mind 
c^ thofe troublefbme gueih ; my text5 and 
many other verfes.of the enfuing chapter^ 
][)ki9ly inform us : The fenfe of which is 
this, Do but believe that I am from God» 
and that what I fay is his mind, and you 
need not be troubled. The faith of Chrift 
is aa antidote 2(gainft bU evil. Peace is the 
prppor rdult, of the chriftian temper* It is. 
the great kindnefe. which our religion doth> 
i^K that k brings us to a fettlednefs of 
i^ind) and a eonfiftoncy within our felves. 

In difcouriiog upoa which fubjeA, I 
§iaU firfl fet forth fome reasons why ai 
chriftian ought not to be troubled ; 

And then lay down foqae rules to keep 
our hearts from trouble. 

For the firft, let us confider, that trouUe 

is a great difparagement to the fromifes of 

the go/pel^ which gives us eafe in every cafe, 

jwleis we refuie to become Ood*a patients* 

C 4 and 
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and will hot ufe his remedies. In cafcrr 
of the prevalency of finj the gofpel faith 
unto u&> th^t fin fhall not have the domi- - 
nion "over U8 ; that the law of the fpirit of 
life in Chrift Jefus hath made us free;' 
that ifahyman fin, we have an advocate' 
with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous, 
and he is the propitiation for our fins. 
To the poor and perfecuted man, it faith, 
the Lord it our helper, and we fhall not 
fear ; and, bleffed are ye, if -ye be perfe- 
cuted for righteoufnefs fake. And (not to, 
Enumerate more particulars) it faith to every 
chriftiah, whatfoever condition he be in. 
Be careful for nothing; but in every things 
by prayer and fupplication, with thankf- 
giving, let your requefls be made known 
unto God. When we fit down therefore 
defpopding, either under the power or the 
guilt of our fins, and think that they can 
never be forgiven, or never overcome; 
when we murmur, or are dejected, becaufe 
w<;pare mean, defpifed, and afHi<fted ; when 
we are impatient for the lofs of our friends, 
or our goods, or the like; we do only 
betray qur own ignorance, or unbelief, or 

idlenefsi 
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idtctiefs ; we cither know not what the 
gofpel . fpeaks, or we do riot believe it, or 
we relblve not to be the better for it, if it 
will put us to any labour; either we, or 
the gofpel, muft bear the blame of our 
trouble and dilquietj either thegofpel cannot 
relieve us, ;or we do ill to* behave burfelves 
as though it could not. Every good chrit' 
tian, no doubt, will accufe himfelf, and 
not the, gofpel : But let him coafider, that 
he cannot do honour to the gofpel, nor to 
bis Savipur, but by ceafing his difcontents ; 
for others will think, that he is no better 
phyficiah' than the reft, who hath no better 
fuccefs in his cure?. 

It is alfo a great difparagement to tie 
providence of God which rules the world. 
If there were no providence, I confefs we 
ihould be deftitute of the greateft reafon 
that man hath, a^ainft fears, and cares, 
and forrows. And he that is troubled» 
would be lefs unrcafonable, becaufe all the 
care would lie upon himfelf, and his own 
flioulders muft alone bear the burden of 
^ery apddent. But feeing we acknow- 
ledge 
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jbsdge^h*. eternal. wt£[iom» an iofim^^ uii<r 
prejudiced nndedbnding^ that governs and^ 
^perintends in.all affair6:; it is.thcgreateiib 
^ily. to be . difquteted^ and to deport our 
;|fe}vea a$'|f we and chance ruled, a}L 

Some have ikia&d themielves with this 
fingle thoti^ty that it is in vain to be 
trbubied; fince )ibing$ muft not be aa we 
will, but as that almighty being pleafes ; 
A cold com^rt, one would thinlk) to be 
content upon neceffily; and yet this fome 
heathens have ma^ty infilled upon, as their 
fupport. Thankif be to God, that we have 
fomething better to quiet us, and that i$ 
this. That the world is governed ncrt merely 
by God's will, but by his wifdom. He dif» 
pofeth all things according to his pleafure > 
but it pleafeth him to do all things for the 
beft. He rules the world, not as an abfolute 
lord, fo that'we Ihould be fenflble only of 
his power j but as a loving father, fo.thai: 
we may be aflhred of his goodnefs. And 
therefore his children 'fliould not be diC- 
pleafed, as if they were none of his family, 
nor within the verge of his care ; but they 
fhpuld comfort themfelveS| that they are in 

fuch 
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fucli fafe liapds^ wlio will do notking but 
with tt^e gireateft: reafoa, 9ud fi)r the mofl; 
excellent enda. 

To lie troubled^ ^eak$ as if God had pro-» 
vided better £^r the beafts than for maiikind^ 
for they live ii» peace within themfelves^ 
and we heai* not df their murmurs and com* 
plaints. And by the fame reafon that wc 
are troubled^ all the men in the world may 
be vexed alfoj and fo none think or fpeak 
well of God, but behave themfelves as if he 
pared not for his rational creatures. Every, 
man may confider^ that God hath endowed 
}%im with an underftanding of fiich a fizCf. 
with abilities and capacities of fuch a pro<^ 
portion, and meafured for him fuch a fortune 
and condition as now he hath. If he is not 
contented, but fretteth within himfelf, tha( 
he is not better ; then fo may another man, 
for he wants fomething alfo ; yea, fo may 
all men^t for they are all imperfect. An4 
ppon the fame grounds, that a maa is trou-^ 
Wed for the want of one particular thjngji 
he may at the next ftep be troubled that 
he is not a king, or that he is not an angel ^ 
^nd an angel may be troubled, that he waa 
f^; |Qa4e fQ ui^derfland more : And fo the 

bcft 
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beft things would be mbft miserable, be^*' 
catrfe they iinderffi^nd beft their av*n wants/ 

In fhort, God*s providence hiath fo cH-dered 
file feveral degrees bf things in the world, 
that none of ^them fhould be troubled, but' 
fiiould mutually hdp and be afliftant unto 
each other in their feveral wants. And fb 
&ere is not the greateft man living, but 
Hands in need of the meaneflr, as much as 
die meaneft doth of him ; juft as none of 
us can live without the beads, no more 
than many of thfm can live without us. 

What things we want, God hath other- 
wife fup^Iied us with ; either iii fome other 
End, pr by fpme other help. Which is zxx 
obferyatipn that we are fo well acquainted' 
withal, that we are not difcontented be- 
caufe we need cloaths, and were born naked 
into the world ; nor do we account that the 
beafts have a privilege above us, becaufe 
fiiey come well clad into being, and pro- 
vided with apparel for all their lives, or are 
armed with horns and hoofs : For God hath 
given unto us reafbn, which is a better 
thing ; and hath made the other creatures 
both to cloith and to arm us. 

' • Now 
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Now fo it is in other cafes : As God hath 

nxade the brutes to help us iii leflfer things ; 

£0 hath he made other: men to relieve our 

greater neeeflkids, to comfort us in our iad- 

nieffcs, to fupply lis in our wants, bo advifeus 

in our diffitakfe^i and to be eyes and hands 

uhto us, if we have howifdomnor ft^ength 

oif ourown; yea his own 5on hath he givc6, 

to make an ufliverfil praviiidn for us. NpW 

when we aflc and refolve our felves, -Which 

is bettei", to come into fhd world with doattaa 

•on our back, or to have reafon ? we fhould 

' afcehd a little higher in our thoughts, and 

'put to ourfelves a parallel cafe, Which is 

bed,' to have all in ourown hknds and folfc 

difpolal, or to have a ftipren^ providehce, 

'*an infinite wifdom to govern ill our affairs? 

When we find the difFerencd between thdb 

twO) let us pot live as if God ruled xiot at 

all, oras If it were better that we did rule 

than .he. '. 

^ .^j '• . " '. ' :• ^>. 71 , -;• - ;' ■. 

I PROCEED now to the fecond* part 6fttrj 
difcourfe, namely, to lay dtiWn^fDme^RtJtES 
td bieobferved by us, in order, to' pi^eferve 
^^ us from trouble. '*'^'- ' - -* ^ ^ " 

And 
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And that we may find out the trtleil 
Iruleft fdr lixt obtaining peace atid iquiet, let 
us^feridully atteiid to this onetotiTiHecatioo^ 
•that evil is mtfo much in thmgi^ its in duf 
feives\ aod if the evil which difqutet^ M^he 
not in oiitward things, neither is the good 
^hich muft give us reft to he fouftd in. theiq. 
AU iinquietaefs ari^s &oUx the miad^ Thitf 
therefore is the firft thiiag we mtift do, naine* 
J7,.get acquaiatance with our own heart^^ 
and fee there the cayfe of all our griefs) 
for nothing will heal us without oiii* feltres^^ 

For want of this eafy obfervation it if ^ 

that men labour for peace, at endlefs ex^ 

tpeneeS) bothof |ains, mott^yj and titnej 

yet never purchafe it* Some feekfot it in 

company and chearful foclety, wiiiih they 

:tfainkcan put away trouble; butftUlth^y 

xonfider not^ that they carry Uie difeaife 

4bout them, which cannot be fo cuted^ 

Others feekfor it 'in a contrary way of a 

folitary life, by quitting the aflFairs of the 

eWorld, and retirmg from fociety; butallrthiti 

while they retire Jiot from themfelves, and 

the evil fpirit which is in them is not 

yet caft out: So while they thought they 

had 
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hod Glided dieir trouble^ tkey did but change 
it; while they fhakeofi^ all| they are dif^ 
quieted, Isecaufe they halve iK)t fliakenoff 
chemfelres: Thdr ofm^feohih opiaions, 
aj^tftes, ipaiBonS) and defires remmn im^ 
mortified; and, though theyflioutd neyer 
-featniiddfldt they wilt hai;te Testation elio^gh 
from thefe. Others feefc for St in trawl, *aii4 
teoMS^Asag from place to :place ; but this WiU 
not eflFt£l: die btir]ine& neit^fi as kivg as 
they have fliemfdves^ in comps»iy. Others 
leave off ibme evil ipradicea, Hirhioh thi^ 
find 4D ^urb them; but ajslopg as the 
hody of fm is remaining, they ai^ not 
fettled. 

'Here therefore we xirafl begin, in the 
ffiortificati!D& of ourfelvet. If we be not 
qiiicted within, every thing in the world 
will make us miferabk ; if we be, then no- 
thing can hann us. ^ If our lalfe opinions, 
tinr^fcnfiible defires, fend fadfe^lioas^un*^ 
grounded hopes, bealiVe; weare no longer 
quiet, than the world pleafetb. Our peace 
is at the^nercy of^very report, of «eveFy 
man's mouthj and adl the feve^alraccideAls 
of evil that -are in the world. If v^ be fick, 
3 and 
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and are afraid to die; if we be in pain, and 
have no. patience ; if we be fix)riled,'and 
are^proud ; if we be Icflened in our ^eftatcs^ 
and are covetous; then nc^hihgrcan Jhelpu$ 
frotn being miferable* But, on the con-r 
trary, if we dp hot fear death fo much as 
an ill life, if we think impatience and mur-- 
muring worfe than any bodily difeafe^ if wc 
think pride to be the- greateft reproaich and 
the higheft di%race, and take bovfetoufaefs 
to be the greateft beggary and the brfeft 
poverty; there is no harm a man can feel 
1)y death, or ficknefs, or fcorn, or want. 

When all the alterations in the world 
will not quiet us, one alteration will; and 
that is, the change of our opinions wn- 
cerning things, and our eftimate of thefioi. 
By this one, more will be done, than by 
ten thoufand changes. Even an heathen 
could fay. Be not inthralled to pleafure 
or pain, to hope or fear, to life or death, 
and thou art free; What he faid in this cafe, 
we may fay in all other; nothing can over- 
come him, that is not firft overcome by 
his own imaginations . and, paflions. A 
man perhaps is poor and defpifed: What of 
that, if he hath not this beggarly thought 
3 alfo. 
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alfo, that riches and honour make a man ? 
Another may have a bad opinion of him : 
But what then ? if he himfelf hath not alfo 
a foolifh opinion, that mens cenfures are 
greatly to be regarded. — ^In every thing, let 
us rule but our felves, and we Ihall be at 
^afe. 

Having laid this foundation, the next 
rule I fhall propofe is this, Know thy dutjy 
and do it. An ignorant perfon, oi' a wicked 
perfon, can have no true peace. Therefore 
we mufi: be inquifitivc into the gofpel, and 
labour to underftand what we have to do ; 
and then refoive heartily, and endeavour 
ferioufly to do it; and, finally, inquire 
what remedy there is, if we fail and fall 
fhort, after thefe hearty and ferious endea- 
vours. Now the fum of the gofpel is this ; 
that we live foberly, righteoufly, and godly, 
in this pfefcnt world. And where after all 
our care we fail ; if we confefs our fms, and 
repent thereof and amend, God is faithful 
and juft to forgive us our fms ; and the 
blood of Chrift cleanfeth us from all un- 
rightcoufnefs. 

Vol. III. D In 
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In the next place ; in the doing of oUf 
duty, let us make a prudent choice of the 
Jitteji means. Prudence faves men a great 
deal of labour in the doing of their duty, 
and a great deal of trouble afterwards; 
that is, it keeps us from being molefted, 
either by ourfelves or others. The purchafe 
of peace is worth all our ftudy ; and if we 
can obtain it by art arid prudent compli- 
ances, we ihall firid that we are gainers by 
our labour. Rafhnefs and violence fome- 
times create us more trouble, than men 
would otherwife have brought upon us. 
We run our felves into broils and tumults, 
and kindle flames about us, when other 
men would let us live in peace, and not 
difturb us. Let us therefore not only be in- 
nocent, and mean well J but wife alfo, and 
manage well. Next after honefty and inte- 
grity, let us ftudy prudence and jdifcretion; 
fo as not to be alike zealous in all things, 
n,or paffionate and hafty in any thing ; but, 
^s St. James advifeth> to fhew out of a good . 
converfation, our works with mccknefs of 
wifilom. 

And. 
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And having ufed our prudence, let us 
not befolicitous about events. This would be 
a great prefervative againft fears of what 
may happen, and againft vexation for what 
is happened. For to what purpofe ihould 
we trouble our felves, either with the one 
dr the other; when all our prudence and 
ikill cannot help it ? Fear indeed betrays our 
fiiccours, and difarms us of our weapons, 
and makes us run into thofe dangers, which* 
our prudence might have prevented. There- 
fore let us do our beft, and leave the fuc- 
cefs to God. 

Another rule conducive to this purpofe 
is, to have a little ejieem of our felves. A 
proud man is never at reft. The leaves of 
the tall trees fhake with every breath ; and 
no man can open his mouth to whifper an ill 
w-ord, but a proud man is dfflxirbed. Where- 
at the obfervance of this rule, will make us 
fay when we are defpifed and vilified, that 
they cannot think fo low of us, as we do of 
our felves ; and then we fhall not be moved. 
It will help us in poverty, ficknefs, and 
all misfortunes, whilft we fay, we are lefa 
D 2 than 
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thirl ihe leaft of all God's mercies. Our 
conceit of our felves is the caufe that ^e 
Quarrel at every thing which happens, as If 
\¥fe Were fuch confiderable creatures, that 
cVfery thing muft be done to pleafe us, and 
Ood muft rule the whole world according 
to dur humour, yea and no body elfe muft 
bfe fer^fed and gratified but our felves. Let vl% 
brit ktww our felves, and all will be welL 
There is no reafotl that fuch poor things, aft 
w% are^ fhould take matters fo ill and un«- 
kindly at God's hands as wc do. We are 
well ufedy tho' we were in a worfe condition* 

Fu R T H E k ? Let us labour to underfiand the 
true nature OTtd value of every things I will 
inftance in a few things : That which is fu- 
ture is uncerlain : That which is born may 
die : That which once was not, may again 
iH)t be. What hath happened to others, may 
happen to me. That Which hath its value 
from fancy, is not iniich Worth. That which 
c^n do us no harili unlefs We wilt^ need not 
hi much feared. That which a man can live 
Without, he heed not covet. Such like rule^ 
a» thefe^ will the coafideration of the nature 
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of things teach us; and being thus inftruded^ 
we (hall find much quiet from many occa- 
fion3 of trouble. 

In the next place, Let us take care to hav^ 
but one rule or principle of our lives ; and that 
is, to chufe only that which Qhrift hath 
commanded in the Gofpel, and to refufe 
only that which he hath forbidden. This 
is the principle whereby we may guide our 
lives, and it will never fail us. Now Chrift 
hath faid, 3e holy, humble, meek, patient; 
hut no where hath he faid. Be rich, be ho- 
noured, or the like. The former therefore, 
and not thefe, we muft always chufe. He 
hath bid us likewife, that we fhould not 
fpe^k evil of others, nor hate them, nor re- 
turn their injuries : But no where hath he 
faid. Do not fufFer afflidion, do not put up 
thofe wrongs, and the like : The former 
things then are thofe only, which we muft 
refolve not to do. And by this courfe it is 
nxanifeft, what a great way we fhall go to 
the obtaining peace. Let us follow fcripture 
and reafon ; and let the world approve of 
what we do, if they pleafe. Nothing is 
D 3 more 
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more troublefome to a man, than an ambi- 
tious defire of every one^s good word. But 
he will find enough to do oftentimes, who 
defires to pleafe a fool ; but, how much 
trouble he fhall have, that would pleafe no 
body knows bQvy many of them, is fcarcely 
to be imagined. He muft nof chufe one 
thing, but ten thoufand ; one thing this 
moment, and another the next ; and innu- 
merable contradidions at tjie fame time, to 
pleafe divert men. Let us therefore con-^ 
tent our felves with this, God is fooner 
pleafed than men. Let us refolve upon his 
^ill, to let that be ours, and to keep it. 
Let us chufe that which no body can hinder, 
no accident caj) forbid- If we cannot do 
God's ipvilj, we can fufFer it. Why then 
fliould we be troubled, when our own 
choice remains intire, and we have what we 
wouJd )iave. 

Lastly : To prevent mifunder (landing, 
it is to be confidered all along, thatthefe rules 
are fuch, ^sfuppofe the ufe offome other ^ that 
have an univerfal influence upon chriftian 
pr4(^ice; fuch as prayer; giving thanks in 
I every 
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every cafe; meditation of heaven and cter- 
tial bleffednefs, of God*s mercy and good- 
nefs, and of Chrift's death and interceffion 
for us. To all which religious exercifes, if 
we add thofe other rational and natural con- 
fiderations, we may be well eafed. 

The truth is, there are no fuch cordials 
as thofe of the chriftian religion. Nothing 
can fupport and comfort us, fo fpeedily and 
fubftantially, as the belief, that God was 
inanifefted in our flefh, and therefore hath 
a lingular love to us, and care of us : That 
the Lord Jefus is exalted at the right hand of 
God ; and that we are members of his body ; 
That he hath a great compaffion to us, and 
both power and will to relieve or fuftain us : 
That we fufFer nothing but what he himfelf 
fuffered ; and are in the way to that glory 
where he dwell eth : And that he will cer- 
tainly reward our patience, fubmiflion, an4 
refignation to him, with endlefs joys. 

Thefe things we muft always have in our 
eye and in our heart. On thefe foundations 
we muft lay the weight of our fouls. Which 
will quiet our defires, and banifh our fears, 
^nd cut off vain hopes, and reftore our very 
P 4 f e^o^i 
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reafon to a greater clearnefs and ftrength. So 
that we fhall be the better able to ufe all 
other helps, for the curing all the fpiritual 
difeafes we labour under. 

What remains then, but our hearty en^- 
deavour, thus to fettle and compofe our 
felves ? Lfet us ftrip our fouls of their former 
conceits, and cloath them with thefe no- 
tions. We muft root out of our minds thefe 
weeds of bitternefs,~highefteem of our felves 
and of worldly things, earthly love, unrea- 
fonable defire, fond hopes and expedatioiis, 
rafhnefs and inconfideration ; and plant ia 
their ftead fuch good pFinciples as I hav« 
been now recommending, and take caro 
that they grow up there. 

The jgovernment of the foul muft be al- 
tered from the rule of popular opinions, 
and the tyranny of fancies and imaginations! 
to the fole command of reafon and religion. 
In this great alteration, let us engage all our 
forces. JLet us think how fhameful it is, to 
get all knowledge, and not to know our 
felves, nor how to enjoy our felves ; and how 
jniferable h? is, that fearcheth into all things, 

only 
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only ncglcfks his own peace, or fecks it 
among the occafions of his trouble. 

Let us difcharge our felves therefore, 
with all fpeed, of our inordinate paffions, of 
raflinefs and hafty thoughts. Let us learn 
our duty, and do it. Let us know God, 
our felves, and the world. And when we 
are once humble, prudent, thankful, and 
heavenly-minded; we fliall not be difpleafed* 
at what God or men do: but fliall pafs 
evenly, and with tranquility, thro' this vale 
of te^irs, until we arrive at the l^nd of 
ev^rlafting bieflednefs. 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON III. 

The houfe of feafting. 

[From Biihop T a y l o it's Serxnons.] 
I COR. XV. 32. 

. . . Let u:^ eat and drinky far to morr<^m 
we die^ 

THIS is the Epicure's proverb, be- 
gun upon a weak miftake, flarted 
by chance from the difcourfes of drink, and 
thought witty by the undifcerning company, 
and which prevailed infinitely, becaufc it 
Uruck their fancy Juckily, and maintained 
the merry-meeting. 5ut, as it happens 
commonly to fuch difcourfes, fo this atfo, 
when it comes to be examined by the con- 
fultations of the morning, and the fober 
hours of the day, it feems the moft witlefa, 
and the moft unreafonable in the world. 
For what can be more unreafonable, be- 
caufe men fhall die to morrow, and by the 
fentence of God are now defcending to 
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their graves, that therefore they fhould 
firft deftroy their reafon, and tien force 
dull time to run fafker, that they may fi- 
nifli their lives fooner, and die like beafts ? 

But they thought there was no life* after 
this ; or if there were, that it was without 
pleafure. Therefore, fay they, now let us 
enjoy the delicacies of nature, and lofe no 
time ; for the fun drives hard, and the 
fliadow is long, and the days of mourning 
are at hand, but the number of the days of 
darknefs and the grave cannot be told. 

Thus they thought they difcourfed 
wifely ; but their wifdom was turned into 
folly. For all their arts of provilion, and 
fecurities of pleafure, were nothing but 
unmanly prologues to death and fear and 
folly, to fenfuality and beaftly pleafures. 

But they are to be excufed rather than 
we. They placed themfelves in the order 
of beafts and infedbs, and efteemed their 
bodies nothing but receptacles of food, and 
their foul the fine inftrument of perception ; 
and therefore they treated themfelves ac- 
cordingly. But then, why we fhould do 
the fame things, who are led by other 
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principles, an4 » ropre fevere inftitutiow, 
^nd better notices of ii^mortality, wha 
underftand wh^at (h;»U h?ippep tp a foul 
hereafter, m^ knoyr that this time is but 
^ paflage tQ eternity^ this body but a fervant 
to the fpul, aud th^ whole man in order tq 
God aod to felicity ; this, I fay, is more 
^nrcafon^ble, tbAO to ^ at poifon to preferve 
pur health, ai>d to enter into the flood that 
we may di$ a dry de;ath ; this is a perfeft 
<:ontradi<5ion to the ftate of good things, 
whither w? are defigned> apd to all the 
principles of a wife philofophy, whereby 
we are inftrufted that we may become wife 
unto falvation. 

That I may therefore contribute fome 
^fliftances towards the curing the eiiferies 
of mankind, *nd reprove the follies and 
improper motions towards happinefs j I 
fhall endeavour to reprefent to you, 

I. That plenty, and the pleafures of the 
world, are no proper inftruments of hapr 
pinefs, 

II. That iutewperauce Is a certain enemy 
to it, making life unpleafant, and death 
troublefome and intolerable, 

I. Plenty, 
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I. Plenty, and the pleafiires of the World, 
are ho pfoper inftrumeiits of happinefB.*^ 
It IB neceflaty^ that a man have ibtne vio-* 
lence doli6 to himfdf, before hii can re** 
beive them. For nature'is boundl are« to 
be free from hunger^ add thirft^ and cold ; 
that is, to ha^e nothihg lijpon us^ thit p^% 
us to pain : igainft which« we are provided 
With the flee^ of the {hteep^ knd the Ikini 
of beafts ; by the waters of the foUntaini 
and the herba of the field. And of tbefe 
ho good man is ^eflitute^ for that fhai'e 
that he can need, to fill tfabfo isippfetites and 
neceffities which be cannot btherwife avoid. 

For it is Unittiaginafolb, that God ihouM 
be a parent, naturd and ind^lgtot to the 
beafts of the foreft, ahd the fiflies of the 
fea, to every herb and plant, and to every 
creeping thing that creepeth tapon th^ face 
of the earth, making his ftolrehoufes always 
to ftand open to them ; and that for the 
chief of ill thefe, even to the nobleft pro- 
du£tion of the creatk)n, he Qioukl have 
UMide no provifion, and only pfroducfcd 
in us vehement iap^ites> and left us to 
chance V)r violtnte to fe^d and x:l{>alh us, 
2 This 
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This IS fo far from truth, that \^e are 
certainly more provided for by nature^ 
than all the world befidesv For every thing 
can miniftfer to u4 ; and we can pafs into 
none of nature^s cabinets, but we find 
our table fpread. So that what David faid 
to God, Whither jhall I go from thy frefence ? 
If I go to heaven^ thou art there ; if I de-^ 
fcend to the deep^ thou art there alfo ; if I 
take the wings of the mornings and fee into 
the utter moft parts of the wildernefs^ even 
there thou wilt find me out, and thy right 
band Jhall uphold me ;^— we may iky it con-t 
cerniilg our table and our wardrobe. If 
tve go into the fields, we fhall find them 
tilled by the mercies of heaven, and watered 
with fhowers from God, to feed and cloath 
B8» If we go down into the deep; there 
God hath multiplied our ftores, and filled a 
magazine which no hunger can exhauft^ 
The air drops down delicacies; and the 
wildernefs can fnftain U9 ; and all that 19 
in nature, that which feeds lions/ and that 
which the ox eateth, that which the fifhes 
live upon, and that which is the provifion 
for the birds, all that can keep us alive. 

And 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. III. ^be houfe of feaftiitg. 47 

And if we confider, that for thefe oa^ire 
hath prepared but one kind of food, and this 
alfo we fometimes fecure from them with 
guards^ and drive away birds and beafts from 
that provifioft which nature hatk-made for 
them, yet feWom can we find that any o£ 
thefe perifh with hunger ; much rather flball 
we find, that we are fecured by the provi- 
fions proper for the more noble creatures j 
by that providence, that difpofeth all things^ 
by that mercy, that gives us all things^ 
which to other creatures are miniftr^ 
fingly ; by that labour, that can procure 
what we need; by that wifdom, which 
can confider concerning future neceflities ; 
by that power, which can force it from in^ 
ffsrior creatures; and by that temperance, 
which can fit our meat to our neceflities. 
^ For if we go beyond what is needful ; 
as we find fometimes more than was pro-* 
mifed, and very often more than we need, 
fo we diibrder the certainty of our felicky, 
by putting that to hazard, which nature 
hath fecured. 

For it is not certain, that if we defirc to 
have the wealth of the Indies, we (hall for 

all 
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all this never want. It is not nature that 
defires thefe things j but appetite, and vio-* 
lence. By a difeafe of the mind we entered 
into that ntccffity; and in that ftate of 
trouble it is likely we may dwell for ever, 
Unlefs we reduce our appetites to nature^s 
j&eafure$. 

And therefore it is, that plenty and plea* 
furcs are not the proper inftruments of fdi* 
city. Becaufe felicity is not a jewel that 
can be locked in one man's cabinet. God 
intended that all men fhould be made happy ; 
and he, that gave to all men the fame na« 
tttral deiires, and to all men provifion of 
fatisfa£fcions by the fame meats and drinks, 
intended, that it fhould not go beyond that 
meafure of good things, which correfponds 
to thofe defires which all men naturally have^ 

He that cannot be fatisfied with com- 
mon provifion, hath a bigger need than he 
that can : It is harder, and more . contin- 
gent^ and more difficult, and more trouble- 
fome, for him to be fatisfied. He that can 
be fatisfied out df nature's flores, may 
defy the pleafures of coflly ambition. Na- 
ture's provifions are eafy j they arc to be 
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gotten without amazing cares. No min 
needs to flatter, if he can live as nature did 
intends He needs not fwell hia accounts, 
and intricate his fpirit with arts of fubtiltjr. 
and contrivancci He can be free from 
fears ; and the chances of the worl^ cannot 
Concern hitai 

. In fh'ort. All Our trouble is from within 
us : And if a moderate fare can cure all, 
our defires, ,fo that we fhall have neither 
thirft, noi* pride^ ndr envy, nor ambition j 
we are lodged in the bofom of felicity* 
And indeed) ito men fleep fo foundly, a$ 
they that lay. their li^ads lippn nature's lap* 
For a plain ptovifion, drawn from th^ 
ftorehoufe of nature, can cure our hunger 
iand thirft : But the moft fumptuous enter- 
tainment cannot fatisfy our ambition^ and 
our pride. 

He therefore that hath the feweft defires, 
and the moft quiet paflions, whofe wants 
are foon provided for, and whofe poffeffions 
cannot be difturbed with violent fears, he 
that dwells nigh to fatisfa£Uon, and can 
carry his needs ^nd lay them down where 
he pleadfes ; this is the happy man : and 
, Vol. III. . E this 
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this is not to be done in greit defigns, zn^ 
iWelUng foil^ncs. 

To get more than- a^ man nee^ he muft 
libour infihitely. Bnt to drive away thirft 
a!Kd ' hifiigerr a ttxan r^eds not lit in the 
fields of the opprefled poor, nor leadatfmies^ 
nor break his fleep, nor fufFer ihame and 
4an^, and envy, and affronts If nien 
did btit kfto'^, what ffeKcity dwells in the 
oottag^ c^ arVirttious-poOT nism, how found 
kfe fleeps, hotsr quiet his^ breaft, how conar 
pofed his miildi hoi* free from care^ hoW 
«fltfy hifr provifioAy bow h^ltMut his ttiom- 
ifjg, how fober his night j how joyful his 
be^trt ; they would never admire the noifiss^ 
ind the difeafes, the throng of paffions, 
ind the violence of unnatural appetites^ 
that fill th^ hottfes of the luxurious, and 
the heart pf the ambitious. 

Thofe which we call pleafures, are but 
Imagery, and fantaftre appearances; and 
iuch appearances even poor men may have, 
tf a man loves privacy ; a poor fortune can 
have that, when princes cannot. If he 
Idves noifes ; he can go to the places of 
publick concourfe, and may glut himfdf 

with 
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with ftraoge faC6S, and flrange tnannersj 
and the wild defigus of all the world. And 
when that dajr comes in which we fhall 
die, nothing o£ the eating and drinking 
tcmaiiis, nothing of the pomp and luxuryi 
imt the fbrraW to part with it^ ^tid fhatnti 
to have d>*elt there -Where wifdoih feidoia 
come$5 tinleis it be to catl^ men to fobef 
cbunfels, to a plaiii, ahd Cst^ie, dnd mor# 
liatural way of living. 

The 1-efuIt is thi^ : Tke private life, that 
which IS freeft from tumult atid Vanityi 
noife and luxury, bufiheft and Ambitiorii 
faeareft to nature, and a juft entertaintnent 
of our ndceflities ; that life Is neareft to 
felicity. 

Therefol'e let ufe learh to defpife the 
fwellings and the difeafes of a difordered 
life, arid a pirotid vanity. Let us be trou- 
bled for no outward thing beyond its merit. 
Let us enjoy the prefent temperatelyi An^ 
then we fhall be pteafed to fee, that we 
have io little fhare in the follies and mife* 
ties of the intemperate world* 

Having thus fliewn, that plenty and 
E a thd 
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the pleaftires of the wofld are no pro{>er 
inftfumenfs of felicity ; I proceed, 

Ildly, To fliew^ further, that intempe- 
rance is a certain enemy to it j making life 
unpleafalnt, and death troublefome and in- 
tolerable^ 

It is an enemy, in the fif ft place; to heaUb\ 
which is the handle by whidb we take hold 
of pleafures, and is the relifli and feafoning 
cf life* For, what content can a full table 
ddminiftcr to ar man in a fever ? And he 
that hath a iickly ftomach, admires at his 
bappinefs, that can feaft upon coarfe fare. 

Health is the opportunity of wiidom, 
and the faireft fcene of religion. It is a 
ftate of joy and thankfgiving ; and, in every 
of its periods, feels a pleafure, from the 
blefled emanations of a merciful providence^ 
. The world doth not adminifter, nor feel, 
a greater pleafure, than for a man to be 
newly xlelivered from the tortures of the 
ilone, or the convulfions of a cholic^ And 
no inftrument can found out the praifes of 
the Almighty fo chearfuUy, as the man 
that rifes from his bed of forrows^ and 
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fe^la from the groans and intolerable aq- 
cents of yefterday. Health carries us to 
^hurchj and makes us rejoice in the com- 
munion of faints ; and intemperance makes 
us to lofe all this. 

But there is nothing that fliewe the ex- 
cellency of temperance, in order to our 
temporal felicity and health, more than 
this; that they who have been guilty of 
excefs, and have left virtue and fober 
cotinfels, and firft loft their temperance, 
and then loft their health, are forced to run 
to temperance and abftinence for their cure. 
Thf n, a ipare diet and an humbled body^ 
fafting and emptinefs, andjirtsof deftroying 
their fm and ftcknefs, are in feafon. But by 
the fame means they might preferve their 
health, by which they do reftore it. 

It is indeed to be wondred j|t, tha(: men 
eat and drink (o much for pleafure fake ; 
and yet for the fame plie^dure (hpuld not give 
over, and betake theinfelv^p to the delights 
of temperance : fince to be healthful and 
Jxoly, is ,fo, grea,t a pleafure. However, 
O^rfain if i^ that no man ever repente4^ 
E 3 th^^ 
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that he arofe from the table fober, healths 
ilil, and with his wits about him ; but very 
'many have tepented, tKat they fat fo long, 
till their health, and their virtue, s^qd their 
'pod was deiMirte4 from them. 

For afs ihtetapcfance is an cneiny to 
health, fo is it alfo to pkqfiire. Whilft a 
'man is (ktisfied with nature^s provifions, 
he can never Waiit pleafure ; but all excef^ 
deftroys it. It is ain ejtcellent pleafure to 
be fatisfied ivith a moderate diet ; and a 
man can never then want pleafure^ when 
it is fo reiady for him, that nature hath 
'fpread it over all its provifions. Fortune 
and art give delicacies i Nature gives meat 
and drink. And what i^^ture gives, for- 
tune cannot take aWay. And if in fatis- 
fadion and freedom from care, and fecu- 
rity and proportions to our own natural 
appetite, there can be pleafure ; then we 
may know how to value the fober and na- 
tural tables 6f the virtuous and wife, before 
that ftate of afflueiicie which a war can leflen, 
arid a tyrant take fe>?^y, or ^ piriate may 
intercept, or a felaft may fpoil, and \^ 
: ' always 
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always contUigent, and is fo farfrofli fatis-^ 
fying, that it d^f oys the sjppetite and ca-^ 
padity of ple^jfure* For he that feafts every, 
day, feafts no day. And however mea 
treat themfelves, fometimes they will need 
>tobe refreflied beyond it. But what will 
they havedFor a-feftival, whofe every day i# 
a feftival ? Even a pei^petual fulnefs will 
make them glad to feek pleafure from 
emptinefs, and variety from poverty or an 
humble table. 

Further: Intemperance is the nurfe of 
'vice. It creates rage and anger, pride and 
fantaftic principles. It makes the body a 
fea of humours, and thofe humours the 
feat of violence* By faring delicioufly 
every day, men become fenfelefs of the 
evils of mankind, inapprehenfive of the 
troubles of their brethren, unconcerned in 
the changes of the world, and the cries of 
the poor, the hunger of the fatherlefs, and 
the thirft of widows. 

And it is ia perliefl: deftvuSHon of wij^om. 

rAman.tiut is wifein the ijiorniftg, and-fit 

ifor bufmcis, ihall by indulgingihia-^petites, 

E 4 render 
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render himfelf, before the even-tide, unfk 
for every honeft purpofe ; the man by de-: 
grees falls away, and leaves a beaft in hi* 
room. 

And now, after all this, do but confider, 
what a ftrangemadnefs, and prodigious foUy^ 
poflefles many men, that they love to fwal-s 
low death and difeafes and difhonour, with 
an appetite which no reafon can reilrain. 

We expert that our fervants fliould not 
^rc to touch, what we h-ave forbidden, to 
them. We jire 'y^a^chful that our children 
fliould nqt fwallow poifoi^s and unwholfom? 
nourifhment ; w^ take care th?it they fliould 
i>e well mannered, and civij, and of fai^^ 
4emeanQr. And we our felve? defire to be, 
or at leaft to be accounted, wife ; ?ind would 
infinitely fcora to be called fools. And w^ 
are fo great lovers of health ; that we wilj 
llViy it at any ra^e. And then for honour ; 
it is that which the children of men purfu^ 
yrith paflion ; it is one of the nobleft re- 
wards of virtue, and the proper ornament 
of the wife and valiant. — ^And yet all thefe 
things are not vfdtied or confi4^i^^d9 when 

intcm- 
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IHtemperance <ialls upon the man, to ad a 
icene of folly and madnefs^ and unhealthi-r 
nefs, and difhanoun 

We do to God, what we would defire 
feverely to punifh in our fervants. W9 
corred our children, for meddling with 
dangers^ which themfelves prefer before 
immortality. And tho' no man thinks 
himfelf fit to be defpifed, yet he is willing 
to make himfelf a beaft, a fot, and a ridi-r- 
culoiis monkey, with the folly and va-p 
pours of liquor. And when hef is high ia 
drink or fancy, proud as a Grecian orator 
in the midft of popular applaufe, at the 
£une time he fliall talk fuch unbecoming 
language, fuch mean low things, as may 
well become a changeling and a fooU 

Every drunkard cloaths his head with a 
mighty fcorn ; and makes himfelf lower at 
that time, than the meaneft of his fervants. 
The boys can laugh at him, when he is 
led like a cri{^e, direded like a blind man^ 
and fpeaks like an infant, imperfect noifes, 
lifting with a faultering tongue, and an 
pmpty head, and a vain and foolifh heart. 

Sq 
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So dheaply does he part with ^his honour; 
for Which be is ready to die, when -it is 
difparaged by another, when himfelf de- 
ftroyg it^ as bubbles perifh by the breath 
bf children. 

Do not thel^ws of efll wife nations mark 
the drunkard for a fool, with the meaneft 
and moft fcorilful punifhment ? And is there 
any thing in the world fb foblifli, as a man 
that IS drunk ? But, good God 1 what an 
intoler^le frenzy hath feized upon great 
f)brtions<of mankind, that this folly fhould 
I)dflfefsithe greateft fpirits, and the wifeft 
»6n, tbe^beft company, the moft fenfible 
x«f the "word ^honour, the moft ji^lous of 
lofingthefttedow, and the moft oorelefe df 
the thing ? 

ils it not an *horrid thing, that a wife, a 
Jleamed, or a noble perfon, Should difhon- 
.our hiiiifelf as a fool, dttftroy hisbody as a 
onurdefcr, /leflcn his dftate as a prodigdl, 
^grace every gtood caufe he is concerned 
rin, and:become an appellation of fcorn, a 
ricene of laughter and derifion ; andall> for 
.tfae^ reward of ^forgetfulneis and madneife ? 
4 for 
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—^for there areihlmmdaerate <3rmldog iro 
other pleafures. 

I flialL coaclude the whole with thciay^ 
ing of a wife man : He is fit to fit at th? 
table of the Lord, and to 'feaft with laints, 
who moderately ufes the creatures which 
Gad hath given hiih; — but he that defpifes 
even lawful pleafures, fhall not only fit 
and feaft with God, but reign together 
with hiin, and partake of l)is glojrlous 
Ifingdom for evert 
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S E R M O N IV. 

The good and evil tongtie. 

r^rom Blfliop Tay l o k's Sermons.] 

E p H E s. rv, 29, 
Jjet no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth j hut that ijpbich is good to th^ 
life of edifying^ that it may minijier grace 
unto the hearers. 

TT E that had an ill memory, did wifely 
* comfort himfelf, by reckoning the adr 
vantage^ he had by his forgetfulnefs. For by 
this means, he was fecured againfl malice, 
und ambition ; for his anger went off with 
thefhort notice and obfervation of the injury ; 
And he law himfelf unfit for the bufineffes 
of other men, and for managing the cares and 
^atrigues that vex the hearts of mankind. 
He alfo remembred this, that his pleafurea 
in reading books were more frequent, while 
he remembred but little of yefterday's 
ftudy, and to morrow the book is new, and 

with 
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with its novelties gives himirefh entertatn*^ 
ment, v^hile the retaining brain lays the 
bookaiide» and is full already. Every book' 
is new to an ill memory, and one long book 
is a library, and its parts return £refh as the 
morning, w^hich becomes a new day, tho* 
by the revolution of theiame fun. Befidcs 
*hefe, it brought him to tell truth for fear jq£ 
(hame, and iiv mere neceffity made his fpeech 
little and his difcourfmgs fhort j becaufe the 
ftorehoufe of liis memory was Iboij ex- 
haufted, and the Ibuntaib of -his knowledge 
grew quickly dry, and left running thro* 
forgetfulnefs. 

He that is not eloquent and fair fpokfen, 
hath fome of thefe coihforts to plead, iaex^ 
cufe of his ill fortune, or def5e£tive nature^ 
For if he can but hold his peace^ he Ihall be 
fure not to be troublefome to hiis company, 
nor markcfd for lying, oi- become tedious 
with multiplicity of idle dsfcoude. He fliall 
be prefumed wife, and often is fo. He £hall 
not feel the wounds dF contention', nor be 
put to excufe an ill-taken faying, nor figh 
for the folly of aft irreeovetable word. If 
his fault be that he hatth not fpokcn ; th^t 
* 3 can 
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(ban at dtiy timebeimokled : but if he finned 
hi ^eaklng^ it cannot be imfpokeii agaiiii 
Thus he efcap^a the dilhonour of not beings 
believed, and the trouble of beings fafpe£):ed4 
lie&ali nsvet feait the &ntenc& of judges, 
tiM the decsees of coiuts, high reproacbea^ 
ttr the angryi worda of the proud, or thd 
CDntradii^on o£ the ^fputers of thia worlds 
By ^iefe, and m^nj other advantages, 
he that hdkis bis peaee, and be that cannot 
fyakf ina^ pleale themfelves; a^d the)^ 
niay at leaft have the rewards and effefts of 
foUtarindiu if thgtf taifs foi^ie df the plea-^ 
fures df fociety. 

. But by the uJfe of the tongue. God hath 
diftingulfhed us fi?cijai beads; and by the 
trdl or ill ufing itt l^e ai'e diftingui^bed 
from one iq^en Add therefore tho' filenc^ 
be innocent as death, harmlefs as a rc^e^s 
breath to a diftant pafletger ; y€t it is ra-« 
thef d^ flate of death than of life« I^anguage 
ia the band of human intercour^^ 4nd makes 
men apt to unite in^cieties. By voices and 
converfation, by queftictns and anfwers, by 
ooutifel and teproof, by prayers and praifes^ 
Vfc ferve God^s gloryi and the neccflities of 

men* 
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men. And/ by the Unigue^ our tabfei ard 
made tx> dtffiet from mangers^ our cifeiei 
from <kfart^ji our ebuijchp^ ftom hcrdt o£ 
beaftst and flocks of i^^ Hmh coinejdi 
by hearijlgf^ ^n^ heftrkig by tl|« wq»4 of 

aiigeUt Axfd (he; bleiled i^k ita 19 ii«tvei9i 
c«afe not D%bl ai»i day f<om fiqgiog gk^y 
«>. Him that fitteth on the throne, and to the 
lamb for eref and eirer. And then our era^ 
ploy«Gi€bt£baU b^gloitiou»a$ Qiir ftale> v^hcn 
oiir fiongu^ iksil to eternal a(g«9 fing pt ai^ 
to our Red^cner* 

And thereforef 5nce natute hath taught 
nft to ^eaky apd God requires it^ and ouf 
thankfukiefa obligeth u$, andourneceffitie$ 
engage us, and charity fometimea calls for 
it) and innocence is to be, defended^ and we 
are to^akin the caufe of the opprefied^ 
and open our mouths in the caufe of God, 
and it is always a feafonable prayer that God 
would apsti our lips that our mouth may 
fliew forth his praife ; it concerns us to take 
care, that nature be changed into grace, tii6^ 
ceffity into choice, that while we i^eak the 
|;raitnefs of God, and minifter ta the needs 

of 
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of our ridghbour, and do the works of lifer 
and religion, of foeiety and prudence^ we 
may be fitted to bear a part in the fongs of 
angelsi when they fhall rejoice at the feaft 
tif the marriage fafp^f' rftbe iamb. 

But the tongue is a fountain both of bktei* 
waters, andofpleafant; it fends forth blef- 
fing, and curfing ; it praifes God^ and rails 
at men; it is fometimes fet oii iire, and then 
ft puts whole cities in combuftion> it is xm^ 
tnlji and no more to be refh*ained than the 
breath of a tempeft; it is volatile and fugi*-< 
tive; reafon fhould go before it, and when 
it does not, repentance comes after it ; ^ it 
was intended for an inftrument of the divine 
praifes, but is perverted to the porpofes of 
iin and {hame< \ 

We are all naturally lovers of fpeccbi 
more or lefs ; and God reproves it not, pro- 
vided that we be alfo wife and material, ufe* 
fill and prudent in our di^urfes. For fince 
ipeech is for oonyerfation, it ought to be 
charitable and profitaUe ; it fhould be with*^ 
out fin, but not without profit and grace to 
the hearers ; and then it is as God would 
have it. And this is the precept of my text: 

Firft 
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firft tellifig us what we ihould avoid, and 
then telling us what w« (hould purfuc ; 
wh?it our- difcoiaife ougAt not to be, and next 
what it ought to be. Therefore, Lfliall 

I. Kfcourfe of the vkes of the tongue, 
from tt^ former part of my text: Lb* 
no corrupt communication proceed out if 
your mouthy 

II. Of ite duty and proper employment^ 
froRi tbci latter words ; But that which 
is gopd to tbeiufe tf edifying^ that it may 
mincer grace unto the beareru 

I. Let .u& coiaiiider; the .vices of the tongue : 
Let no corrupt commumcatioH proceed out tf 
your mouth. — rBy this are forbidden all flan-* 
der, calumny, and detrad:ion; all vain, 
trifling, ufelefs, and irtipertinent conver- 
fation. 

As to the quantity of our difcourfe, there 
can be no certain meafiure, or juft rule pre- 
fcrlbed for it. It is as lawful, and fome- 
times as prudent, to tell a long ftory as a 
(hort; and two as well as one ; and fome- 
times ten ad w'ell as twa All fuch dif- 
courfes. are to take their eftimate by the 

Vol. III. F matter 
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matter and the eridi and can only be altered ^ 
by: their, circumftanccs add appendages. 
Much fpeakiilg \b fotnettmes fteeeflary, 
fometimes ufefbl, fometimes pleafant ; and 
when it is none of all this, tho' it be tedi- 
ous and imprudent^ yet it is not always cri- 
minal. 

There are certain ages and teiripers that 
are more rnclinable than others, to exceed 
in the meafures of prudence and civil con- 
verfation. Young perfons, and thofe who 
are old, are both of them concerned to fe- 
parate from themfelves the common reproach 
oi their age ; that modefty of fpeech be the 
ornament of the youthful, and<^ referyed 
difcourfe be the teftimony of the old man*i 
prudence. A youftg man, it hath been ob- 
fcrved, is a talker for want of wit, and an 
old man for want of memory ; for while he 
remembers the things of bis youth, ^nd not 
how often he hath told them in his old age, 
he grows in love with the trifles of his 
youthful days, and thinks hi& hearers muft 
do fo too; but he eftablifheth his folly, and 
by driving to bring reputation to his firft 
days, he lofes the honour of his 1^(1. 

But 
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But this thing is confidcrable to further 
iffues. For tho' no man can fay, that much 
fpeaking is a fin^ yet firi often accompanies 
it, or follbws after it. For it is ithpoffiblc 
but a long and frequent difcoutfe mttft be 
fcrved with matiy paffions, and they are not 
always innocent. For he that loves to talk 
much, muft fcrape up materials of all kinds. 
Some talk themfelves into anger ; and fome 
furnifh out their difcourfes with the lives of 
others^ They cenfiire or detract, or clfe 
they flatter themfelves^ and tell their ow: 
fiories with friendly circumftances, an 
pride creeps up the fides of the difcourfe! 
In fhort^ felf love and flattery, malice and 
fpite, impertinence and vanity, ufually wait 
upon much fpeaking. And the reward of it 
is, that the perfons grow Gontemf)tible and 
troublefome, they engage in quarrels, and 
are concerned to anfwer exceptions. Some 
will miftake them, and fome will not believe 
them, and it will beimpoflible that the mind 
fhould be perpetually prefent to perpetual 
talkers, but they will fprget truth, and 
themfdves, and their own difcourfes. 

F 2 But 




Digitized by VjOOQL C _ 



69 The gbod and evil tongue. 

But in all the ways in which a man can do 
good to himfelf, op to his neighbour, he 
hath his liberty. He is only to fecure his 
words from being criminal, and then he 
may reckon it lawful to difcourfe freelyi 
whilft he can inftru£l;, or even pleafe hia 
neighbour. He may difcourfe himfelf into 
a friendihip, or help to preferye it. He may 
ferye the works of art or nature ; of bufi- 
nefs, public or private. He may increafe 
learning, or confirm his obfervations,. He 
may ferve the ends of civility. He may 
fpeakthe praifes of the Iiond, by difcour- 
fing of any of the works of the creation* 
He may counfel or teaqh, reprove or admo-: 
nifli, inculcate a precept, or difgrace a vice* 

But, generally, man's life is too Ihortfor 
long diffourfes. However we may bp 
weary of fomc parts of our time, yet we are 
impatiently troubled when all is gone* And 
we tnuft account for ^very portion of it* 
No man, theirefore, ought to think it ajight 
matter, that he fpends his time in imperti- 
nent difcourfe ; or to be weary of that which 
flies away too faft, and canntot be recalled ; 
fb as to ufe arts and devices to pafs the time 

away 
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away in vanity, which might be better fpent 
in the interefts of eternity. Time is given 
us to repent in, to appeafe thetlivine anger, 
to prepare for and haften to the fociety of 
angels, to ftir up our devotions, to forrow 
for our iniquities, and to ii^h after and 
work for the reftitutionof ourfpiritual ftate. 
And the reward is very inconfiderable, that 
exchanges all this for the pleafure of imper- 
tinent difcourfe. And indeed this is an 
evil that caanot be avoided, by any excufc 
that can be made for words that are ufelefs^ 
tho' in their own n?iture they may be inno- 
cent, They are a throwing away fomething 
of that which is to be expended for eter- 
nity ; and put on degrees of folly, accord- 
ing as they are 'tedious, and expenfive of 
time to no good purpofes. 

Againft thfefe^ prudence is no guard. 
Prudence, indeed, gives us rules, and pro- 
portions out our meafures, and prefcribes 
us cautions ; but he that is given to talk, 
cannot be fecured by all this. The volubi- 
lity of his tongue is beyond the limitation 
of rules ; and therefore it is, that folly 
breaks out on one fide, and mifchief often 
F 3 enters 
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enters at another. A little pride, and a 
great deal of vanity, will foon efcape, whllfk 
the man minds only his owti difcourfe, and 
not that impertinent humour, which the 
Revere man that flood by, did obferve, and 
'psras afhamed of. Many men hate to be 
Contradided, or interrupted, or to be difco- 
vered in their folly. And fome men, being 
a little confcious, and not ftriving to amend 
by filence, make it worfe by talking of it. 
A long ftory of themfelves ; a tedious praife 
of another to do themfelves advantage ; a 
declamation againft a fin, to undo the per- 
fon, or opprefs the reputation of their neigh- 
bour ; unfeafonable repetition of that which 
pelther profits nor delights; trifling con- 
tentions about matters of no moment; anger 
and animofity, fpite and rage, fcorn and 
|-cproach, begun upon queftions which con- 
cern neither of the parties; fierce difpu- 
tations; ftrivings for what is paft, and for 
what never (hall be ; tbefe are the events of 
the loofe and unwary tongue. 

But fo much may fuffice for the vices of 
the tongue j I proceed^ 

Ildly, 
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Hdly, To coafider its duty and proper 
employment : — But that which is good^ to 
the ufe of edifying^ that it may mnifiar grace 
to the bearers p 

We muft fpeak that wbkb is good j any 
thing that may fenre the ends of God and 
of our neighbour, in the meafures of reli- 
gion and ufefulneis. But it is here as iii all 
other propofitions of religion. God, to ua^' 
\7ho are in the bodyy and conduded by out- 
ward objed:s9 and who underiland nothing 
but what we feel, or is conveyed to us by 
the proportions of what we have or do,— 
hath given a religion that is fitted to our con- 
dition and conftitution. And therefore when 
we are commanded to lov^ God^ by this love 
he uijderfbnds obedience ; when we are com- 
manded to honour God, it is by reciting his 
praifes, and doing things which caufe repu- 
tation and honour i So here, when we are 
commanded to fpeak that which is goody it 
is inflanced in fucib good things which are 
really profitable, and pradically ufeful. And 
here the meafures of God are efpecially by 
the proportions of our neighbour. And 
tl>ereft)re, tho* fpeaking honourable thiqg9 
F 4 ^f 
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of God be an j^nploymcht tha^ dofh honour 
to^ our tongues and voices; yet we mull 
order tbemXo^ as may beft profit our neigh- 
bour. It muft htjbr the ufe of edifying ; fuch 
edification as is^^ needful tp every man's par- 
ticular cafe x Tliat ie, we thuft fo order our 
communication, that it b^ apt td inftruft 
the ignorant, to ftrcngthen the weak, to i^- 
call the wanderer, to reftrain the vicious, (q 
comfort the difcQufolate^ to J^peik a word in 
feafon to every man's neceffity, th^t it may 
minijler gfuct unto the i&f^z^^hf,-T-^fomdthing- 
that may pleafe and pmfit:thcm> according 
as they (hall need. AIL which may be fe-? 
dnced to three: particulars ; namelyi 
"TohJirtiB^ 

And to comfort. 

First, our converfation muft be for 
inftruBion^ It muft be apt to teach. For 
fince alKour hopes on our part depend on 
our obedience to God, and < conformity to 
our blefled Saviour, by whom our endeavours 
are fandtified and accepted ; and our weak- 
nefles are pardoned, and all our obedience 
I relies 
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jTielies upon^ ^ad Is encouraged ^nd grounded 
in faitlx; and&ith is founded naturally and 
primajrily in the underftunding ) — it i3 oot 
only reafonaWy to be expeded, but we find- 
it in experience, that in weak and ignorant 
underftandingsr there am no fufficient fup^ 
ports for the vigorbufnefs! of an holy life j- 
there being nothings - or inot enough, td 
warrant smd ftrengthen great refohitionst 
and reconcile our affections to difficulties^ 
Therefore he that inftnifts his brother in 
notices of faith, and fpiritual dodlrines, en- 
ables him towards the work and practices of 
an holy life. And tho' every argument 
which the fpirit of God hath made and re^ 
corded in holy fcripture, is of it felf induce- 
ment great enough to endear obedience; 
yet it is not fo in the event of things, to 
every man's infirmity and need ; And there- 
fore he that will comply with his brother's 
neceffities, muft endeavour by all means, to 
lay up treafures and notices of inftrudtion in 
his brother's foul, that by fome argument 
or other he may be met with, and rendered 
wife unto falvation* 

The 
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The next inftanceof edification is reproof. 
We muft^itf proper feafon, and juft mea. 
fiire, reprove our finning brother* For the 
wounds cS a friend are better than the kifles 
of an enemy (fays Solomon) : We imitate 
the office of the grtat fliepherd of fouls, if 
^e go to feck and fave that which vras loft. 
And it is a fearful thing to fee a friend go to 
hell undifturbed, when the arrefling him in 
his progrefe may poffibly make h;m to re«- 
ti|rn. This is a courfe that will change our 
vile inclination of judging and cenfuring 
others^ into an ad); of charity ; it will alter 
flander into piety, detradion into counfel, 
revenge into friendly and moft ufeful offices. 

He is a miferable man, whom none dare& 
tell <rf his faults fo plainly, that hepiay un-i» 
derftand his danger. And he that is afhamed 
or impatient of reproof, can never become 
a good frien^ tojuiy man. 

It is IK) flume to be reproved, l?ut to de^ 
feme it. And he that defer ves it, and is re- 
folved to dofo ftill, fliall increafe His fliame 
ipto confufiqn, and bring upon himfelf a 
forrow bigger than the calamities of war, 
and plagues, and hofpitals, and poverty. 

He 
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He only is truly wife, and will be cer- 
tainiy happy that fo underftands himfelf and 
hates his fin, that he will not nyrfe it, but 
get to himfelf a reprover, whofe warrant 
Ihall be liberty of accefe, whofe thanks ftial! 
be amendment, and whofe entertainment 
ihall be obedience* 

Lastly : Our converfation muft be apt 
to comfort the difconfolate ; than which, in 
this life, men can feel no greater charity. 
For fince half the duty of a chriflian confifb 
in fuflFering ; and the infinite variety of pro- 
vidence, and the ' perpetual adverfity of 
chances, and the dilTatisfadlion and empti- 
nefs that is in things themfelves, and the 
wearinefs and anguifh of our fpirit, do call 
us to the trial and excrcife of patience, even 
in the days of fun-fhine, and much more in 
the violent ftorms'that fhake our dwellings, 
and make our hearts tremble ; — God hath 
fent fome of his creatures into the world, 
whofe office it is to refrefh the forrows of 
the poor, and to lighten the eyes of the dif- 
ponfolate. He hath made fbme things, whofe 
powers are chiefly ordained to comfort; 

wine 
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wine and' cordials, focietyvand variety; ^nd 
time it felf is checkered with black and 
mrbite; Stay but till to morrow, and your 
prefent forrow will be weary, and will He 
dowoi to reft. 

But this is not all ; The third perfon of 
the holy Trinity, is known to us by the 
name and dignity oithe Holy Ghofi the com-- 
Jitter n And God glories in the appellation, 
that he is the Father of mercies^ and the^ 
God rf all comfort. And therefore to mi- 
Bifter in the office, is to be like unto God^ 
and to imitate the charities of heaven, 

And God hath fitted mankind for it, 
Man moft needs it; and he feels his bro*^ 
ther's wants, by his own experience. And 
God hath given us fpeech, and the endear-n 
meats of fbciety, and pleafantnefs of con- 
verfation, and powers of feafonable dif- 
cDurfe, arguments to allay the forrow,-?— by 
abating our apprehenfions, and taking out 
the fting, or exciting our hopes, or urging 
a precept, and reconciling our afFe£tions, 
and reciting the divine promifes, or chang- 
ing the afflidion into duty, or making the 
burden lefs by comparing it with greater, or 

by 
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~by proving k to be lefs than we dcfcnrc> and 
that it is fo intended, and may become the 
inftrument of virtue. 

And certain it is, that as nothing can 
better do it, fo there is nothing greater^ for 
i«rhich God made our tongues, next to re- 
citing his praifes, than to minifter comfit 
to a weary foul. 

This is that communication which is ufe^ 
fill indeed, for the fatisfadion of our needs; 
and is the greateft and moft holy charity : 
It is, moft emphatically, that wbicb is good^ 
to the ufe of edlfyingy that it may minifier 
grace unio the hearer^. 
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SERMON V. 

On the goodnefs and condefcenfioil 
of the divine providence. 

[From Dr. C l a c e t t's third rolume.] 
PSALM VIII. 3, 4. 

When I confider thy heavens ^ the ^work of 
thy fingers ; the moon and the ftars which 
thou ha/i ordained: 

What is man that thou art mindful of him ; 
and the fon of man that thou vifitefi him ? 

IF thofe who deny a providence, had 
any good grounds for their pretence; 
they would have reafon to charge all divine 
worfhip with folly. It would be abfurd to 
pray unto God, if we knew that he heard 
us not ; or daily to praife him, if no day 
we receive any good from him. If he be 
not concerned in the good or evil that be- 
fals us, nor regards either what we do or 
fufFer, but leaves us to chance to be happy 
or miferable; it would be unaccountable 

and unreafonable to worftiip him. 

Some 
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Some have imagined, that it is inoon- 
fiftent with the quiet and happineis of God» 
to attend to ihe^ innumeraUe. paSages, and 
intricate affairs of human life ; that a mul- 
titude of bufinefs wx>uld molefl him, and 
perjpetually interrupt his repofe.— Which b 
meafuring the power of the creator, by the 
weaknefs of the creature; and drawing 
conclufions concerning God, £rom the in- 
fufficieocjr we find in our felves : that is» 
becaufe we cannot attend to a great many 
things^at once, without iitieafinefs, and {xAi» 
citude, and (Mflra^tion ; becaufe we are apt 
to be tired with multiplicity of bufinefsf 
and many times want means to bring our 
defigns to pafs^; and meet with crofles and 
difappointments in one buiineis, while we 
are attending upon another ; therefore, they 
fuppofe, neither can God, who is infinitely 
wife and powerful, govern and difpofe, and 
over-rule the affairs of men, without the 
like trouble to himfelf; as if we might 
fancy that to be true of God, who is infi-* 
nitely perfect, which is true of us, becaufi 
of our imperfedlions. 

Others have fuggefted, that the. high 

dignity. 
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d^ity^ and infinite inajeft|!: of.Odd, makes 
it unbecoming him> and unworthy of hiiri^ 
lo mind the affairs of men j that he wmild 
i^oop baieaith himfelf i?mh great indec«icc> 
if he fhouldl>e any way concerned in the 
good or evil of thinga infinitely below him \ 
arid thercfore,J:hattliefuppoftfion of a pro- 
vidence is as diihonourable.to his greatnefs^ 
as it is incodtififtenC with his bappincfs. 
, Now we muft acknowledge indeed, »that 
there is an infiriite diftance between God 
and us; between his majefty and grc^atneft 
and infinite perfiJdioffis joae.fh^. one fide^ 
and our finite natwes on tl« .other. There 
is no place for comparifon.. So that one o£ 
thefe two conclulioD^ is obviaus enough to 
be made; either that we are fi> unworthy 
of his providence^ ^ that he takes no notice 
of us, and then it were folly and prefump* 
tion to worffaiphim; or elfe, if he doth 
obferve, and govern us, and by his provi* 
dence interpofe in all things that befal us> 
that we are then, in confideration of his 
infinite perfedions, and incomparable great-i- 
nefs and majefty, to acknowledge his good-' 
riefs and beneficence, wkh^moft humble 

and thankful praifes. 

The 
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The former is the conclufion of the fen- 
fual and voluptuous ; the latter, of religious 
perfons, as particularly, of the pfalmift ia 
this place. When I confider fhy heavens^ the 
work of thy finger Sy the moon and the fiars 
which thou haji ordained \ what is man that 
thou art mindful of him^ and thefi>n of man 
that thou vifitefi him ? 

And now the queftion is, which of thefe 
two conclufions is moft reafonably inferred, 
from the confideration of our meannefe, in 
comparifon to thegreatnefs of God; whether 
that there is a providence at all, or a won-^ 
derful goodncfs in providence ; whetl^er wp 
are quite to difbelieve aod deny it, or grate*- 
fuUy to acknowledge it* 

I ftiall ftxCTV, jthat the latter inference i^ 
to be made, and l?y no means the former. 
For from God's infinite greatnefs and ma- 
jefty it doth noj: follow, that l>e difregard$ 
or difdains us his creatures, who are fo very 
mean in comparifon of him ; but flill it 
holds true, that he exercifes a kind and 
careful providence over u?. 

There are threfe evidences, particularly, 
<?f a good providence over man : namely, 
^he dominion that is given him over all the 

yoL, III. G othfr 
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other creatures in the world. The pkntiful 
fro'oijion that is Made for his weti^ieing in 
the world. And the dmm inferpofal in the 
government of the refi if the world for bis 
benefit. 

The Fifft argument is, manU dominion 
dver all the creatures upon this earth ; which, 
as it was given him, when he was firft 
ixiade, fo hith ever be^n continued to him. 
And this dignity (tf «ian> to which he 15 
raifed, I mention in the fifft pkce, becaufe 
it was the pifticular Obfervation of the 
pfalmift hercj Upon which he concluded, 
that in that rtieafure of reffW^ft^ which we 
have from God, who ari dwellers upon 
earth, we come neaf to ibe principalities 
^nd powers in the heavftily places : For 
thou hajl ffiade him a Mle l^iwfT than thi 
angels^ and hdfi crowned him with ghry and 
honour. We trt princes in irefpe^k of tlift 
reft of this lower World : ^hoU madefl him 
to have dominion oter th^ works tftby hands i 
thou haft put all things infubjeSlim undir his 
feet^ all fhcep and oxen, ye^s ^^d the beafis 
§f the feldy the fowl of the aif^ and the 
fijhes of the fea^ and ibhatfoever walketb 
through the paths of the feas. 

And 
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And fince man is conftituted lord of this 
inferior world, that is, is fet over the ani- 
mals of the vifible creation ; this fliews that 
we are regarded of God, next to the inha^ 
hitants of th^ invifible world, even with a 
care and refpedl anfwering that high ftation 
God hath afligned to us in this world, and 
fuitable to our fovereignty over the reft of 
the creatures • 

And this moft evidently appears, by the 

' Second teftimonjr I mentioned of the good- 
xiefs of providence towards man, which is 
indeed a very fcnfible proof of it j and that 
is, TChe plentiful provifion God hatb made 

for our welfare and happinefs in this world. 
For as God hath (:rowned us with glory and 
foonour^ that is, made us princes in refpefl: 
of the other creatures, fo accordingly we 
^re honourably provided for by his liberal 
hand; and we have a piagnificent and 
princely allowance from him, for the fup- 
port of our dignity. 

And this bountiful goodnefs of God to 
mankind, St. Paul takes notice of to us, 
where he tells us, that God hath given us 
rain from heaven and fruitful feafons^ filing 
our hearts with food and gladnefs : And. 
G 2 agaim 
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again, that he giyetb us richly all things . 
to enjoy. 

This is certain ; God who made man to 
have dominion over the work of his hands, 
hath placed him in this lower world (which 
he hath fo vaftly replenifhed with the efFeds 
of his wifdom, power, and goodnefs) to 
enjoy the benefits of the creation, that man 
might be delighted with the order and 
beauty, and ferve himfelf with the plenty 
of all things. And with exceeding delight 
did the pfalmift contemplate the fundry 
kinds of beings put in fubje<flion to man, 
with which the world is ftored ; as likewife 
the plenteous abundance of air, and water, 
and light, and food, and all requifites for 
his fubfiftence: Lord^ how manifold are 
thy works ; in wifdom ha/l thou made them all\ 
the earth is full of thy riches^ fo is the great 
and wide fea. 

And therefore furely we fliould make, 
fome true judgment, of the care of the 
divine providence over us, did we duly 
furvey the whole creation within our view, 
and confider the great variety of beings of 
which it confifts, and wherewith it is fur- 
pilhed and adorned. This feems to be one 

grea| 
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gteat part df the defign of the firft chapter of 
Oenefis ; which doth not barely defctibe the 
glory of the creation, but prefents us with 
a lively account of the divine goodnefs to 
mankind^ for whdfe ufe it wa4 fo much 
intended. For after that, at God^s word, 
the feveral kinds of things had fpfung into 
beingi l^et there be lights and day and night i 
kt there he heavens and earthy fea and land ; 
let the earth bring forth grafs^ the herb 

yielding feed^ and the fruit tree yielding fruity 
after his kind\ let there be fun and moon and 

jiars ; let the waters bring forth fijh^ the 
earth dlfo beajis and foivhj and let thefe 
things be fruitful and multiply : To what 
end v^as this vaft provifion of beings, why 
alfo was the creation of them fo particularly 
and orderly recounted, but to let us fee the 
immenfe bounty of God to man ? For God 

faw that all this was very good; and God 

faid, let us make man in our image, after our 
likenefs ; and let them have dominion over the 

fijh of the fea, and over the fowl of the air^ 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. 

G 3 And 
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And this was one main fpring of the 
pfalmift's tranfport, in admiration of God's 
good providence towards man: O Lord^ 
our governor^ how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth ? How fiill is the earth of the 
teftimonies of thy power and wifdom ? and 
it is as full of the tokens of thy goodnefs 
to man, for whofe fake they were created : 
For the earth God hath given to the children 
of' men. 

Thirdly, The divine care over man^ 
is alfo evident from hence, that it is for 
our fakes he interpofes in the government of 
the rejl of the worlds that he hath given for 
pur ufe. For his providence extendeth to 
all the parts of the creation, in which our 
benefit was intended; to things without 
reafon, and without fenfe, and without 
life. When God firft put natural caufes 
into their order of working, he did not 
leave them to produce a neceflary feries of 
efFe£ts, from the beginning to the end of 
the world ; but continues to over-rule them, 
as in his wifdom and goodnefe he fees ex- 
pedient for the good of mankind. He 
fendeth the fprings into the vallies^ which 
run among the hills : ^hey give drink to every 

beqfi 
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beafi of the fields He caufeth grafs to grow 
for the cattle^ and herb for the fervice of 
men. He appointeth the moon for feafons ; 
and the fun knoweth his going down. That 
is, God governs natural caufes, for pro- 
ducing what effe^s h^ pkafes. But, doth 
God take care for thefe ? Is he employed in 
the ordering of things^ that have no fenfe, 
or no res^fon ? Is not all this for the fake of 
man, whom he hath fet in the world, to 
enjoy the benefit of his providence, over 
things irrational and inanimate ? 

And therefore our Saviour, arguing 
againft the diftruft of his difciples, ufeth 
this way to convince them : If God feeds 
the fowls of the air^ andcloaths the grafs of 
the fields which to day is^ and to morrow is 
caji into the oven ; fiall he not much more 
cloath you^ O ye of little faith'? That is. If 
his providence be over thefe things, bccaufe 
they are for the fervice of men ; can you 
think he will negled you, for whofe fake 
he ftill interpofeth to preferve them ? It is 
not of it felf wortliy of God^s counfel, 
whether the feafon of the year be barren or 
fruitful, whether the winds bring a healthy 
or peftilential air; and yet he over-rules 
G 4 fecond 
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fecond caufes, not for the fak6 of the things 
themfelves, but upon man's account, for 
whofe fake they were created. Therefore 
fometimes for the reward of a righteous 
nation, fometimes for a teftimony of his 
patience and forbearance of the wiqked, he 
fendeth heahhful and fruitful feafons ; at 
other times a fruitful land maketh be barren^ 
for the wickednefs of them that dwell therein. 

The motions of nature in our earthly 
world) the air we breathe in, the foil we till, 
the wxathery and fuch Hke, are without 
doubt of themfelves below the confideration 
of the infinite majefty of God ; but yet, 
with reference to that influence which they 
have upon our good or evil, God is pleafed 
to interpofe and concern himfelf in thefe 
things, and difdains not to govern and 
over-ruler them : Which fliews his conde- 
fcenfion with regard to us ; and in what 
account he holds human nature. 

And yet there is another argument of a 
very careful providence over mankind ftill 
behind, which is beyond the three inftances 
of it I have infifted on ; and that is, Gk)d*s 
wife and gracious methodyc^r the reformation 
cf mankind^ and for faving us from the 

worfl 
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word of evils, our fins and vices. For this 
certainly doth of all things fhew that he if 
mindful of us^ and that he vi/its us. 

When the whole world lay in wickednefs, 
and were corrupted in their ways ; God, in 
his infinite mercy, fent his only^ begotten Son 
into the world, to proclaim forgivenefe of 
fin to all mankind upon their repentance, 
to promife eternal life to the keeping of his 
commandments, and to offer himfelf up a 
facrifice to the juftice of God. 

Which redemption of our nature by the 
ISon of God, is, of all other teftimonies of 
a divine care of us to convert and fave us 
from our fins, infinitely the chiefeft. For 
Godfo loved the worlds that be gave his only 
begotten Son^ that we might live thro^ him. 
And therefore, with how raifed a devotion 
of foul fhould we ufe the pfalmift's words 
onrthat account. What is man that thou art 
mindful of him ; and the fon of man that 
thou vifitefi him f 

Wherefore, after all that hath been 
difcourfed on this fubjed, this plain infe- 
rence is to be made, that we are infinitely 
obliged to return our moft hearty thanks to 
God, for vouchfafing to regard us, to rule 

us 
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us by his liwst and by all the methods of 
kta providence to intcrpofe for our welfare 
in this world, and to prepare us for eternal 
happinefs in the next; to love and adore 
the moft high God, for his infinite conde- 
fcenfion j to fiicw forth our thankfulnefs 
for a gracious providence over us, by daily 
praifes of our bountiful creator and pre- 
fcrvcr, upon whom we fo much depend, xxx 
whom we live, and move, and have our 
being, with all the comforts of it. 

But then, our thankful fenfe of God*a 
providence, and mindfulnefs of us, ought 
to be exprcffed alfo by Iroing as always in 
his fight, and therefore by putting our 
felves upon doing the things that pleafe him, 
and by being careful never to offend him^ 
feeing we have fo great a witnefs of our 
behaviour. The confideration of the divine 
providence will naturally have an influence 
upon our lives and prafkices ; it is a fpur 
to virtue in doing and fuffering well, that 
we perform our part under the eye and ob- 
fervation of an infinite majcfty. 

Since God condefcends to take notice of 

us, we fliould endeavour to deferve well in 

fuch a prefence. This thought, that his 

I eye 
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eye is always upon us, ihould make us hav« 
a great regard, to all our actions, to fee that 
\Are do things that will bear fo great a wit- 
nefs and judge, and Will gain his approba- 
tion and rewards. And let us be fure to 
learn thofe virtues, which the firm belief of 
a wife and good providence watching over 
us, fhould more particularly engage us to 
pradife ; namely, truft in God, content- 
ment in all cohditions, patience in afflic- 
tions, and a full refignation and fubmiffion 
to the divine will. 

Lastly, There is one inftrudion more, 
by no means to be omitted, which we muft 
learn from what hath been faid concerning 
God's good providence ; and that is this : 
The fenfe of his Hooping fo low, to take 
care of us, and provide for us, Ihould cor- 
red in us all pride^ and felf conceit, and 
infolent contempt of other men ; and fhould 
teach us what an excellent thing is that 
humble charity of condefcending to do good. 

In the true account of things, he ^that 
is more kind apd beneficial to the meaneft 
perfons, than another is, is of the clafs 
of that m:an's betters ; and will be fo 
owned, by the great judge of truth, at the 

laft 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



92 of the goodnefs and condejienjion 

laft day. And the reafon of it is plain? 
enough ; for fuch charity is an imitation of 
the condefcending goodnefs of God. There- 
fore let a man not think highly of himfelf, 
for the fake of any worldly pre-eminence ^ 
but confider himfelf ^6 indebted to God fof 
every thing he enjoys : And then he wilf 
conclude, that he cannot be worthy of 
praife, without being himfelf a benefadlof 
to others. 

But, fhall wit, or riches, Or hoiiours, 
or ftrength, or beauty, make tis believe', 
that we are in a condition to fcorn the 
meaneft perfon upon earth, or to think him 
beneath our confideration, our refped, or 
our charity ? They are indeed thefe things 
that infe£t us with pride, that procure flat- 
tery from others, and make us think highly 
ofourfelves. But what are we, with all 
this vanity about us, to the peerlefs ma- 
jefty of God, who condefcendeth to take 
notice of us, and is mindful of the lowefl, 
as well as of the higheft of us ? What is 
man, not only the poor, the defpifed, the 
ignorant, and the moft unhappy man to fee 
to, — ^but what is man with all his glory, 
^nd riches, and greatnefs, and wit, and 

know- 
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tnawledge? What is a nobleman, a king^ 
an emperor, what is the greateft man upon 
.earth, t^at God fhould be mindful of l^im ? 

If therefore, whofoever thou art, thou 
makeft no ufe at all of thy gifts, and wealthy 
and honour, and high place in the world, 
for the benefit of thy inferiors ; but thy 
fmgular adyajatages do rather minifter to 
haughtinefs and fwelling, and ferve only to 
nourifh a lofty and fooiifli opinion of thy 
felf, and to pufF thee up ; then go thy way, 
and give over thy pride and vanity, and 
learn to be wife, and thiqk that doing of 
good to the meaneft perfons will be thy 
greateft honour ; for in this thou wilt do 
what is fomething like the goodnefs of God, 
who infinitely condefcendeth to take notice 
of thee. 

And let not the wife man glory in his 
wifdom, nor the rich man in his riches, 
nor the ftrong man in his ftrength, nor the 
great 'man in his titles, honour, and power; 
but he that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord, who dwelleth on high, and yet hum-- 
bleth himfelf to behold the things that arc 
}n heaven and earth* 
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Forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. 

[From Dr. Clagett*s fourth volume.] 
MATT. VI. 12. 

Forgive us otfr debts^ m we forgive our 
debtors. 

ST. Luke, in delivering this petitioa 
of the Lord's prayer, in his gofpel, 
cxpreffeth it thus, forgive^ us our *' ^w.*' 
And in the form which we commonly ufct 
we fay, forgive us our *' trefpafjes.^'^ And it 
is all one which of thefe words we ufe, debts^ 
or fns^ or trefpajfes ; becaufe in this refped 
they muft all have the fame meaning ; For 
what is a trefpafs againft God, but only 
the doing fomething which he has forbid-^ 
den ? And this is likewife a fn ; iorfn (as 
the apoftle fays) is the iranfgrejion of the 
law. And this fame may alfo be well called 
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a JeM ; for by tranfgreffing the law of God 
in any point, we become obnoxious to him, 
we Owe him fatisfadion for the injury, 
^either by making reparation, or (fince that 
cannot be done by us) by fuflFcring the 
punlfhment due to oiur tranfgreffion/ 

Of this petition I Ihall fpeak under the 
two heads of God^s forgiving us^ and our 
forgiving others. 

As to the former^ I intend only to fug-^ 
geft two or three confiderations, which may 
make us offer this petition to God in good 
^arneft. As, 

First, that to this purpofe we Jh^uldjet 
nur fins before our eyes, at convenient tifpes^ 
as particularly as we can. For it is almoft . 
fmpoflible, that the general defire of par- 
don ihould be earneft and fincerei where 
fhere is feldom or never any particular fenfe 
and acknowledgment of (ins. General 
propofitions do not affedl a man's mind, 
but by virtue of the particulars that are 
contained under them. 

For inftance ; if a man fays, that he be- 
lieves jn God, but never goes farther than 

the 
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the general affent to this article, that there 
is a God, this fhall have no influence upon 
his will and affections. For that which 
makes this perfuafion apt to work upon us, 
are fuch particular dedudlions as thefe : He 
is holy and juft, and therefore an hater 
of fin : He is faithful and true, and there- 
^fore will punifti it : He is every where 
prcfent, and therefore he fees me in all that 
I do, therefore I ought to fear him and re- 
gard him where ever I am, and jefcbew evil, 
end do that which is good. 

Iji like manner, it fhall affect no man to 
any good purpofe, to fay within himfelf 
that he is a finner, if he has no fenfe of 
his particular tranfgreflions. But he that 
argues with himfelf in this manner ; This 
offence I have committed againft God, and 
that -commandment of his I have violated, 
— means fomething; and knows what he 
fays, when he confeffeth himfelf to be a fin- 
ner; and knows what he defires, when he 
afks God's pardon of his fins : and to the 
fenfe he has of the nature and aggravations 
of his fins, his earneft defire of forgive- 
nefs will be proportionable. 

In 
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. Im the next place. To make us ufe this 
petition in good carneft, we ought to ie 
fenjy?Ie qf the nature of fifty as it is a tranf* 
greffion of God's law, and a violation of 
his will. I do not mean that it is enough 
to have a true notion of this, but we tauft 
be heartily aflFe6ted with it; confidering 
well that we have broken his law, who is 
the fovereign of the world, and hath an 
abfolute right to govern us ; and withal 
have abufed the clemency of the infinitely 
good God ; and have expofed ourfelvcs to 
the juft anger of an almighty being ; and 
that in all things, whereby we have fin- 
ned, we have neither regarded the good- 
,ncfs, nor the power, nor the prefence of 
God ; we have done that which is un- 
worthy and bafe ; and have thereby incur- 
red infinite danger. 

Which things are fo plain, that they 
cannot but be underflood ; fo evidently true, 
that they cannot be denied ; and fo inte- 
refting, that he who confiders them as he 
ought, cannot but be greatly afFeded with 
them : and it is the being thus afFeded, that 
qualifies a man to afk forgivenefs as he 
ought to do* 

Vol. III. H We 
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We are to confider, again ; Who we are'f 
that acknowledge our /elves to be Jinners^ 
namely, fuch who, upon innumerable ac- 
counts, were obliged to obedience, in gra- 
titude for numberlefs favours received 
from the bounty and goodnefs of God j for 
being daily preferved and fuftained by his 
jprovidence ; for receiving all the comforts 
of life from him ; for his patience and long 
fufFering towards us, notwithftanding many 
provocations ; but efpecially (as that is our 
cafe) for having been waflied in the laver 
of regeneration, and been made partakers 
of the bleffings of the new covenant. 

We have named th? name of Chrift, 
and yet have not departed from iniquity; 
We have eaten of the Lord's body, and 
drank of his cup : We have known the love 
of God, and the fuflFering of Chrift : We 
* have tafted the good word of God, and the 
c powers of the world to come : We have 
been Jed and guided by his holy fpirit. 
When a fon turns rebel to an indulgent 
father, or a friend proves falfe to his friend > 
we know then how to aggravate the cafe. 
And now put thefe, and all the like ia- 
ftances together ; and how great are the 

aggra- 
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aggravations of any wilful fin we commit 
againft God? And what punifhmehts do 
our iniquities deferve ? And then Ivhat rea- 
fon have we to fay^ Lord, forgive us out 
fins ? And hdw caii he hot fay it in good 
earnefl, who underftands thefe things, and 
conliders them ? And if the common aggra- 
vations of flri mak6 a man^6 guilt fo great; 
how much greater will it grow, when every 
man's corifcience hath difcharged its pro- 
per* office, and checked him for his fe?^ 
lapfes, his frequent violation of vows and 
promifes of better obedience, and all thei 
particular circumflances of guilt, which 
make his fins to be out of meafure finful. 

• So much concerning God* s forgiving us. 
The next thing to be confidered is, the 
condition thereof, oi^r forgiving others. 

To forgive others is fo hard at mattef, 
that is, to do it thoroughly and heartily, 
tvithout retaining any revengeful thoughts, 
any flifFnefs or grudging^ any evil defires 
or wifhes ; this (I fay) is fo hard, that our 
Lord hath tied the obligation theretd 
Upon us, aS fafl as that of any other duty 
whatfbever j tod in fome refpefts he hath 
H 2 tied 
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tied it fafter* He hath not only givcnr 1X5 
a fpeckl law concerning it, but he hath 
caufed us to acknowledge it daily in our 
prayers \ and that, at the fame time whea 
we defire forgivenefs of God our felves> 
jbnd defire to be forgiveft: as we forgive 
others. 

And now that you may fee the utmoft 
ftrength of thia obligation, I (hall add, that 
we ought not to efteem it fo difficult to for- 
give, as it appears at firfl, and as mofl 
men maJ^e it; becaufe, there is muchmore^ 
reafott why we fhould forgive others, ths^a 
why we fhould cxped that God will for- 
give us. 

It happeas veiy frequently amongfl men^ 
that thofe who are injured gave fbme pro- 
vocation beforehand. Where wrong is com^ 
plained of, the fault is often on both fidesi 
though more perhaps on the one ^lAc than 
on the other. But this cannot be faid, to 
excufe our fins againfl God. He never did 
us any harm, nor can we lay any matter 
of accufation againfl him. Now fhould it 
not be an eafy thing for us to ;forgive, \vho 
ftand in need to be forgiven, not only by 
God, but by our neighbour too ?. And yet 

it 
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it IS commonly obferved, that they who are 
moft ready to do injuries, are the moft back- 
ward to forgive them, but in reafon they 
fliould be moft forward^ 

Moreover ; When a man is wronged up- 
on a provocation given, yet the injury that 
is done to him is not capable of thofe ag- 
gravations, which his own fins againft God 
are loaded with. For no man is or can be 
fb obliged to another, as every man is to 
God. Therefore let us fuppofe, that an-i 
other man hath requited us evil for good> 
which is the higheft kind of aggravation 
that one man's fins againft another can ad- 
mit ; yet what is the benefit, which we can 
pretend to betheauthors of to him, to thofe 
innumerable blcffings which God confenped 
upon our felves ? Did he not give us our 
being ? Doth he not daily preferve us ? Hath 
he not given his only fon to die for us ; and 
promifed us an everlafting reward in the 
kingdom of heaven ? Are not thefe bene* 
fits infinitely beyond any thing, or all thofe 
things put together, for which we may pre- 
tend to deferve well of our neighbour, if 
they were ten thoufarid times greater than 
they are ? And therefore we defire of God 

H 3 to 
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to forgive us greater fins and trefpafFes, 
which we have committed agaiuft Qod, than 
we caa forgive another. 

More particularly ; The meafur^ of our 
forgivenefs may be eftimated from the fol-? 
lowing inftances. 

Firft of all, We deftre to be forgive^ alf 
the fins that we have been guilty of : Wc 
would not have God epter into judgment 
with U3 for any of them, mucji lefs for the 
greateft of all^ And therefore, if we for- 
give, as we defire to be forgiyen, it is very 
plain, that we niuft alfo forgive ^11, eveQ 
the greateft wrongs, th^t are done to us by 
our neighbour, without referving ill will tq 
his perfon, upon tjie account of any, thp* 
th? greateft affront and injury tji^t we 
^ver received from him. 

But, alas, how contrary is our practice tp 
our prayers ? We have much ado, and it is 
not without much ftruggling with our felves, 
that we pap fettle our palfions, that we paqi 
clear our felves of fpiteful and malicious 
ibopght^, when we have received a very 
fm^U and inconfiderable wrong. What hurt 
js ^ofie to ijs in comparifon, if when we 
are in healtji an^ at eafe, when we arp 
J under 
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under no ftraits, and in no diftrefs, when we 
live in plenty, and in good fecurity ; what 
great hurt, 1 fay, is done to us by a dif* 
graceful word, by a fpiteful infinuation, or 
a bafe reflp^ftion ? How many bleffings have 
we about us, to yield us good comfort, 
which contribute incomparably more to our 
welfare, than fo petty an af&ult can do to 
our harm? And yet we have much ado, to 
keep our hearts from boiling into refent- 
ment and difdaixi ^gainfl: the injurious qian, 
though he hath done us no mifchief that 
defefves our confideration. 

But if we overcome our felves upon thefe 
trifling accounts, and are in charity with 
the wrong doer, this is yet but the very 
ieaft part of our duty ; for we were oblig- 
ed to forgive him, though the injury had 
been never fo great. But this is what we 
life to fay upon fuch occasions : If it had 
qot been fo violent an affront, fo undoing 
a flander, fo intolerable a wrong, I could 
have pafled it by, I could eafily have ad-;- 
mitted terms of reconciliation; but this is 
beyond all fufferance, and I cannot bring my 
fclf to be in charity with fo great ?in enemy, 
or to forbear revenge. 

H 4 But 
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But now that which I fay is this \ Would 
we have God thus to deal with us ? Do we 
defire him to forgive us only our lead and 
moft excufable offences, and to treafure up 
wrath againft us for the greateft of all ! Or 
rather, do we not intend to beg his par-^ 
don of the greateft, with the greateft con- 
cern ? But then let us have a care that we 
do not baffle this intention, by our revenge- 
fiiJnefs upon receiving great injuries from 
others ; but let us forgive them all, if we 
defire that God fhould do fo by us. 

Again : We defire to be forgiven Jpeedify, 
We would not have the wrath of God to 
ifeft upon us, for a day, or a moment ; left 
we fhould be cut off in his juft difpleafure. 
Now it is well, if moft men can obtain of 
themfelves, to forgive after feme time, when 
Ihey have bad leifure to cool, and begin to 
be tired with their own anger and paflSonate 
refentments. But if we would forgive, as 
we defire to be forgiven, we muft make 
hafte to be reconciled, we muft not let the 
fun go down upon our wrath. 

Very unfit therefore are we for God's for^ 
glvenefs, when our hearts fwell with ma- 
Jige ^nd ^ifdaiR, aud fret with bitter and re-^ 

vengeful 
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vengeful thoughts. We are committing daily 
offences againft God, and ought.thercfore to 
pray for God*s pardon every day. In order to 
qualify us for this therefore, we ought alfo^to 
forgive others every day, even though they 
fhould every day give us occafion for it* 
For if we would be in God's grace to 
day> we muft not continue in ill will to our 
brother till to morrow. 

Further : We defire that the aggravations 
of our lins may not be confidered againft 
us; that is, as the pfalmift exprefleth it, 
that God would not e/ifer into judgment with 
W ; that he would make all abatements ia 
our behalf that can be made. 

And this is what we ought to do towards 
thofe that have injured us; we fhould ad- 
mit of any excufe that is offered ; that is, 
we fhould not forgive hardly. We mufl 
not only be free of a revengeful fpirit, but 
we muft give over aggravating the offence 
againft that man whom we have forgiven* 
For indeed, how can we be truly faid to 
have forgiven that man, whom yet we feek 
to reprefent under as bad a charaiSer as his 
cafe will bear ? 

Again : When we defire to be forgiven, 
we do not only defire that the punifhment 

may 
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may be remitted, and God's anger againft 
us may ceafe, but we defire this alfo ; that 
he would be reconciled to us, that he would 
lofoe us, and do us good. And therefore we 
ought, in like manner, not only to banifh 
revenge, and put off indignation and dif-- 
pleafure againft our adverfary ; but we ought 
?lfo to love him, and be ready to do good 
to him inftead of evil, and to defire his wel-» 
fare in thjs world, and in the world to come, 
and be forward our felves to promote it. 

And now, we fhould do w^U to make a 
ftand, and confider well with our felves, how 
we pradife this precept of our religion. J 
fuppofe, ev?r fmce we knew what religion 
and prayer meant, we have every day faid 
the Lord's prayer. In this we pray unto 
God, to forgive us our trefpajfes as we for-r 
give them that trefpafs againji us. Do we 
never, when we ufe this petition, harbour 
malice, revenge, and hatred in our hearts ? 
If we do, we pray not for, but againft our 
felves ; and bring our felves hereby under a 
neceffity of faying this prayer back again, 
and defiring God to forgive us, not as we 
forgive others, becaufe we do not perhaps 
forgive them at all j— but that he would 

forgive 
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forgive us more and better than we do to 
others ; that is to fay, that he would pleafe 
to pardon us, not in the method that he 
himfelf hath appointed, but according to a 
way of our own devifing ; Than which, 
ysrh^t grieater infojence and affront can be 
offered u^to jhe divine miajefly ? 

Let us not then gQ about to excijfe our 
felves before God, as if there were no living 
in the world without contention, ftrife, and 
debate, and aninaofities, becaufe the occa- 
fioijs of thffe things are often multiplied 
upon us ; but let us for our own fakes, foj: 
the forgivenefs of our fms, fet about the 
exprcife of this grace and virtue. 

Our Lord very well knew, that our life, 
and the bufinefs thereof, would adminifter 
frequent matter of debate, and hard words, 
and bitter thoughts ; and therefore he hath 
provided us a daily remedy, againft this 
mifchief of converfation; namely, that prayer 
v^herein we pray for daily forgivenefs^ as 
w^ell as for daily bread \ and for the former, 
upon no other condition, than that on our 
parts there be nohe in the world, but whom 
we wifh well to, and to whom we are ready 
tp grant forgivenefs, and to do them good. 

But 
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But one thing more : If forgiving of 
wrongs be neceflary for our being forgiven 
of God ; what then fhall we fay of thofe, 
that do wrongs and injuries to their neigh- 
bours ? Is it not a grofs abufe of God*8 
majefty and patience, for that man to de^- 
fire God to forjgive him, as he forgives the 
injuries he has received from others, who 
is hurtful and injurious himfelf ? Whoever 
ufes the petition, may well be fuppofed a 
perfon that provokes and hurts no body, 
and to be one, who exercifeth himfelf to 
have a confcience void of oflFence. 

To conclude: Hath another man affronted 
or wronged us ? We do our felves greater 
injury by not forgivipg him, than he hath 
done us by the offence. Nay further. We 
do our felves more harm by not forgiving 
him, than it is poffible for us to do to him : 
For we make that wretched ufe of his fault, 
as to debar bur felves hereby from the for- 
givenefs of God ; which we certainly do, 
if we fuffer his offence to breed in us ran- 
corous and evil thoughts againft him. 

But, becaufe he hath defpifed and infulted 
us, fhall we be revenged on him to our own 
deftrudion ? If he hath done us wrong, he 
2 hath 
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hath hurt his own foul ; but fliall wc there- 
fore deftroy ours too, by fhutting up the 
merdes of God againft our felTes I What a 
xnadnefs is that ? 

Let u^ therefore carry thefe words <^my 
text, always in pur hearts, wherever we go ; 
that they may be prefent, as prefent with 
us, as if they were infcribed in all places^ 
where we have any affairs and bufinefs ; 
as if they were graven upon the palms of 
our hands, or we wore them on our gar- 
ments. Let this petition be our daily ad- 
dreFs unto God, whenever we are in 4an^ 
ger of being tempted to anger and ill will; 
and when we are fo tempted, let us remem- 
ber, that we have then an occafion of pray- 
ing efFeftually for God^s pardon, in thefe 
words, Forghe us our trefpafes^ as wefor^ 
pve them that trejpafs again/i us. 
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SERMON VII. 

Excufes for abfenting from the holy 
iacramenti 

[From Kettlewell on the Sacrament.] 

MATT. XXII. 2, 3. 

The kingdom of heaven is lik^ unto a certain 
. King^ which made a mari-iage for hisfon% 
And fent forth hisfervants to call them that 

were bidden to the weddings and they would 

not come. 

THE worthy receiving of the holy 
facram^nt, is. a duty, which our 
blefTed Lord has ftri£tly enjoined ; and from 
tvhich we may hope to reap' very gr6at be- 
nefits. It might well be expeded therefore,^ 
that all who would do fervice, either to their 
Saviour, or to themfelves, fhould readily 
join therein, whenfoever an opportunity is 
offered for the fame. And fb, it is probable, 
all who pretend to ferious religion would ; 
were it not that they have fome exceptions 

in 
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in their own minds againft it, which till 
they are removed, make all difcourfes of 
the duty, or ufefulnefs of this holy feaft, to 
fall without effed:, and perfuade them, that 
however neceflary or advifable it may be to 
others, yet it is not fo to them, who have fo 
juft an hindrance to exciifc or difcoiiragb 
them from being prefent at it. 

To give therefore this duty as faft hold 
upon our confciences as may be, I fhall at 
this time endeavour to remove feveral of 
thofe hindrances, and to take off fuch pleas, 
as are ufually oflFered to excufe, and keep 
men back from complying with it. 

And thofe which I fhall principally treat 
of, are thefe four : 

I. Men are fometimes hindred from the 
facrament, becaufe they think // is a pre^ 

fumption in us to approa:h unto it; and t her e-^ 
fore^ fay they^ an humble man Jhould abjlain 
from it. 

II. Becaufe many good people arefeldom or 
never feen at it^ and therefore they may be good 
too (they think J, and have good company^ if 
they keep away from it. 

III. Becaufe others perhaps^ who are un^ 
worthy ofit^ are admitted to join in it. And, 

IV. 
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IV. Becaufe therein they^ are to promi^ 
^ncerning iveiy Jin winch they find tbemfebxs 
guilty ofy that they wiil no more commit it ; 
And this fromifi fofrte dare not make^ becaufe 
they fear they.ftudl not keep it. 

Thefe are fuch things as do foiQetim^ 
liindcr pcrfbns from partaking in this holy 
ordinance; but irtdeed they ought in no cafe 
to be their hindrance, from doing thehr Sa- 
viour and their own fouls this fervice ; as 
will more fully appear in treating of the 
particulars. And, 

I. One thing which hinders fome perfons 
from coming to this holy feaft, is, becaufe 
it looks like an high prefumption in us to ap^ 
proach thereunto^ and therefore they think an 
humble man ought in all modefiy to abfiain 
from it. 

But to fatisfy this plea, we need only to 
obferve, that it can be no prefumption to 
come when we are called, and to do what we 
are bidden. If we (hould intrude of our own 
accord, and come uninvited, we might be 
too bold indeed, and very rudely arrogant. 
But when we are particularly fent to, and 
called to come, efpecially if there be, as in 
this cafe there is, great earneftnefs and im- 
*r. portunity 
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portunity in the invitation, it is the part c5f 
an humble man to comply therewith, and 
lie is not guilty of the leaft ftiew of arro- 
gance or prefumption in fo doing. There 
is civility fhewn fometimes in accepting, as 
well as in offering kindneffes j and it is but 
reafonable to receive what God would have 
us } yea, indeed, to accept any thing from 
any other of our fuperiorsi So that in all 
civility, we were bound to come, had we 
nothing more than a friendly invitation. 
• But befides that, God hath exprefsly in- 
joined, and peremptorily required it of us : 
So that now we muft approach ta this holy 
table, not only out of civility and refpe<3:, 
but alfo out of obedience to his holy com*- 
mandment. And true humility is no hin- 
drance, but the greateft furtherance in the 
world to fuch a fervice; it being not the 
part of a prefumptuous, but of a truly hum- 
ble man, to do what he is bidden, and to 
pleafe thofe whom he is bound in duty to 
obey. 

It is no prefumptbn then to coine to the 
holy facrament when we are called, and to 
do what we are bidden* 

But it is a very great boldnefs and pre- 
VoL, ni. 1 fiimption 
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fumption to ftay ftway> and \t2csrt what fe 
bids us do undone. He i^ no proud man, 
who accepts a kiodneffe when it is ofFered, 
and he is earneftly inlrited to it j but he may 
ihew pride and h^ughtitiefs ^^lough, who 
flights and de^ifes it. And be hnoloid 
man that does what be is commanded ; but 
Jbe fhews boldnefe and prefumcs mdeed^ that 
dares venture to tranfgrefs it. There are no 
men fo bold and prefumptuous with Gody 
as they who will z£t what he forbids>^ and 
refufe to do what he injoins them. So that 
it is truly an high prefumption to ftay away 
when he has exprefly charged us, both upon 
our duty, and our love iot him, to join in 
•the holy communion. 

As for thofe then, who are hindred from 
the holy facrament, by the fear of being too 
bold and prefumptuous with almighty God, 
in coming to a fcaft which hath fuch height 
of privilege and honour in it ; they are hin*- 
'dred without any ^uft ground, and kept 
back by that which ought not to hinder 
them. For it is no prefumption, but the 
part of humble men, to come when they 
are called, and to do what they are bidden ;. 
but it is a very great boldnefs and pre- 

fumption^ 
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fumption, to ftay awayi jaud leftv^ it un- 
done. A 

lid Plea, wliereby federal perfons afe 
wottt to ^xcuie their not coming to the holy 
facrament is, becaufe many good people are 
feidom or nmer feen thereat j and therefore 
they may be goodtoo^ and hcpoe good company^ 
if they keep ansay frm it. 

Now as for -thofe who urge this in e3t-» 
cufe, it would be proper for them to con^ 
lider, that when they are inquiring after 
their own dtity, in any matter, it is no right 
way to aik, whether others pradife it, but 
whether our Lord has any where com- 
manded, that it fhould be pradifed. For 
mens pradtice is not always fully anfwer- 
able to their own duty, and fo is a very falfe 
rule whereby to judge of ours. All perfons 
have their fauks, and tho* no good men 
can continue in any wilful ones, yet will 
even they be fubjedl to feveral ignorant flipsi 
and unadvifed mifcarriages. But when at 
any time they either wilfully break any 
commandment, or ignorantly miftake it; 
that is no warrant for us to do fo likewife. 
So that if we would truly underfland whe- 
I 2 ther 
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fher we are bound to communicate^ our way* 
is not to inquire whether others do it, but 
whether our Lord has any where enjoined it 
to be done; for if he has, we are certainly 
obliged to communicate, whether others do 
it or no. 

And if any good people keep away from 
the blefled facrament, that is no part of their 
goodnefs, but their blemifti; fo that therein 
they are not to be imitated. For we have 
God's exprefs command to come, and that 
we cannot flight, without being difobedient, 
and guilty of a plain tranfgreflion. We aro 
called therein, to (hew our felvcs thankfully 
mindful of our blefled Saviour's death, and 
of all that he has done and fuff^ered for our 
fakes ; and this call we cannot deny, with- 
out proclaiming our felves moft Ihamefully 
unthankful towards him. We are fummoned 
in, to profefs repentance and amendment of . 
all our fms ; and this we cannot honeftly 
decline, if really we are refolved to leave 
them. We are invited to declare our felves 
at peace with all our brethren, and recon-^ 
ciled to all the chriftian world ; and this in- 
vitation no man can fairly refufe, who in 
very deed is in charity with all men, and is 

become 
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become an hearty friend to them. God's 
laws peremptorily enjoin us, and the things 
therein implied do ftriiJily oblige us, to par- 
take of the holy facrament, when we have 
an offer of a fit opportunity for the fame ; 
fo that every man who makes confcience 
of his duty, and regards obedience to his 
Lord, muft be careful to join therein. And 
it is the greateft means of a good life, and 
obligation to amendment that can be pre- 
fcribed ; fo that every one who has a juft 
care of his foul, and is earneftly defirous of 
virtuous improvements, will feek to be ad- 
mitted to it. A good man's duty binds him, 
and the care of his own foul engages him to 
communicate ; fo that there is neither virtue 
nor prudence fhewn in flaying away, nor is 
it any part of goodnefs to negled it. And 
therefore if any perfons, otherwife good, are 
feldom feen at the bleffed facrament, that 
is no part of their goodnefs, but' their fault, 
fothat therein they are not to be imitated. 

As for thofe then, who urge this in ex- 
cufe for their not coming to the holy facra- 
ment, becaufe feveral good people are feU 
dom, or never feen at it, the anfwer to them 
in fhort is this: In judging our duty, we 
I 3 mufl 
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muft not take our meafures from other mens 
pradtice, but from our bleffed Lord*s com-* 
mandments ; lince, if they difobey any pre* 
ccpt, that is no excufe to us, nor gives us 
any warrant for company's fake to difobey 
like wife. And as for the facrament in par-* 
ticular, if any good people keep away from 
it, that is no part of their goodnefs, fo that 
therein they ire not to be imitated, Nay^ 
if they continue in this negleft, after their 
confciences are rightly inftruded, and in-* 
formed about it, they ceafe to be good, and 
jire guilty of a criminal negledt, which will 
not be forgiven them, but upon the fame 
terms as all other known fins are, that iS| 
upon their repentance thereof. If they ftay 
away out of ignorance and miftake, all they 
can expedl, is, to be pitied, but not to be 
commen'ded for their omiffion; and if out of 
^ilfulnefsy after their confcience has been 
fet right therein,— they will be feverely pu- 
nilhed, unlefs they are timely reclaimed 
From it : And therefore their example there- 
in, is very far from being fit to be imitated 
by u?. A 

md Cause which people are wont to 

affign, 
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aflagn, for their abfenting themfelves from 
this holy feaft, i§, b^cauje others ^ who are 
vnwQrthy^fitf are a4mtted tg join in it.^^ 
Tho^ this be ^ very good things yet they 
fear they fhould give offence by doing it iqi 
ill company ; aad how worthy foever they 
may be in themfelves, they arg »fraid left 
they Ihould be defiled by the unworthinef? 
<£ others. So that unleli they can receive 
the iacrameot ia au uami^ed companyt and 
only with the pwe aad true believers, they 
think beft to Mj awayt aad Qot receive if 
9talL 

But that they may mi be kept back by 
t^i$ hindraiice« I (hall obferve tp them,— 
That they ought ^ot to be fprwjird in judg- 
ing any others u/aworthy to coipmunicatet 
kft they be mift^en i» their judgment of 
them, for cyc;ry peniteat man* who iy 
folly rejbivedi^ leave all his fiias, 13 really 
worthy to receive the bleffed facrament; 
and whether the perfon whom they think 
unworthy he fo xefolved or no, is very hard 
&r them to judge, ilnce no man can fee 
into another'^ heart, and only iGod and his 
own foiiil are privy to it. When he comes 
to the Lord's table, every oommvmicant pro- 
I 4 fefleth 
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fefleth to repent, and promifeth to lead a 
new life thenceforward ; and when he fo- 
lemnly declares he is thus refolved, it is 
hard for another perfon, who cannot fee 
into his foul, to fay he is not, but is ftill 
impenitent. Tho' all good men therefore 
may be free in judging of themfelves, yet 
ought they to be very wary how they pafs 
a judgment on the unworthinefs of others. 
They muft not be forward to pronounce of 
It, becaufe it is hard for them to know it ; 
fo that when they give fentence againftiheir 
brethren in this point, it is ventroufly done^ 
and they are liable to be deceived therein, 

Befides; Whenfome others, who, as they 
have grieat catife to think, are unworthy, do 
receive the holy facrament ; yet ought not 
that to hinder them from receiving it too* 
Our bufinefs fhould not be, to move quefti* 
ons and difputes about the preparednefs of 
others, but to be carrful duly' to prepare our 
felves ; and when once we are fitly qualified 
for it, we ought to come whether they be fo 
or no. Their unworthinefs will have all its 
efFedt upon themfelves, but will not hinder 
our acceptance, nor ought to put us by, 
irom doing both our blefled Saviour, and 

ou|- 
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our own fouls this fervice. For one man 
ihall not bear another^s, but every one his 
own burden, A 

IVth Thing, which keeps back fevcral 
from the holy facrament, tho' both in duty 
to their Saviour, and in tenderneft to their 
own fouls, they are moft ftridly bound to 
frequent the fame, is, becaufe therein they 
are to promife concerning every Jin which they 
find themfelves guilty of^ that they will no more 
commit it ; and this promife they dare not 
make^ becaufe they fear they Jhall not keep it. 

Now as for thefe perfons, they would do 
well to confider, that if this be a fuflicicnt 
hindrance, to keep them from this ordinance, 
it is equally fo to keep them from prayers 
too, nay from the whole chriftian profeffion. 
For God will not hear their prayers for the 
pardon of any fin, till they repent of it, 
and refolvc within themfelves, and make 
him faithful promifes, that they will never 
more commit the fame. And in order to be 
admitted into the fellowfhip of Chrift*s 
church, men are firft to renounce the devil 
and all his works, and promife to keep 
pod's holy will and commandments. Jf wc 

ftick 
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ftick at tWe propfiifes, their we muft fcrupic 
iiiyiag our prayer$, and bid adieu to all re- 
ligion. 

But more particularly, to thofe who are 
ifraid of the holy facrament upon this ao 
count, I have thefe two things to oflFa- : 

1. Protnife this amendment^ and keep tf^ 
and then the douit is anfwered. 

2. T^he^ qfterjeme time tbey Jbfuid forget 
themfelvesj and break it in fame finances ^ yet, 

fiill they have the ieneft ef repentance qfter^ 
wards. 

I. / would advife them to fromife this 
amendment^ and to keep it^ and the doubt is 
anfwered. When the objedtion againft pro-» 
mififkg^ is only the danger of performing^ 
when they both cmt^ and ought to perform 
it ; it is an obje^ion that lies only againfl 
themfeivesy in a fufpidon llrat they will be 
wanting to their own bounden duty and fer-.- 
vice. And that is better removed, by thek- own 
care faithfully to difcharge it, than by any 
thing that can be faid. They cmght to per- 
form it, and if they will, by God*s grace 
«hey may d<^ it ^ and therefore let them be 
Careful to do thstt, and this difficulty is at 
an end. 

They 
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The;f ought, I fay, to perform this amend-- 
ment, which they promife to almighty 
God, to leave every fin which they have 
formerly committed. God will not forgive 
us ^ny wilful offences, whilft we perfift im-.* 
penitehti and continue to repeat them; but 
requirie^.firftj on our part, that we forfake 
and amend the fame. It is no indifferent 
Hiatter, that is left to our own choice, whe- 
ther we will leave our fins or no j but the 
thing muft of neceflity be done, if ever we 
hope to app^afe God, or to go to heayem 
So that we xnuft not be lefs forward to pro* 
mif<?» — for that is our duty; but more care-» 
ful to petform. 

And as they ought to perform this amencJr 
ment, which they promife to ali!nighty 
God, ifo by his grace. they vmy perform if^ 
if they nvill^ and have a tnind fo to dot 
When at this feaft, they^y khey wfll never 
commit this or that fin any more, according 
as G0d has required, they fay not that they 
will never "htfurprized into it, but that they 
will never aft it wilfully^ that is, when they 
fee it, and are aware of it ; or, if at any time 
they do fall into it again, that they will not 
perfift therein, but ainend it; repentance 

always 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 24 Excufes for abfenting from 

always going along, and being implied 
from the beginning to the end of the gofpel 
covenant. And this, by God*s help, they 
all may do, if they make it their ferious 
bufinefs, and lay out their utmoft care and 
pains upon it. For when a man*8 confcience 
tells him, that the thing is finful which he 
is about to adt, or at leaft he could readily 
fee it, if he would direft his eye thereto ; 
he need not go on therewith unlefs he will, 
but if he pleafe, may inftantly turn away 
from it. This, I fay, he may do ; for if 
he will not be wanting to himfelf, God will 
not be wanting to him therein, but enable 
him efFedtually to abftain from the fame> 
when he truly endeavours fo to do. 

And fmce by God's grace they may per.* 
form this amendment if they will, and ought 
to perform it, if ever they hope he ihould 
accept them ; let them but be careful fo to 
do, and then this hindrance will give them 
no more trouble, but be quite removed. 
They will have no caufe to be flow to pro-p 
mife, what they will be thus honeftly care- 
ful to perform. 

2. Hho^ afterwards^ they fhould fdrget 
tbemfehes, and break thisfromife infome in^ 

fance\ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm.VII. the holy facrament, 125 

fiance ; yet is not their cafe defperate there^ 
upon^ but they have fiill the benefit of re^ 
pentance for that breach of promife after-* 
wards. 

Indeed, if they break it as foon as ever 
they have made it, and run conftant changes 
in finning and repenting, performing it this 
time, and tranfgreffing it the next ; that re- 
pentance, it is to be feared, will be of no 
avail with God, becaufe it refteth only in 
fair words and promifes, or, at beft, in 
fome faint attempts, without any real re- 
formation and amendment. But if, after 
they have promifed to leave their fins, they 
go on for fome due time to make good their 
word, and avoid the offence in fever al op- 
portunities which lead them to repeat the 
fame; but at lafl they happen to forget 
themfelves, and break it in fome inflance ; 
yet doth not that make void their former 
repentance, or render their cafe defperate 
thereupon ; but they have fHU the benefit 
of repentance afterwards, for that breach* 
both of duty and promife ; and, by amend- 
ng what they have done amifs, may be 
reflored and made whole again. For God 
will pardon us upon our true repentance 
2 and 
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and amendment, not only once, or a fe-; 
cond time, but as often as there is occajBon^ 
80 that if after we hare promifed in tk^ 
holy facrament, that we will never mor^ he 
guilty of any particular fin, we yet happen 
to yield to it at length, and are anew over- 
come ; let us hut truly repent of that breach^ 
and fully refolve againft it a fccond time^ 
and amend xht fame as we have opportunity^ 
and then we are made whole as we were in 
our Jformer ftation. 

As for .this hindrance then, whereby 
fbme are kept back from the holy facra- 
ment, namely. Their promifing therein 
concerning every fin, that they \^iU no more 
commit it, which promife they dare not 
make, becaufe they arc afraid they iball not 
Jceep it; — it need not ftick with them, nor 
ought to hinder any man, who pretends to 
religion. For let them promife the amend- 
ment, and keep it, and then the doubt is 
anfwered. Or, if after they have kept it 
* for fome time, they happen to fail upon 
fome occafion ; let them repent of that 
breach, and make new promifes and faith- 
iful refolutions, and perform accordingly^ 
and . then they are reftored. And ail this has 
I nothing 
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nothing in it that can be avoided, or ought 
to be feared, but is all ncceffary and defira- 
ble to be done : For it is their duty thus to 
promiie, and their duty to perform, and 
their gf^at privilege, that if they fail in any 
inftance afterwards, yet ftill upon repeating 
their repentance, and amending what they 
have done aiiaifs, they fhall receive a pan- 
don. It is what every man muft do, not 
only to be a worthy communicant, but to be 
a chriflian. 

And THUS I have done with all thofe 
pleas I propofed to fpeak of at this time, by 
which men arl' wont to excufe their not 
coming to the holy communion. And upon 
the whole matter it appears, that commu- 
nicating being in it felf a great duty, and 
of great benefit, none of all thofe pleas can 
excufe our negled thereof. For neither the 
feemingprefumption in joining in this facred 
feaft, nor the cuftomary abfence of many 
good people from it, nor the admittance of 
unworthy receivers to it, nor the fear of 
breaking that promife of new life which is 
made therein ; neither thefe, I fay, nor any 
other impediment^ whereby men are apt ta 

excufe 
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cxcufe it to tbeir own minds, can really 
juftify and bear them out, in abfenting 
themfelves from the Lord's table, when they 
are invited to it. So that every man, as he 
tenders our blefled Lord's command, and 
his own foul's everlafting intereft, muft be 
careful reverently and devoutly to partake 
in this holy feaft, when he has an oppor- 
tunity, and is called fo to do. 
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Plea of unwbrthinefs to receive the 
facrament* 

[From iLETTLfiWELt on the Sacrament] 

MATT. XXII. 8. 
^hen faith he to his fervants^ the wedding is 
ready ^ but they which were hidden were mt 
worthy^ 

SINCE receiving of th6 lioly facra** 
ment,' is a duty which our blefled Lord 
hath ftridtly enjoined, and from which wfe 
may all hope to receive very grefet benefits ; 
it may well be expfiCted, that all who would 
do fervice, either to their Saviour, or to 
themfelves, fhould readily/ join ' therein, 
whenfoever an opportunity isofFpred for the 
fame. And fo, it is like, all who pretend 
to ferious religion would, .were it not that 
they hav^ fome exceptions in - their own 
minds againft it, which till they are removed, 
make all difcburfes of the; duty, or ufefftl- 
nefs of this holy feaft, to fall without eflFedt, 
and which do perfuade them, that however 
^ Vol. III. K neceflary 
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neceflary or adviiable it may be to others, 
yet it is not fo to thein^ who have fb juft an 
hindrance to excufe or difcourage them from 
being prefent at it. 

The moft ufual, and moft general hin- 
drance of all others, and which keeps back 
very many fix)m die blefied {acrament, who 
otherwife are defirous enough to partake in 
the fame, is, their thinking them/elves un-- 
tvortiy of it, and unfit to receive it ; and 
the great danger of receiving it unwortbtfy ; 
inafmuch as the apojile fays, they eat and 
drink damnatim to tbemfdves. 

Now to filence this plea^ and to iatisfy 
die minds of thofe who siake it, fb as that 
dierc may be no more caufe for it, I fhall 
obierve thefe thiiigs following : 

First of all ; ^heyjbew great partiaKty 
in this pUa\ becauje they art w^t fo fcrupur- 
1ms aiota negkSiing the communion^ as 
ahut the tmwortby receiving of it^ though 
there he the fame am/e to fcruple both. They 
fliew all their nicei^fs about doing what God 
bids them, but none about ietting it alone. 
They are afraid of offending, in ooming to 
the holy facrament ; but have no fear of 

giving 
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giving ofFence in (laying away from it : as 
if God had forbid them only to receive un-* 
worthily, but had nd whefe forbid them 
to abfent themfelves, and not receive at alL 

But this is a very wrong judgment ; fof 
almighty God doth as ftri<fily injoin a vrorthy^ 
as he forbids an unworthy communicatmg. 
He hath given U8 his command for it, and 
that tooj with fuch notes and circumftances> 
as fhew that he lays a particular weight up-* 
on it, and highly expedeth to be obeyed 
therein. So that if we would not bring 
guilt upon our felves by finning againft him* 
We muft make cdnfcience of not coming 
to the facrament, as well as of irreverent 
treating and profanation of it when we come* 

This then is very partial and unfair deal- 
ing ; to be fcrupulous only about the man- 
ner of performing this duty ; but to have 
no fcruple at all about the omiffion of it ; 
as if, when God commands us to do a 
thing, not to do it at all, were not as 
much a fault as to do it wrong ; and it 
were not equally tranfgrefled, when we ne- 
gled, as when we profane It, And if all 
thofe, who. are full of fear akbout unworthy 
receiving, would be but as fearful of finful 
K 2 abftaining ; 
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abftaining; this equal fear on both fides 
would make them diligent in feeking fatif- 
fadlion, and in carrying on the work of 
preparation ; fo that they might neither of- 
fend by comingi nor by flaying away, but 
worthily approach to the Lord's table, and 
be heartily welcome to it when they do. 

Secondly; I obferve this further: £- 

very penitent^ who is rejblved to leave hisfms^ 

and has begun the change^ is really worthy ; 

fo that the thoughts of unworthinefs ought 

not to put him by it. 

He is a true penitent, who confiders of 
all God's laws, and is refolved by God's 
grace to keep them ; and of all his 
own fins, and is refolved by God's grace 
to leave them ; and fo, changing his for- 
mer evil courfe and practice, becomes a new 
man. And whofoever does this, he is a fit 
perfon, and worthy to come to the holy 
communion. For all the particulars of 
worthy receiving, are inftances of duty, and 
neceflary parts of a good life ; fo that every 
man, who turns penitent, and becomes 
truly and acceptably good, will be indow- 
ed with all of them. Nay, if any man 
were to learn them, there would be no dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty therein at all, if repentance wouW 
but go down With him : So that any per-^ 
fon who fincer^ly repents, may do every 
thing elfe which God requires him to fhew 
forth in the facrament. The great things 
expe<9:ed of us at this feaft, are thefe ; 
namely, that we give thanks for Chrift's 
death, and rejign our felves up to his fervice, 
and repent of all our fms, and be in love and 
charity w4th all perfons, and have faith in 
Chrift and his merits. 

And all thefe are eafy, and create no great 
difficulty to a penitent perfon. For is it 
not an eafy thing for him to thank Chrift, 
who verily believes that he died for him ? 
And cannot he teadily rejign himfelf up to 
his ufe, who has already given himfelf up 
to an holy life, which is all the ufe that he 
would make of him ? And is not he in peace 
and charity with all men, who has repented 
of all his fms, and then furely of malice 
and unpeaceablenefs among them ? And doth 
hot he believe thofe things which our Savi- 
our Chrift has declared to him; namely, that 
he died for us to purchafe terms of grace ; 
and that now, for his fake, God will forgive 
us any fins, when we truly repent of them, 
and help us by his fpirit to any graces, when 

K 3 , WQ 
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vrc carefully endeavour after them, and give 
us eternal life in heaven when we entirely 
obey him ; but that otherwife than upon 
thcfe terms, he will not give us any of 
them ; — ^which are thofe declarations that 
he makes to us in the holy fcriptures, and 
wherein he experts to be truftedand believed 
by us: — ^Doth not every penitent man, 
I fay, believe all this, jvho is at the pains to 
live according to it ; and repents, that he 
may be pardoned j. and endeavours, that he 
may be affifted j and obeys, that he may 
be gracioufly rewarded for it ? 

All this faith, which is required to the 
communion, is neceffary to repentance ^ and is 
ihewn therein } for we Ihould not leave in*- 
temperance, fraud, malice, or any other fin 
that is ftrongly recommended to us, unlefs 
we believed God had forbid it, and would 
now for Chrift's fake freely forgive, and 
eternally reward thofe who repent of it. And 
all this thankfulnefs:^ and refignation, and 
peace, and charity towards all men, which 
are likewife required to the fame, are not 
only eafy after it, but are parts of it. For 
if we are unthankful for Chrift^s benefitSf 
or unrefigned to bis ufe, or out of charity 

with 
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widi any perfon ; we have not yet repented 
of all our finS) but» as to theie at leaft> are 
ftill impeniteilt. So that where once repent- 
ance of all our fins is, there is, or may be 
in us, every thing dfe which God requires 
at this feaft, to fit us worthily to partake 
therec^. 

Thus is every true penitent fit to eat at 
the table of his Lord, and to be a worthy 
communicant. And therefore when any per- 
fons do from their hearts repent them of ali 
their fins, and are fully purpofed to lead 
new lives thoiceforwards ; let them not be 
afraid to come to the holy iacrament, for 
they are truly fiich as God accounts worthy 
of it. If they have not parted with their 
fins indeed^ but live ilill in them, and are 
ready to repeat them on the next occafion ; 
Aey will come unworthily whilftthey are 
in that ftate, and will not receive the be- 
nefits intended to them thereby. But if 
they have broken loofc from their fins, and 
have been afted by the fear of God, and 
led new lives for fome time ; and are ftill 
putting out more endeavours, and praying 
fw more grace to do this yet more perfe£kly ; 
They arc the perfons whom God calls to 
K4 this 
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this feaft, and may juftly expe£k to receive 
an hearty welcome at it. 

Nay, if their return ta God has been fb 
late, as th^t they have not yet had time 
fufEcient for well doing, but only for holy 
purpofing that they will do well as oft^i as 
they fhall have occafion : Yet, if out of a 
ferious dbnviftion of the deteftablenefs of 
every fmful courfe, tiiey are fully reTolved 
to le^ve it; and after a due oonfideratioa 
of every part of their duty, they are fully, 
and without all refehx rcfolved to praftifeit; 
there is no doubt but that this will and pur^ 
pofe, before the time and opportunities for 
pradlice come, will render them welcome 
guefts, and worthy to communicate. 

If any perfons then have already left their 
fms, and do not willingly allow themfelres 
in any of them ; if they have been ftrivirig 
long agaihft them, and are daily gaining 
ground, and making a more perfeft con- 
quefl: thereof: Nay, if they, who fince 
their return to God, have not had time to 
perform all this, are yet fully and deliberate- 
ly purpofed, and without all referve refolved 
within themfeves fo to do ; — ^They ar^ the 
perfons, whom God invites to this fe^ft; they 
SLre worthy to come to it, and will be fure to 

xceet 
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meet ^Antha^kixld and hearty entertainment 
there. God arid they are fully agreed in 
their own thoughts, and the terms of re*» 
cbnciltatibnijctwixt them are confentedl to 
on both fides* For he proclaims mercy np4 
onj rdp^tance, and they thankfully ^ecesp^ 
it; hddfforato.return into favour with every 
finnccthdt mil amend his faults, and they 
are gbd of the joyful news, and fully re-- 
frlvean ehd to fuch theii* faults, An4:6iw:e 
jhey are both agreed upon the thing, what 
fliouW ^liwder them from coming to the hqly 
iacr^Boieqti. which he has appointed for this 
very end, that therein they may give 
their exprefs confent to this agreemeij^, ^n4 
mutually make this declaration ? 
' Thus is ev^ry man, wJlq has left his fins, 
and begun to lead a new life ; or who is fully 
purpofed in his own mind, and abfplutely 
inteodeth fo to do ;'f-a welcome gueft at t;his 
feafi, and worthy to communicate : So that 
no apprehenfionsof unworthipefs ought to 
put him by it. 

; And as forthofe, who neither have left 
all their fins^ nor are determined in t^h^tj^ 
own hearts, and wholly bent to leave them.-; 
they are plainly impemtenf^ . and thereupon 
inpft ui>worthy to communicate. ?ut then, 
3 Thirdxy, 
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Thiri>i.y, tbta impenitence wbkbwifit^ 
them for tbe My faerament^ is m excuje 4t 
mil far the mgleB of it. 

Impenitence will excufe a mitt in no adf 
but i$ itfelf a very great aggraTation of dia 
fame. It is no extenuating plea^ but a 
damning fault ; io that no man muft evef 
hope to efcape the eafiert after he has o« 
mittcd any duty, by giving that as the reaibn 
for it. When God calls us to the facrament^ 
to promife him that we wilt amoid our faultS9 
and lead new lives thenceforward ; if we 
return anfwer, that we ccnne not, becauie 
We are impenitent ; that is as much as to 
fay, e^e come not as he bids, becaufe we 
will not; which is certainly a very odd 
kind of plea for any offence^ and can ne- 
ver render his cafe better, bat much the 
worfe, that ufes it. 

As for thofe then, who keep away be- 
caufe they are impenitent ; they are left 
without all plea, and have no excufe at all 
to make, for their not coming to the holy 
iacrament. The cmly thing that can fiand 
them in ftead, either as to it, or to any 
thing elfe, is their repentance and amend- 
ment ; which they will not delay, if they 
2 conftder 
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confider in how great need they (land there- 
of. For, 

Fourthly ; Impenitent perfons^ who are 
unworthy of the holy facrament^ if they un^ 
derjiand the danger and mifery of their Jiate^ 
can by no means continue therein^ but mufi 
forthwith repent and amende and then this 
hindrance is gone^ and they may worthily 
' approach to it. 

if they underjiand the danger and mifery 
of their JtatCy I fay, they cannot continue in 
it. — For fo long as they remain impenitent 
in many, or in any one known fin, they 
are not only unfit to receive the facrament, 
but alfo to fay their prayers, to give thanks, 
or to have any thing to do with God in any 
other part of religious worfhip and fervice. 
They are fhut out from all benefits of re- 
ligion, they have no falvation by Chrift, 
nor any hopes of heaven. If they happen 
to die fuddenly whilft they are in this ftate, 
or are called away before the work of re- 
ibrmation is finiihed, they ^11 go to hell, 
there to be tormented with the infupport* 
^ble anguiih of a wounded confcience, and 
uniatisfied appetites, and a raging firc» and 

with 
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with all the terrors and difconfolation of 
darknefs, and the utmoft malice of devils 
and damned fpirits, and the highefl Ihame 
and confulion of face. All which they muft 
undergo, without any eye to pity, or friend to 
comfort them, or any one to refrefh them, or 
any abatement or intermiffion, for evermore. 
And this is a ftate of fuch horrof and afto- 
nifhment, as no man who looks upon it, 
can abide in : It is a conditiqn of fuch ex- 
treme danger, as no one in his wi^s can 
willingly endure. So that if any of thofe, 
who are impenitent, will but be at the pains 
to lay to heirt, and confider of the fadnefs 
of their ftate ; they can by no means per-: 
fift therein, but will run with hafte to re- 
pent, and inftantly fet about the amende 
ment of their ways, that fo they may b^ 
delivered from it. 

And as foon as ever they do fo, this 
hindrance is gone, and they are worthy to 
come to the holy communion. For that 
which fits us for it, is not an high pitch 
and perfedtion in faving virtues, or any ex- 
tacy and tranfport in devotion ; but fuch 
true repentance and change of life, either 
in deed, or at leaft in will and purpofe, as 
miketh Vis acceptable and horieft chriftians. 
-• "' So 
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So that whatever we were before, whilft wc 
continued impenitently wicked; we arc 
meet partakers of this holy feaft, when wc 
have repented of aU our wicked ways, and 
are fully refolved to become obedient ; and 
need not fcrupuloufly to draw back, but may 
come to it gladly when we are called, and 
expefl: a friendly welcome from our blefled 
Lord and Saviour, when we meet him therc^ 

Anp thus have I confidered this great 
and moft common plea, whereby fo many 
are kept back from the holy facrament^ 
namely, their thinking themfelves unworthy 
of it, and unfit to receive it ; and have 
fhewn plainly, that no ill man can be cx- 
cufed, and that no good man ought to be 
hin^red thereby. And the refult of it is 
this ; If any perfon fays, that he cannot 
come to this holy feaft, becaufe he is un- 
worthy to join therein; he ought to confider 
withal. That he fhould not only be afraid 
of unworthy coming to it, but alfo of un- 
worthy abftaining from it j and that unlefs 
lie is impenitent, and ftill unrefolved to leave 
all his fins, he is worthy to come to it ; 
and that if fuch impenitence is the caufe of 
hi^ not coming, it is no excufe for the fame; 

and 
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and that he muft confider of the danger 
and mifery of that ftate, and fo repent and 
get out of it ; and when once that is done, 
he will be worthy* fince every true penitent 
18 welcome thereto. If he \% truly penitent* 
he is worthy ; and if he had not repented 
yet* he muft inftantly repent, that he may 
be worthy 2 And then let him not hold off 
from this heavenly banquet, but chearfuUy 
approach to it as often as he is invited. 

And as to the danger of unworthy re- 
ceiving, which the apoftle fpeaks of, when 
he fays, he that eateth and drinketh unwor^ 
thily^ eateth and drinketh damnation to him^ 
felf this hath nothing to do with any re- 
ceivers of thefe days ; and the damnation 
he fpeaks of is only temporal damage and 
lofs, fuch as ficknefs, difeafes, and death, 
occafioned by their eating and drinking to 
great excefs, which alfo is the unworthineft 
in receiving which he there fpeaks of. 

But fuppofing him to fpeak of eternal 
damnation, and that the unworthinefs he 
fpeaks of is not the eating and drinking 
to excefs, but coming to the facrament in 
an impenitent ftate; yet the meaning 
thereof will not be, that fuch perfon fhall 

be 
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be inevitably damned for it, but that he 
commits a damning fin, which will prove 
deadly to him unlefs he repent thereof: And 
this is true, not only of unworthy eating 
and drinking, but alfo of finful abftaining ; 
fi) that as to that point they are equal. 

And that the meaning cannot be, that he 
ihall be inevitably damned for it, is plain 
from this, becaufe God, for Chrifl's iake, 
hath promifed, to forgive us all our fins 
upon our true rq)entance, and therefore 
this of unworthy receiving amongft the reft. 

But only, that be commits a damning ^n^ 
which will prove deadly to him, unlefs h? 
repents of it. He that eatetb and drinks 
etb unworthily^ eatetb and drinketb damna^ 
tion to bimfelfi that is,« — Unlefs his repent- 
ance, that gofpel remedy for all fin^ pre- 
vent it, he ihaU be liable to be punifhedf 
not only for an abufe in meat and drinkf 
but fi>r violating and profaning the body 
and blood of Qirift, in approachii^ there- 
unto in a ftate of impenitence. 

And this is true, not only of unworthy 
eating and drinking, but alfo of, finful ab- 
fiaining £rom the holy facrament. For to 
i^bftain therefrom our Lord alfo hath ex- 

prefsly 
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prefsly forbidden, and that in fuch (brt 
as Ihews, that he laid a very great 
Weight upon it ; fo that we moft highly 
offend him therein, and Cannot expefl: 
to regain his favour, till we repent and 
amend the fame : and therefore, as I faid, as 
to that point they are both equaL We fhall 
be condemned, without amendment, for un- 
worthily eating, and fo we fhall too, for 
iinful abftaining. And therefore if the 
fear of damnation be of force with us, it 
fiiould equally draw both ways, and neither 
fuffer us to negled this feaft, nor to come 
to it unworthily. 

And thus have I done with this great 
plea, which is fo apt to draw perfons from 
the communion. And upon the whole mat- 
ter it appears, that it can be no juft excufe 
for mens negle<Sk of the bleffed facrament. 
No ill man can be excufed thereby, and 
no good man need or ought to be hindred 
by it. So that every man, as he tenders 
our bleffed Lord*s command, and his own 
foul's everlafting intereft, ought to be care- 
ful, reverently and devoutly to partake in 
this holy feaft, when he hath an opportu- 
nity, and is called fo to do. * 

SER- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON IX* 

What wof thinefs for the facrament 
is requifite* 

[From K E T T X E w E L L oh the Sacrament] 
LUKE XllI, 26, 27. 

^hen Jhall ye begin to fay^ We have eaten 
and drunk in thy prefence^ and thou hajt 
taught in our Jireets : 

But he jhall fay^ I tell you I know you not 
whence you are; depart from mti all ye 
workers of iniquity. . - 

IT is npt the doing cf a tliirig, but doiiig 
it in a fit. and proper manner, that thrill 
fender our fervices Acceptable in the fight 
of God. And this is in iio inftance more 
exemplified, than in the receiving of the 
facrament of thd Lord's flipper. Marty do 
teceive it, and yet perhaps find not that 
benefit which they expeded from it : they 
are not advanced thereby Irt their fpiritual 
concerns, but are ftill. flrangers to the love 
of God in their fouls, and alienated from 
Vol. hi. L the 
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the ways of the kingdom of God. All whkb, 
together with the true caufe and reafon 
thereoft is inJti^iale^ to us ip the words of 
my text, I'ben Jhall ye begin to fay^ W^ 
ht!Qe ^atm dnd drunk in thy prefence^ and 
thou baft taught in otfr greets : But he Jhall 
fay^ I tell you I know ye not whence you are j 
depart firmk tne all ye workers of iniquity. 

Therefore it highly concerns us, not 
barely to do thefe things,, but to take care 
in what manner they be done. If I incline 
unto wickednefi in my hearty fays the pfal- 
jnift, the Lord will not hear me. And the 
apoftle tells us, he that eatet-h and drinketh 
umoorthily^ not only recciveth no beniefit 
thereby, but he becomcth guilty of the body 
and bhod cf the Lord^ 

\ fliall therefore make it my Ijufmefs at 
this time to fcew, what difpofitions and 
^alitfes.do become us> when we approach 
to thfr liOrd's table. In the lacrament of 
the Lord'^s fupper, we. coHimernprate the 
fiiffcring.s and death of our bleffcd Savioiu:, 
s^pdjthe benefits conferred upon us thereby j 
we confirm the new covenant with God, of 
-.Jardoti and remiflion of fins, upon our 
repentance and apiendxi^^nt of life j and we 

. renew 
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renew the covenant of love and fHehdflii^ 
Ivith our brethren and all our f(fllow chrif* 
tians. And all thefe religious ends ibould 
be anfwered, with a religibus teitiper, acnd 
a dfevout carriage and deportment : and then 
tibey are treated by ns as they ought fo be,' 
and as their worth requires; and fb wc 
may exped to receive the benefits intended 
to us thereby. 

Thus doth a worthy receiving of the holy 
fecrament, cohfift in anfwering its facred 
ends, with facred and fuitaBle carriage and 
difpofitions. And therefore, that we voAf 
fee what bdiavionr is Worthy of it, it is fit 
that we run over thofe feveral tfnds, ahtf 
inquire what tempers every one of thcrit 
Requires of us. 

And thelb ends are chiefly three: 

I. To remember Cbriji our blefledLord 
and Saviour, and particularly his* dying for 
us ; and this calls for love, joy, gratitJudit, 
obedient refolutions^ and filch like tempers. 

IL To cmjirm the w* covenant with al- 
mighty God of paidbn and fbt^givtoefe upon! 
our repentance ahd amendment ^ aoid this 
is not worthily done by us, nrileffi' we come 
fo it in fincerity and faithfulnefs, and with 
L a fuU 
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full purpofe and performance of that repen- 
tance and obedience^ which we therein 
profefs and make promife of. 
; III, To confirm a league of love and friend^ 
Jbip^ with all our brethren and fellow chrif- 
tians } and this requires, tha^ we lay afide 
all envy, hatred, and malicious thoughts, 
and come to it in peace and forgivenefs of 
all thofe who have any ways offended us. 

: If we believe all thefe things which 
Chrift our great prophet hath revealed to 
us, and our faith fliews itfelf in thefe tem- 
pers, and carries us on to thefe performan- 
ces; then we are worthy Qommuuicants, 
and have thofe (qualities which will render 
us welcome guefts at the Lord's table, and 
acceptable to him at allx)ther times^ 

I. I fay. One cad of our eating bread 
and drinking wine at the Lord's fiipper, is, 
^0 remember Chrifiy not only as our pro-, 
phet and teacher, but as our bleiQ[ed Lord, 
Saviour, and benefa(3x)r ; and above all his 
benefits, particularly to remember his dying, 
£3r us. And this,, to do it. worthily, calls. 

fw 
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for love, joy, gratitude, refolutionS of 
obedience, and other fuch like tempers. 

The remembrance of any thing abfent, 
and longiince paft, brings it back into "our 
minds, and gives a fort of prefence to it. 
And therefore when things are brought to 
remembrance, they fhould work upon us, 
and afFed us, as if they were before us. 
When we remember our Saviour Chrift 
then, at this holy feaft, we muft bear the 
fame mind towards him, as we fhould do 
ifwefaw him, and were converfing with 
him ; and that will confift in thefe things 
•which follow. — ^We muft honour him, and 
refolve to obey him, as he is our Lord ar^d 
mafter ; and love him, and delight in him, 
and give thanks to him, as he is our friend 
and benefador ; and be humbled under the 
fenfe of our unworthinefs, and abhor our 
fins, as they brought him to bleed and to die 
for us ; and refign up our felves, both fouls 
and bodies, to his ufe, as we are bought 
with his blood, and are thereby become his 
own purchafe. 

More particularly ; 

One temper of mind which the comme- 
moration of the death of Chrift in the holy 
L 3 facrament 
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facramcHt dot!? require s^nd call for, i8» c» 
humbk (^nd deep fenfe of our o'wn unworfhU 
nefs. His death was not for any thing that 
he had done^ but only for our fins ; ^n4 
this fliews whs^t wile wretches we are, and 
how unworthy perfons. It lets us fee^^ how 
hateful our fins had made us unto God, 
and what they had deferved at his hands, 
For he would not let them pafs, without 
infliding the higheft fhame, and the moft 
cxqififite pain and tortures. Yea, when 
his own only begotten Son would intercedci 
for them, and bear the burden of them iq 
his own perfon, fo implacable was the 
hatred which he had to them, and fo in-s 
difpenfible were the reafons which con- 
(trained him to punilh them j that his moft 
tender love for him^ whom he valued as 
Iiimfelf, cquld not hinder, but that he 
fhould bleed and die for them. It lets ua 
fee alfo, how troublefome they have, made 
us to our heft friends, and how fhamefuUy 
burdenfome and expenfive to our bleffed 
Lord and Saviour. For when he longed 
and laboured to redeem us from them, he 
could not be our friend, unlefs he would 
ceafe to be his own j nor do ns any good at 

all. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. IX. facrament is requiftte. 151 

all, except ht would give his own life a 
ranfom for lis. 

And what triati now can ever think of 
this, but he muft hide his face, and be 
quite buried in afhameful fenfe of his own 
unworthinefs. He may fee how Vile he 
was, when God was fo highly offended 
with him, and thought no punifhment too 
heavy fpr hirfi, and would not be reconciled 
at the interccffion of his own fon, unlefs he 
would die inftead of him ; and when it was 
fo dangerous and coftly a thing, for his 
Saviour to fhew himfelf a ferviceable friend 
to him, even no lefs than laying down his 
own life for him. 

And if this fight doth not work fhame 
and felf abafement in him, he will be con- 
cluded by all, to be the bafeft man alive ; 
and utterly unworthy, that ever any thing, 
of all this unparallelM kiiidnefs, fhould 
have been done for him. 

Another temper and difpofition of 
mind, which the remembrance of the 
death of Chrift in the holy facrament doth 
call for from us, is, an utter abhorrence of 
mrfms^ which were the caufes of hiff fuf- 
fcrxngs. For if we do not hate and abhor 
L 4 them, 
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them, when we confider what toxture^ he 
endured for them, we fliew that we are 
Very little concerned for hi3 eafe,, nor have 
any feeling of his pains, nor any zeal at all 
againft the occafion of his fprrows. And 
this is ^ very bad requital of his undergoing, 
all thofe pains for our fakes, and a moft 
unworthy ufage. So that if we would, 
worthily commemorate his dying for us^- 
we muft be humbled and afhamed of our 
felves, at the fenfe of our own unworthi- 
nefs, feeing we had deferyed fuch infup^ 
portable punifliments, and have put him 
to fuch exquifite and intenfe pains ; and 
particularly we muft turn pur abhorrence 
on our fins, which caufed all this mifchief, 
and made him, in order that he might 
befriend us, to undergo fuch heavy tor- 
tures himfelf. 

Again; Another temper of mind 
which becomes us, when we commemor^ 
rate the death of Chrift in the holy facra- 
ment, is, a refi^nation of our felves^ both 
fouls and bodies^ to his ife^ as we are bought 
with his blood, and thereby become his 
pwn purchafe. 

He 
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He died in our ftead, and his blood was 
given to God for a ranfom> to buy us off 
from death, that we might not die alfo» 
The Son of marij faith he, is come^ to give 
his life a ranfom for many. And fince he 
bought -us, and paid fo dear for us, to de* 
liver us from hell torments and eternal 
4eath^ which is not his^ but our own ad- 
vantage ; in all equity and reafon, he is 
become intitled to our obedience, and we 
fhould be wholly devoted to his fervice. 
And this the fcripture requires of us : TCbe 
Ipve of Go4 confiraineth us, fays St. Paul, 
to live in htm j becaufe we thus judge ^ that 
if one died for all^ then were all dead\ and 
that he died for all, that they which live 
fhould not henceforth live unto themf elves ^ 
but unto him that died for them. And 
again j Te are not your own^ ye are bought 
npith a price ; therefore glorify God in your 
bodyy and in your fpirit^ which are God^s. 
And fincq his dying for us hath made us 
his own propriety, and he has thereby 
acquired an abfolute right over us for his, 
own ufe, which we had infinite reafon to 
defire, but he had no need of j if we would 
remen^ber it worthily, we muft do it juftly, 

by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 54 What r&ortbinefs for tbt 

by honeftly devoting our fdulfe and bodies, 
and affigning them over to be wholly at 
his fervice^ 

And thefe are the things j which muft 
render our remembrance worthy of him, 
vhen in the holy facrament we commemo- 
fate his dying for us, aild fiiedding of his 
moft previous blood a rahfcmi for 6ur fih^« 
We muft be humbled with the fenfe of* 
our own unworthinefs } and abhor our fins, 
vhich brought him to thefe fufFerings ; 
and reiign up our felves, both bodies ahcf 
ibuls, to be wholly at his ufc, and oti- 
ployed where, and in what he pkafes^ as 
thereby they arc become his ownpifrchafe. 

n. A Second end of our eating bread 
and drinking wine, in the Lord's fupper, 
is, to confirm the new covenant with al- 
mighty God, of reconciliation and pardon, 
which Chrift purchafed for us by his 
death. And to do this worthily, we muft 
come to it in fincerity and faithfulnefs, 
and with full purpofe and performance of 
that repentance and obedience, which 
3 therein 
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therein we folemnly profefs and make pro* 
mife of . . 

We muft come to it, I fay, in Jincerlty 
end fait bfulnefs. The great qualification, 
which is requifite in all compacts, is faith*- 
fulnefs. For they are the great means of 
fecurity among men, and the great thing, 
which they have to depend upon, in their 
expeftations from each other. And there«p 
fore it is both pretended, and expeOed, by 
all who make them, that they will, not 
prove falfe and deceitful in them. Every 
man who covenants, expeds of thofe 
whom he contrafts withal, that they fhould 
mean what they prbfcfs, and perform what 
they promife ; and maketh fhew alfo him- 
felf, that he will do fo likewife. And if 
he doth not, he is a very difhoneft un-^ 
worthy man, fuch as the gofpel condemns, 
and will fentence for the fame in the end 
(unlefs he repent thereof) to eternal deftruc^ 
tion : Cwenant breakers being ranked by 
the apoftle among thofe, who in the judg- 
ment of God are worthy of eternal death. 

And this fincerity or faithfulnefs con- 
fifteth in this ; that we come with full pur- 
pofe and performance, of that repentance 

and 
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and obedience, which w? profefs, and make? 
promife of. In this covenant, to all us 
believers, God offers at prefent a right to 
pardon, his hdly fpirit, and eternal happi- 
nefs J and w^e again profefs, and humbly 
make offer unto him, of our repentance 
^d obedience. And this right he pro-* 
mifeth, ftill to continue to us, upon the 
fame terms ; and anfwerably, v\re promife 
to perform them, upon that expedtation, 
for ever afterwards. And both in thefe 
profeffions, and promifes, we muft deal 
fincerely with him ; and neither pretend 
2 prefent offer of them, when we want 
them ; nor make promifes of them for the 
time to come, when we have no fixed de- 
IJgii, and well-weighed refolution to per« 
form them. 

When we come therefore to renew the 
covenant, which we entered into at our 
baptifm, and to confirm the fame with al- 
mighty God in the holy facrament, giving 
him both the profeffion and the promife of 
thefe duties, and receiving from him the 
proffer and the promife of thefe graces,— 
we muft be hearty and unfeigned with him. 
Our fouls muft really be adtuated by that 

repent- 
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repentance which we profeft, and fully iiu 
tend to make good that dbedience. vrhi<;h 
we promife. And if we perform in both 
thefe, we are faithful and fiacere in this 
bufinefs ; but if we fail in either^ we are 
difleihblcrs airf hypocrites,. who' a<SI: a paft^ 
and go about to impofe upon almighty God» 
which is a vexy: unworthy part of us. . 

And this fmcerity God ckprefety calls for 
at this feaft, and requires us to be faithful 
with him, when we come to confirm tho 
new covenant by partaking of it* Cbr^, 
our pajjivery laith St. Paul, is facrificed for. 
us ; therefore ict us keep the fesfi^ not imtB-, 
the leaven of malice and ns^ickednefs^ by ad- 
hering ftill to our former wicked ways» 
which therefore we are to repent 6f, — but . 
with the unleavened bread of fncerity and 
truth. - - . 

And aa for, repentance \)2^riku\axlj^ which 
is the great condition of the covenant that 
is renewed in it,, it is the great qualification 
of all worthy receivers, and is moft indit- 
penfibly required in this holy facrament.; 
It is the chief thing which is looked at, in 
every confirmation of the covenant, and. 
therefore is fo peremptorily required when: 

we 
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we are baptized. It is the only thing that 
can recommend a fa^rrifice; and therefore 
is the main pointy which muft fit us for 
&is £saft uf6n a facrifice. 
' As this eatmg and drinking therefore is 
a confirmation of the new covenant of par^ 
^n and reconciliation, upon our repentance 
and amendment ; it requires that we fliould 
be faithful and fincere in doing of the fame. 
And then we come worthily^ and partake 
of it as we ought, when we truly repent of 
all our fins, according as we profefs, and 
amend the fame^ according as we promife % 
and fully purpofe, and endeavour at all 
times after, fb to d6« 

HL A Third end, as I faid, of our eating 
Wead and drinking wine in the Lord's 
fupper, is, to confirm a kague of love and 
Jrtendjhip with all cbriftians. And this 
Inquires, that we lay afide all envy, hatred, 
and malicious thoughts ; and come to it in 
peace and forgivenefs of all who have any- 
ways offended us. 

We muft not come to it in envy, hatred, 
and malicious thoughts; for that would 
be to give the lye to our fdves, and- to 

contradiA 
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contradift our own ptofeffion^. For wljen 
we .conj« there^ ta padrtake of that ooe 
bread, we pro&fs our felves to be ali ooa 
hodjf and that we are all die body of Chrift^ 
9jQd members one of an6th«^. We folemoiy 
declare that we will be friends from that 
day forwarcb with all perfon^^ apd fially re* 
coaciled evea to our bitter enemiesi and to 
thofc who h?iye givw m the higheft provo- 
cations J though not for their own fakes, yet 
for th< feke of our bteffed Saviour, vrho 
faathborn^athoufandtimes more from us,, and 
defer vcs. infinitely beyond what this comes 
to ajt Qur Wnds. We promife mutually, that 
we will lay afide all little animofities> and 
not fall out into qjuarrels and contentions, 
nor bear ill will^ or be vexatious among 
oun felves, npr fisek our own pleafure, ho- 
nour or advantage, at our brqchrens lofs;, 
Buj that we will all have a compaflionate 
fenfe of each other's infirmities^ and. a ten- 
der Concern and diligent care for each other's 
welfare ; that we will live as members of 
the f^me body, which, all feel wh^t befkis 
anyj arid are all plqafed. vjritji the fame joys, 
and all langujfh in the fame forrows^ and 
all unite in the fame ends> and all bear the 

weak- 
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weaknefles, and fupply the needs, and ffeeir 
the good and pleafurcs of each other^ as they 
do their own* All this good will, and bro^- 
therly kindnefs, peace and forgivenefs to* 
Wards all per fons, we profefs in eating together 
at this feaft ; and therefore it is moft unwor-» 
thy dealing if we want them, and are evea 
tKen adled by hatred, envy, and malicious 
thoughts, which are moft oppofite aiidcon-^ 
trary to them. 

And thefe ai'e the things, which mttft 
tefider our eating and drinking, as it is i^ 
confirmation of a league of love atid firiend- 
fhip with all our brethren, worthy of that 
fignificatiori. We muft lay afide all envy and 
malicious thoughts, and come to it in for-» 
givenefs of all thofe who have offended xxu 
and in charity tb all our neighbours, and to 
all niankind. 

And thus we fee, wherein the worthi-* 
nefs of eating and drinking in this holy 
feaft doth confift, and what tempers and 
difpofitions in us, are worthy of all thofe 
ends which are fignlfied and defigned by it# 
We muft eat and drink in remembrance o^ 
Chrift^s dying for us, with an humble fenfe 
of our own unwofthinefs, and an utter ab-^ 

horrence 
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borreace of all our fina, which were the 
caufes o£ all his fufferings ; and with an in- 
tire refignatioji of our felve^^, both fouls 
and bodies, t6 his tife, fo be Employed as his 
own purchafe in what he pleafes,as his deat^i 
was a facrificc for our fins, i^herewith he 
bought and redeemed u4.^-^Xt^e muft eat and 
drink in confirmation of the new covenant 
of pardon and reconciliation, upon our re- 
pentance and j-efonnation, profeffing our 
confent to the terms thereof, and our refoluh 
tlon to ftand by it, in all fincerity andfaith- 
fulnefs ; coming to it with that true repen- 
tance of alJ (Hir fiiis, and with thofe obedient 
hearts, which we p^ofefs j and with a full 
pui^ole of maHng'-a:!} that good afiierwards 
which we ppomifcd in the fame*r-«And laftiy^ 
We inuA eat itnd dHnk ia confirniation of x 
league of love and friendflbip with all our 
brethren, laying ;afide till ectvy and malice 
towairds iJheias^^ and making I'cAitutioa wHe^re 
Wt have wronged thfim^ and forgiviog 
them heartity ^where wic have: any grudgii 
againfit them, and fo being in per&d): peace 
Arti^^iarity witfc' aU itian, 

Andithie waJJ m^^is worthy ^ommunl^ ^ 
fjuifis at this feaft, and wefcome to God at 
alL other times. 

Vol. III. M 
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Peportment at and after receiving 
i - the facrament. y ' 

[From Kbttlbwbll on the Samment.} 

1 COR. 3t. 31. 

iVhethef therefore ye eat 6r drink^ or what-- 

foel^erye do^ do all iq the glory ofGod^, 

^Tp H E holy facfaiaent is a rite of the 
. gtjeat^ll bopour and eadearment, that 
ever God vS^uchfafeld to men ; and the moft 
InbliuM and-biifsful inftance of our commU'^ 
nionc With; 13m. < Fctf thei-ein he calls us 
to his bwn t^ble^^ not to attehd as fer- 
Taicits^ bar to feaft with him ^s his friends : 
And thati ti6t for his own good^ but \ti* 
laSrcly for our benefit ^ fecdmuch as thierdby 
lie conveys to. m gracaand pardon dndTe'*' 
conciliation, arid all other benefits of ioi^ 
redemption. And being thuei fit to iexcite 
xft lis the higliefft'devotioni and to en^ithus 
with tiie gfeateft fulnefs cf grace and 'iSWi^ 

0rigf 
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flng, dhe would expert it fhould be had in 
reverence, and tnoft thankfully received by 
every chriftian. 

And that we may do fa at this time, I 
Ihall lay down in this prdetit difcourfe fomd 
few things which may affift us in a right 
difcharge of this duty. 
^ When we come to the holy facrament, to 
commemorate the death of our bleffed Lord; 
and Saviour^ whofe body there is reprefented 
as broken^ and his moft precious blood as 
ihcd, upon our account ; wc ought to (h^w 
forth an affectionate and hearty tbankfulne/i 
for fo invaluable a kindnefsi-*-aft uaiverfal 
peace and charity to all mankind; — an intira 
rejignation ofourfelves to his ufe and fer- 
vice,-*-dnd true repentance of all our firis, 
fully purpofing to amend them thence-for^ 
ward; all which we fliould excite in our own 
(fculs by due confideratioiis* -i'}^^'^^^^^^^ 

More particularly ; In the iy( "^^^^^ ?-i1 



ift Place, when we come to the holy^ 
ikcrament, weoiight to fhew forth an affec^ 
tionate and hearty tiankfuinefs^ forfo inva-^ 
huiblea kindneji. .And what foul ^m be {low 
to pay this,; whb confider^l how inlSnitely 
r I M 2 r our 
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our Wciflfed I^wd hsth ,^we4 ^ W:? JP<wp 
h(B hath prQcvrfi4:f<Mr ^us ^ m^ft j[v;^oy4^ 
and glorious things, which Jb^ayen it iel^ 
could furnifli^ rxVof^jA ith^t all pur fips 
fhould be fceely pa«don«<Jj f^d >th^ th^ 
Holy filtoft, thai iipj»<eofc, -ctornai, ai;i^ 
all-fuflScient fpirit, fliould come in at.aJl 
limeB to our help^ aod that we fliould .be in 
no lefs quality than that of the ions .of Ood^ 
and theirs of a Idngdpm, who are afTuxted o& 
eternal joys and glories in anotfaec wodd« 

And ought not gifts fh vaft, and fo e»* 
ceeding excellent, to he moft affieftionately 
acknowledged^ He hath purchafed all thefe 
to beftowupon us, at die 4eareft rate; no( 
only takiiig die mo^L unwearied pains, ]h$it 
alfo paying the higheft price, and kying 
dt>wn Ms own moft> precious biopd !l^r the 
purchafe. 

And mufl not fkch ^oniihiag kindaef£% 
which was affrighted ^y no hazards, nor 
ftopped at any difficulties, nor declined any 
fufierings, not the fufFering of 4eath it felf, 
for our fakes,^^-^ always held ia a nusA 
tbanils^I remeinbrance? 

And in all this, he heid no ends of his own 

to ferve of us, but was led ofi purely hj the 

3 pleafurc 
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pltofiire which he- takes in our haj)pmefe. 
Mt was wot wbn by* oar de^i^fj^ j for alas, 
\ro wdre his ^¥b#^dt dflfeihies, who had no- 
thing to fhew but higheft provocations. 
He\^a^h'ot wieirfed ottt with the impoftu- 
Aity of ouv intre^m^- §ot it carile^ — as un- 
dcfervedvjfialtogsstheir uriftikiedi whadToevei: 
he did for us. fife- WM Aot nioVed by the 
mediation oi friends ; for whom, alas, had 
wb to ihtwrcede for x^Y 

aflfrfi (hall not ftkeh amslzittg lo^e irid 
g6odheftv fo' fretely fheWedi^ witlkJut any 
tiipdSt tofclf edds^oil privsub intdtHjfts^ with- 
out intreatie^ ov deferts, My, in f^ltc of all 
jdilconragemmte a/nd highfeft prttvbcations, 
be eatdrtaitied ^th- the ^reatcft joy, and 
gramful ab(}km^tio^^ 

He hath brtiran ititltsifel^ endearing and 
intke frifeifil^to usi '^rithoiit Say inducement 
feulb his' own* mbll gferierbUs kiridncfs ;' and 
a^inftali^ difcoufiagifftiehts; dhd beyond all 
Boufada ^andtihdfet'theiadftfrightful hazards ; 
iand at t!i»d higlfcfSexpfeilce^V ^i'v^ing his owii 
ibttkve^todcath^forar^rtifbm t6re(feem ours. 

Aiwi^herifoever vitehtekf or'thiiik bf thi^i 

furely it will not Be difficult for any of us 

' tO'embrac:©^ him* vrith htaarli^ fuU of Ibte ^d 

M 3 holy 
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holy defires, and to pay him moft entire 
thanks, and burft out into fongs of prdfe^ 
^nd fiad it » moft joyful bufinefs fo tp do. 

n. When we conaie to the holy facra^ 
jnent, we mufi Jhew ourfehes reconciled to 
all thofe rnhq have any ways offended us^ and 
that we are in peace and charity with ail 
perfons^ 

And this we (hall not think much to dOf 
}f we confider how highly, our bleffed Lord 
is concerned for them> and how earnefHy he 
iues in their behalf; for then we ihall be 
readily broi^ght to it on his account, tho' we 
might be more averfe to it on their own. He 
has loved them fo well, as to fhed his pre-i- 
cious blood for them; and can we find in ou^f 
hearts to hurt any perfon, when we fee him 
giving his own life to fiive him ? He owns 
them as his friends and brethren ; and is 
not that enough to make us kind* to fee 
that he is fo near akin to them ? He hath 
niade them members of his body, and 
thereby parts of his own felf ; andean wc 
iludy revenge againft them, when be comes 
in at laft to bear the ftroke, and give up 
Jjia Jife inj(p 4owg ? Hebecomes a petitioner 
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to us la tlieir bdialf, and ii^eats . us by 
yirtue of all that Jbe hath doae for us» to be 
friexuls again ; and can we have the face tp 
deny him, who h^tb fo infinitely pbUged ufi^ 
and ought to command us in ev^iry , thing ? 
iShall we refuTe fq fmall a fujjt to himt w^q 
died for us ; or. (lick to throw away a {infi4 
tefentment for his lake> whp b»? parttd 
with his own heart's blopd for our^? ThxV 
they are moft unworthy to be parcjopiedi yet 
he is moft worthy to h^ve xhpx, pardpn j fo 
that when he intreats for jrt;, we muft npi: 
be backward to grant it. . 

Nay, we llapd daily in $ thoufand timea 
more need of bis pardon, than they do of 
ours ; fo that we block up the way to our 
own forgivenefs, if we refufe at his fuit to 
forgive them. For what if they have in* 
jured us ? Have we been altogether inno-* 
cent, and have oflFered him no injuries? 
What if they have moft ungratefully abufed 
us, after they had received the moft endear-- 
ing kindnefles at our hands ? H^ve we been 
duly thankful unto him, and never offended 
againft all his merci^? Do we not owe 
him, as the fcripti^re expreffeth it, ten time-' 
/and talents \ vyhereas their debt to us, is 
M 4 but 
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**but a ttiKta€'a\i' Bundled jeneeP And finee 
we are dally 'a:&tii^ hint tiiti fb^givdnefs -of 
thefevaft fums'; caii Wi' ?t tKe fame time 
fikk, atHhia mffkneci 'torSnak tWfe foialfet 
matters to erur nefgftfeours ? Have we tfe« 
face to a^ pardbh, whilft'^v^e have not the 
Heart togfr^te/ it? Or can we hope that 
Oirift fhoiild give it to tis, for the moft 
Wiftous^flns, at our requeft ; when *?« deny 
it to <M«* brothel for the ftoalleft trefp^si 
Ht his ? Of rather, fince he moftfretly for-, 
^i^es u^ andt^af too, wifboot «ipbrai(}in|| 
W$; fhall not both- our oWiV^?«ffity> and 
the example of his mercy, ettgagee^j^ to for-? 
give oO[f offending neighbours- alfb^? 

5, When we come to the holy facrament, 
1^ muji dyb refign ovnrjhhes up t& (mr Sa^ 
vhur^s t^y thaf^ be may iit^>ofe of m as h$ 
fhajes. 

• And what man can fticfe at this, who 
Confiders that he has bought us^ and would 
ptit us to na ufe, but what i« infinitely fo» 
6ur own advantage? Has any perfoo a 
Better claim to us, thatv he who bought u» 
with his blood, attd gave his eWn life im 
l^e purcHafe ? Should not htf have the be-^. 

nefit 
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Bsfit of ail our fervke; who bath paHd *fo 
dcar:;forv it, hfc 6ymg bimfelCih our 9s^l 
But i£ W19 ivere at liberty »i ami he bad. n^ 
pofwer OYierMiffr;} *» therfe-afny^b^flfer v*y <^ 
difpofe c^4ditf:fely0s, ot couW. we defit* to 
be in other hands rather than in his ? Can 
we bopcilbr soor© *ifdomLiil 4i^! one, tO' di- 
Jr^ or fol iwMre |^©vfi^r to bringiour hap- 
pinffk al^t^. t;h^ii ia hi^ wl|o ki^vc(s aa4 
governs aW thipgd ? Durft- w^ tf^jft more* to 
tbe faiithf)|lner« ^aqd affedioa o£ a^y heacty 
Ihau:^ of that irhjiob dl^d^ frs^ Ws 1 Or ean w« 

Am]feoiif:f6l^s^bftf®^^^'i^*^JjH^5>^ ^^P^ 
mhis^ .wh<:> i!5^ ill aU' thinga Hudioird of oi>Hr 
jBudvaaita^l ,0 \ - -- r: } 

< ; Hear iO«T:bleffed Lord feefes^ fte other ends 
bj/ itef b^t owiP'wn qWtnal ba^pinef^; h^ 
impofeth nd duties- upa» Omr eonfcieneesi 
but. whit, lie; :bas done bwmfelf b^ore ^X^ 
jnj, wlrat^ h^ Wa the /unodfirftandSng to 
difcern it, we fhould all hattfe irtipcrfed Upoa 
ear ftlVes* So tHac in committing; ont Mves 
to hbi Gontduift; werdb iwt give^ but^feekil 
beijefi*, 2<mdr di%ofe of our felves ii> ^Mft 
wflfy, whkH is iiicompanably our bighdif 
fateitft. We are abfohitely hife dwn^ rigbfi 
^od it. is ilifhHtely ouc ovMi^ ii^lercrS: td be 

wholly 
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ivholly gitei up to him, and gdverned ao 
cb^ding to ills liking ;< and therefore every 
cdnfiderate man 'rtrill freely refign up hi* 
hfcaft to Qitift, and tiev^ fufEer the worlds 
or his own fms, to pull it back again. ' * 

4. At the fame time that we thus rdiga 
up our felves^ to our Saviour^s ufe> 11^ muft 
heartily repent of all our fins ^ faitifully pro^ 
mifing never more to yield to them f but to, 
amend them all for the time to come^^^To re- 
pent particularly of all our fins, we muft 
firft difcover them, by taking a diftind fur- 
vey of the duties which out religion requires 
of us, and examining our own hearts at 
every one, whether we have confented to 
tranfgrefs them. And where we find we 
have done fo, there we muft bemoan our 
felves, and fully rdblve, that if God will be 
pleafed to pardon what is paft, we will never 
yield to do the like again. 

And what man will not thus fted&ftly re- 
folve to leave all his fins, who has the pa- 
tience to ccMifider, what will be the end of 
his continuance in them ? For by that, we 
ihall infinitely offend our moft blefied Lord 
find Saviour, who gave his own life for ours» 

and 
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and whom therefore we are bound to pleafe 
above all perfons ; we fhall certainly lofe all 
the joys of heaven, and eternal happinefei 
a lofe which the whole world put together 
cannot recompence; we fhall unavoidably 
be doomed to helUfire and eternal torments^ 
which is the utmoft height of mifery that 
can poffibly befal us. This will infallibly 
be the eflFeft of our perfeverance, and allow* 
ance of our felves, in any fins which -we 
find oiir felves guilty of. • 

And now let us afk our own fouls, Whc* 
ther we love them io well, that we wiU 
endure all this, rather than forego them \ 
Shall we prize our fin to that degree as for 
its fake to ad defpite to our blefled Lordi 
who died for us ? Muft it be dearer to \Xt 
than his love, that we fhquld diflionour and 
offend him whenfoever it bids us ? Is thi* 
the return which we make, to our deareft 
and beft friend, namely, to fide with his 
profefied enemy ? Is this our thankfulnefs 
for all his kindnefs, to ftick to a fin, which 
aims at nothing but our deftrudJ:ion, rathet 
than to him who gave his own life to fav« 
ours ? Perhaps we love the fin dearly : but 
can we value it at fuch a rate, as \o part 

with 
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<rith everkftin^ life for it ? Had wtf rather 
Ikave it, than enjoy the f«e of God, add 
be for ever happy ? Are we contisnt, for the 
flbdrt and unifatisfyiiiig. pleafur^s which it 
affotdsj to lofe dl the joys and glories of a 
bleflfed etehiity ? Will we^/i> foohcrthain be 
dii^rced frdm it ? and accompafny it eve» 
uitb the flames of hdU arid the niidtl of 
€tertlal torment ? 

God forbid, will every marn fay, whofc 
Heart is thus particularly examined thfere-* 
vpbi^ that ever he fliotild be fode^erately 
ttiad, and' unacconntiaWy wicked. Whcii 
he confiders this, he cannot do ddpite to fo 
d^r a Lord, nor throw away the eternal joy^ 
iff tht heav6<ily Aatei nor eiidure the moft ex-^ 
iqjiifite fmart of hell, and the infa^portable 
load' of everlafiing tbrment. No man' cati 
l$?&r it, ^nd it latift amaze him to thihkof it* 

Arid therefore fmce this^ will be the effect 
cf: om wictsed ways, and of our allowed 
confifluanoe therein, we ought t6 refolve 
from^ this moment to reiwMnce thtetri^ and 
hf the help of God neveSr return to them 
anjr more. 

Th^, let the drunkird think with him^ 
ielfctf^ bis eups, the fwearer onhisoatba 

and 
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j^ gjii*,, t^e w^tentipus on bis quarir^ 
the unclean perfon on ti^ ^bi4dea ple*T 
fores, tiie rei7€Qgeful man on kis fpijt^ul 
Cisujrij^e, th^ Wanderer and evU fpeakerojj. 
His repr(w:h£ul words, backbitings, ^nd de» 
6rm;jL);iQfiw^, and ^every oth^r finner on jb# 
fWticular fin^.. And when they feripufly 
confider, that this Saviour np^uft bf Ip^ 
tMs b^pis^? of feeaven forf^wtedj and this 
efiera*) 9;ngwifti and extremity of psyin en-- 
iJiired, if they .dipw tb^mfdve^ Mi *> gp 
0n, aad perfift in them ; they will infttwactjy 
*efi>lve to forfeke thena, and neyca: yieid ft> 
fee gJjUty of .tiuen;v 4gwn, 

And thus vtherdSxe we may difeh^rge the 
4)^m of tWs fjg^ft> by excking «.ftd ^faQWr 
«tiog ift our own. ioipd&, th^t th^n^ulmfh 

wiichjace to .render hb fit andwerthyiof jfee 
fame;. 

^UT^'ncwertfadlefe, when all thrs is done, 
Aod.diisibkmn ftafl: is cohdnded, wemuft 
not think for all that, that the woi^ -of woih 
thy receiving is entirely at an end. For one 
tfattig fti|i tsx^t^^y which imxfi empl&y us 

after^ 
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afterwards ; and that is, a careful perforfti-* 
ance of all thofe promifes which we made to 
Ck)d;iil this holy ordinance. 
^ In the bleffed facrament, we feek not only 
a pardon. for what is paft, but alfo refolve 
and promife amendment for the future. And 
th'efe promifes muft be made good after- 
wards, arid it muft be our care, whilft w6 
4[ive, to fulfil them. 

- This we are highly concerned to do, and 
it will greatly increafe our guilt and con-^ 
*demnation if we fall fhort of it. For if w€ 
trturn to our former fins again, after we 
*Mave thus folemnly vowed to forfake them, 
we are falfe to our word, and treacherous 
where we feem to be moft fincere, and feek 
more efpeciilly to be trufted. We break our 
faith with God, and go about to delude his 
expectation, had he been capable to be im- 
|K)fed upon, and believed as we would have 
had him : which is as great an abufe as We 
can well put upon him, 
. Thus highly are we tonccrned, to per-^ 
'form the promifes which we made at thee 
-table of our Lord. 

"5 And this we fhall be very like to do,^ if 
we think often of them every. day» &>r feme 

time 
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time ^eciaHjs aiS^^^p.^we-flire gone froi9 it. 
Ind^edf if wfi forget.all.we dWjI.aAd^Uth* 
yow8 <whwh .we m»de; the^e to almighty 
Gpd; we afjC like to Ije the feme rtea ftilU 
and iiiKft not expert that it ihould acaend ttt» 
For the facriunent-doth nbt better us with* 
out our owrt f ar^, but by ^helping and en-* 
gaging us tq good endeavours after it is 
oVfer. ;lt; works npt as ^ jfatural^ hnt as a 
moral mj^asx^l and improves none^ butfuch 
as remesqaber wh^t they did. thereat, and 
labour after their own imprpYements. 

So that if we think all our work wat 
done at church; and fall into a carelefs and 
fecurc ftal« of iriind> vfhea we get home 
again ; y^e fhall be held ftill in the fame 
fins^ : and the matter is not like to be much 
mended with us by fuch receiving* 

But if afterwards we frequently remem- 
ber what we promifed there ; if wefet our 
own vows every day before our eyesi ^nd 
call to ipipd pur own engagements ; that 
remembrance will give them force» and 
make them have thetTt effie<^ upon us. For 
the thomght of our hayipg prqmifed) ,aad 
folemnly undertaken^ Jpr^a^y dutigs^ is. the 
readied way to have them all performed. 
' a To 
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To reap tbat l^edcfit then ^McH G6d Se- 
figocd, aflftd-i^(3i we expciEl by it^ we^mtift 
4iw^l fflftutfh inr our thoogHtsf ^pon <what 
palfeif tiierc, after the leaft is^feifed, - Vf^ 
itotift maintftin <hat acqiiaiatgmce wkh oiir 
Meflfed Lord, whicto tlien begaft j and look 
ttpoft it, not.a^^a tranffient afl:, but as an en-* 
traAce on a lafting ©ate, w^ich ever after y^ 
•re to d)iitimae inv We muft bethink our 
felves daily, tiiat t%e rcfoli^tions aad jm^o- 
mifes which we are required to make at the 
holy facrament, miiftbe rdKgioufly perfetmed 
Ijy us, during the remainder of our lives* 

This courfe will render it an ordinance 
full of gt;ace atnd hea^^enly benefits, which 
will fet us on n^ightily in our virtuous at- 
taiiuaents. And when we reap this profit 
by it, it will eure iaH our indifFerency and 
averfibn to it, said makeus run to it liie next 
time With earneftnefe and defire, as we would 
to a moft deGcious and enlivening entertain- 
ment. Wefhall BO more account it afnritlels 
work, when once we liave tatted %efe iweet 
2tndwholfomeeffea«ofit; butdefiretoiharc 
iii^ it oftner, Bi^ it'cah be had, ' ataiMefe the 
time that ever we came thereto. 

6ER- 
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SERMON XL 

To exceed the righteoufnefs of the 
fcribes and pharifees. 

[From H o R N E c k's Difcourfes upon the Sermon oh 
the Mount.] 

M A t T, V. 20, 

Except your righteoufnefs fhall exceed the 
righteoufnefs of the fcribes and pharifees^ 
ye Jhail in no cqfe enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, 

TH E fcribes and pharifees wer6 
held in great eftimation among 
the Jews, and were looked upon as perfons 
of the moft exemplary life arid coiiverfa- 
tidn ; neverthelefs, our Saviour here pofi- 
tively aiTures us, that except our righteouf*- 
nefs ihall exceed theirs^ we fhall in no 
cafe enter into the kingdom of heaven. It 
cdnCerns us therefore to inquire into this 
matter, in order to find, if we can, wherein 
their righteoufnefs was defedive ; and con- 
fequently may learn how to make ours ex- 
VoL. in, N c^ed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 78 ' To exceed the righteoufnefs of 

ceed theirs ; left for want thereof, we incur 
the heavy fentence here pronounced. 
To which purpofe, I fhall 

I. G)nfider, who \}c\.t{tfcribes zxid,phari^ 
fees were, 

II. What fuch was their righteoufnefs. 

III. How ours ought to exceed theirs, 
' And, 

IV. The danger if it do not. 

I. I am to confider, who thefe fcribes 
and pharifees were. 

The fcribes were an order or degree of 
men that applied themfelves to the ftudy- 
ing of Mofes's law; and fo took upon 
them to write out, and to read the fcrip- 
tures of the old teftament, publickly, in 
the temple, and in the fynagogue$ ; and to 
interpret and expound them to the people; 
to refolve all dubious queftions about the 
law, and to anfwer objeftions made againft 
it ; and ta preferve the genealogies of every 
tribe, efpecially of the royal family. Thus 
Shaphan the fcribe is faid to have read the 
law to king Jojiab^ in the twenty-fecond 
chapter of the fecond book of Kings. And 

Ezra^ 
2 
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Eztay in the book that bears his name, is 
faid to be a ready fcribe in the law of Mofe^i 

In the new teftament, they are mentioned 
in places without nutaber. They were the 
perfohs, together with the chief priefts< 
whom Herod confulted^ to know where 
Chrift Ihould be born. They ^ere the 
perfons who told the people, that Elias 
muft firft come before the Meffiah. They 
fate, together with the pharifees, in Mofes's 
feat, arid taught the people* Arid it was 
by them, that Mofes was preached in every 
city, and read in the fynagogucs every 
fabbath day. 

Hence they, being vcrjr converfant . in 
the fcripturea, were.ftill had in great efteem 
by the people, and particularly by the pha- 
rifees, with whom they commonly joined 
in their opinions and pradices. And that 
they might ftot only preferve^ but increafei 
this efteem they had got, they were fo cun- 
ning.and fubtle, as ftill to be finding out 
new notions to pleafe the people with. 

For which end, they were forced to lay 

afide the plain literal meaning of the fcrip- 

tures, as a thing much below them to 

mind j and to invent fpiritual and myftical 

N 2 fenfes 
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fenfes for every place of fcripture : Whicli 
at length fwelled to thatt number^ that by 
reafon of their new and figurative interpre- 
tations, the word of God wa& fo corrupted, 
and the true meaning of it fo miferably 
perverted, that our Saviour himfelf tell« 
them, they had made - the word of Gid of 
none effeSl by their tradition. — r- Thefe were 
the fcribes. 

To exhibit a proper nation of the Pha-* 
rifeesy it is to be obferved, that at the time 
when our Saviour Chrift appeared in the 
world, there were three fSunbus feds an^ong 
the Jews : the Pharifees^ the Sadducees^ and 
the Effenes. The Pharifees, are very fre- 
quently mentioned in the New Teftament> 
the Saddacees but feldom, an4 the Effenes 
never. 

The Pharifies were an order of men, who 
diftinguifhed themfelve^ fiom the vulgar, by 
certain aufterities and mortifications, and a 
feemingly precifer way of living. Yet t)i«y 
lived and converfed in cities and towns ; 
J^nd were fo far from avoiding^ that they 
feemed to afi^e<9: places where there was a 
great concourfe of people. When they be-* 
gan, or who was the firft founder of them» 

is 
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is uncertain. But it is probaWe, the infti- 
tution of the Nazarites of old, who we 
read of in the fixth chapter of the book of 
Numbers ^^ and the order of the Rechabites af- 
terward, whom we meet with in the thirty 
fifth chapter of Jeremiah ; or the ftridtnefs 
of the Hq/jJeans, of "Whom mention is made 
by the Jewifh writers of thofe times j I fay, 
k is probable, that the inftitution of thefe, 
or fome of thefe focieties, might give oc- 
eafion to this peculiar way of living ; tho' 
the Pharifees afterwards degenerated from 
thofe fober patterns ; and at laft abufed the 
pious and well meant felf-denials of thofe 
that went before them, into fuperftition. 

The Effenes were a kind of hermits, who 
chofe to dwell in the country, as far from 
crouds as they could. And though they 
had iiewards of their own in cities and 
populous places, to receive and entertain 
thofe of their fedt, whofe occafions led them 
to pafis that way, yet their chief abode was 
in a wildcrnefs, not idX from Jericho ; from 
whence, as they increafed in number, they 
diipetfird themfelves, and planted colonies 
in other places. Thefe were a modefter 
and fobcrer foct of pefople, and ftudied felf- 
N 3 denial 
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denlar too, but to better and greater pur-» 
pofes than the pharifees ; and that is pot- 
fibjy the reafon, why our Lord paffeth no 
cenfure upon them ; becaufe their fervice 
for the moft part was reafonable ; and in 
their morals, they came very near to the 
chriftian inftitution : And it ia likely, that 
moft of them turned chriftians afterwards, 
being fo well qualified and prepared already 
for that excellent difcipline. 

The Sadducees were fenfualifts, and Epi*- 
cureans, and denied the being of another 
world. They pretended indeed to keep clofe 
to the letter of the law of Mofes, and rer 
jeded tradition, and derided the pharifees, 
who were great admirers of it; but they 
were at the fame time loofe and profligate, 
debauched and cruel, which is a temper a^ 
greeabie enough to their main principle, 
namely, that men die like beafts, and that 
there is no refurredion of the dead. 

TTbe word pharifee fignifies a feparatift. 
And they were fo called, becaufe they fepar 
rated themfelves from other people, by an 
afFefted piety, which pafled for great ftriiJl^ 
nefs in thofe days, and gave occafion tp 
jSt. Paul to fay, that before his converfioq, 
Jie lived after tbefiridlefi way of the Jewifl^ 
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religion, that is to fay, he lived a phari- 
fee. — Thefe were the fcribes and phari-- 
ytvx.— -The 

lid thing I propofed was to (hew, what 

fuch was their righteoufnefs. Many in- 

ftances thereof are recited in holy fcrip- 
ture. They gave alms : They prayed, and 
prayed very long : They failed ; and when 
they fafted, disfigured their faces, and look- 
ed difmally : They prailed God, and gave 
him thanks for his mercies : They were no 
fcandalous oflFenders, extortioners, unjuft, 
adulterers : They were ready to refolve cafes 
of confcience : They taught the dodrinc, 
and maintained the law of Mofes : They 
garniftied, adorned, and beautified the fe* 
pulchres of the ancient prophets, and kept 
them in repair with great veneration : They 
had a great regard for the traditions of their 
church : They were very punctual in pay- 
ing tithes : They were often purifying and 
wafhing themfelves, not only their hands 
and feet, but their whole bodies ; efpecially, 
when they came from the market place, or 
other places of public refort ; being fearful 
left fome uncleannefs Ihould ftick to then, 
Vhich they might have contracted by con- 
N 4 verfing 
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verfing in public : They took great pains to 
make profelytea and converts to thdr reli-t, 
gion ; for they compafled fea ^nd land to 
do it : They were fo ftri£t, or fo nice ra-r 
ther, that they were afraid of touching a 
perfon, who was counted an open and fcan-^ 
dalous finner ; would not only not eat with 
him, but not fo much as touch him j which 
was the reafon why the pharifee, in whofe 
houfe Chrift dined, found fault with our 
Saviour, for fufFering himfelf to be touched 
by a woman, who had been a notorious 
finner, — Befides their tithes, they feparated 
their firft-fruits, and the thirtieth and fif- 
tieth part of their incomes to pious ufes^ 
And as to all vows and facrifices, no per-i 
fons were more punctual to pay or difcharge 
them, than they were. 

This was the righteoufnefs of the fcribes 
and Pharifees. And now, moft of this looks 
well. And one would wonder atfirfl: fight, 
how our Lord could find fault with thefe 
performances. One would fuppofe, that 
inftead of blaming, he fhould have com- 
mended thefli for fo doing. And how many 
thoufands are there in the world, that do 
liot half fo much in matters of religion ? 

andt 
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and are fo far from dreaming of going be-* 
yond all this, tha,t they would lopk Dpo^ 
themfelves as extraordinary faint)) if they 
fhpuld only come up to what thefcribes and 
pharifees did. And yet our Lord tells us, 
that unlefs our righteoufnefs exceed theirs,, 
we fliall in no cafe enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. 

It concerns us therefore to inquire fur- 
ther iato this particular, and to fee if wa 
can, wherein their righteoufnefs was defec-* 
tive : For fome great defcdk in it there cer-* 
tainly was, or elfe our Lord would never 
have paffed this heavy doom upon us, if 
ours fliould not exceed it. And, in fhort, 
when we come to confider it, we fball find 
that their righteoufnefs was exceedingly de-» 
iedive in feveral particular*. As, 

Firft of all ; They laid the ftrefs of their 
devotion upon the bare outward tafk and 
performance, without any regard to the //r- 
v^ard frame of their hearts. To have their 
minds feafoned at the fame time with a due 
fcnfe of God*s greatnefs, or their own im-i 
perfedions, was the fertheft thing fro^ 
their imagination. They thought God 
would be ple^fed with the flaying of a.buV: 
3 lock. 
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lock, a lamb, or an he-goat ; and they 
meafured their prayers, not fo much by 
the great fenfe they had of the divine pre- 
fence, as by the Jength and number of 
them ; not confidering all the while, that 
the thing which God chiefly required in 
their religious fervice, was an humble and 
contrite fpirit. 

In the next place. They were very zea- 
lous for the ceremonial part of religion, but 
very regardlefs of the moral and more fub- 
flantial part of it. The omiffion of a 
ceremony afFeded them more, than the 
omiflion of a pious and fober converfation. 
And to this purpofe our Saviour tells them. 
Wo unto you^ fays he, fcribes and pharifeesy 
hypocrites, nvhojirainat a gnat, and fwaU 
low a camel. Te pay tithe of mint, and 
cummin, and anife, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law^ judgment^ 
mercy, and faith. 

Another defedl in their religion was, 
that they were abominably felfijh in all 
their religious undertakings; for they did 
all their works to be feen of men. This 
was the worm that did eat out the heart of 
their religion, that corrupted their alms, 

their 
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their prayers, their faftinggj their felf- 
denials, their mortifications, and all that 
they did. Their principal defign was, tQ 
advance and promote their own profit, in- 
tereft, and credit ; and to gain the ap-- 
plaufes and admirations of men. Though 
they made long* prayers, yet it feems it 
was, to devour widows houfes. Their 
very dodrines were fuited to their profit 
^nd intereft. They taught the people, 
that there was greater holinefs in the gold 
of the temple, than in the temple; and 
that there was greater fandity in the gift 
upon the altar, than in- the altar itfelfj 
therehy to irjduce the people, to bring 
gold, and gifts, into the temple ; by which 
they received no finall advanta^. 

Another defedl: was, that though they 
owned indeed, and profefled, and taught 
the law of Mofes, yet at the fame time 
they preferred their own traditions before it. 
It was a common proverb among them, 
*' That the words of the fcribes were more 
^* worthy than the words of the law*'* 
And where it fo happened, that the law of 
Mofes and their tradition interfered with 
pach other, they did not chafe to interpret 

their 
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Iheir tradition according to the fenfe and 
meaning , of the law, but interpreted the 
law according to their own tradition. 

Finally, They were very fevere and ftrlffc 
in keeping fome commandments of God, 
but very carelefs and negligent as to others. 
They hated extortion; but were mali- 
cious to a prodigy: They wxxild not be 
drunk ; but were abominably proud : They 
l;\rere for giving alms to people t>f their own 
fe<S ; but looked upon it as finfiil to relieve 
a poor Samaritan : They were for ftridnefs 
cf life before others ; but were loofe and 
wicked in fecret : They abhorred adultery ; 
Imt were flaves to ambition and vain glory ; 
They bound heafy burdens on other mens 
Ihoulders ; but would not touch them with 
one of their own fingers : And while they 
preflcd a fevere obfervance of the f^jbath, 
they forgot that they were not only to reft 
from bodily labour, but from fin alfo. 

Having thus feen what defeds there 
were in the righteoufnefe c^the fcribes and 
pharifees ; the way is made eafy to my 

;' Hid particulair^ wherein I propofc to 

ihewy.. in what refpeSts our rigbteoufnefs 

ought to exceed theirs. 

Firft, 
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Firft, It ought to exceed their^ xxxjinctr-^ 
ily} it being that within^ which we feem to 
be without. Cl^rift is not. againft outward 
devotion j he hath no diflike of an outward 
profelfion; he hath never declared againfl: 
decent external ceremonies : But the thing 
lies here; he requires that we fliould be 
devout afltd ferious within, as well as with- 
out ; ^nd that we take care that what wc 
do without> arife from a fenfe of God 
within. He requhres, that we do not only 
pretend to religion, but pradife it; not 
only talk, and difpute, and entertain our** 
felves with fpeculations apd difcourfes of it, 
but live up to hs holy rules and precepts. 

Another thing in which our righteoufnefe 
ought to 'exceed theirs, is, To have pure 
and holy epuis and defigns in our religious 
adions. Chrift is fo far from difcouraging 
his follotrcrs {pym many of the felf-denials 
fuid fcverities that the fcribes and jpharifees 
praftifed, that in many cafes his do(a:rine 
prefleth nothing more; infomuch that the 
greater our £elf-deni^ls often are, the bet- 
ter ehniftians we are. But the thing which 
he above all requires, is a right end and 
intention in all this. We ought, with the 

fcribes 
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fcribes and pharifees, W faft and pray, ancf 
td continue fefvent in prayer a long time i 
we ought, with them, to give alms, and 
to give vei'y liberally ; to deny ourfelves in 
a thoufand vanities w^hich the v^orld doats 
upon, and to mortify our bodies in a decent 
manner: But here again lies the cafe; we 
ought to take Car6 all the while, that we 
have lio fecret hopes or defigns, either of 
promoting hereby our worldly profit and 
intereft, of of gaining the applaufe of ouf 
neighbours, or of making God arfiends for 
fome fins which We are loth to part with. 

Our righteoufnefs ought alfo to exceed 
theirs in humility ; not only in having a 
juft fenfe of our errors and many infirmi-' 
ties, but alfo in having low and hufabl* 
thoughts of our religious performances \ 
acknowledging that it i» by the grace of 
God we are what we are, and that by 
the influence of that grace^ thofe perform-- 
ances are wrought ;* and confcffing from 
the heart, when we have done all that we 
are commanded to do, that we are unpro-»^ 
fitable fervants, and have done no more 
than our duty. 

Finally, 
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Finally, our righteoufnefs ought to ex- 
ceed theirs in charity^ or a compaffionate 
temper towards all forts of diftreffed perfons. 
The fcribes and pharifees extended their 
charity to perfons only of their own fe£t. 
I need not to obferve, that charity confifts 
in many other things befides giving of 
alms. For if almfgiving had been all the 
charity that was neceflary to falvation, the 
fcribes and pharifees had been confiderable 
men. For they were free and liberal 
enough towards thofe of their own party. 
But charity is a larger and a nobler virtue. 
It extends its arms, not only to all forts of 
objefls, whether friends or foes, whether 
relations or ftrangers, but (as far as its 
ability reacheth, and opportunity offers it 
felf) to all forts of diftreflfes. It doth not 
only feed and cloath, but admonifh, and 
reprove, and inftrud):, and afiift, and fome- 
times correct and punifli. It embraceth 
enemies. It judgeth favourably of pious 
heathens, much more of pious chriftians, 
though diflFering from it in opinion. It 
condemns none, whom God hath not con- 
demned. It worketh no evil to its neigh- 
bour ; but is ready unto every good word 
and work. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are the particulars, in which olii* 
irighteoufoefs ought to exceed the righteouti 
nef$ of the fcribes and jpharifees. I comet 
now, in the 

IVth and laft place^ to confi^ef, tht 
danger we are in if it do not j we ftiall ifl 
no cafe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

This, one would think, Ihould rouz^ 
every one of us, to take this threatening 
into ferious confideration. If we go no 
farther in our righteoufnefs than thefe un* 
happy men did, by this rule of our judge 
'We muft inevitably be miferable* 

If therefore any of us have hitherto Iai4 
the flrefs of our devotion upon the outward 
performance, and have been ftrangers td 
the inward frame of mind^ which alone i« 
in the light of God of great price ; if w< 
have been zealous for fmall, inconfiderable! 
things, in matters of religion, and hav« 
neglcded the more fubdantial and. weighty 
p»t of it ; if we have been feififti in ont 
ji£ls of piety and righteoufnefs, and hav« 
been devout for worldly end^ more thafl 
from a fenfo of our duty ; if we have been 
care^l to obferve ibme of the command^ 

mentft 
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itnents of the gofpel, and made no con- 
fcience of others \ All this fabrick muft be 
pulled dovrn, and we mufl begin upon i 
mew foundactioii, by applyiitg ourfelves to 
^ true gofpel life an^ tempef . 

If we are to exceed thefe men in their 
righteouftieftj we muft do mbre than they 
did. We muft take care to be pirfed: in 
the duties I have juft now mentioned, of 
Sincerity, ()f acting for i right end, of hu-* 
mility, ' charity, and liiiiyerfal; obedience. 
For thefef qnilifications redify T^hat wai 
Amifs in the rightedufrids of thefe men^ 
ind fef us in the right way, from which 
they erred. 

Their righteoufnefs was an external, me- 
chanical kind of righteoufnefs. It was not 
free, not natural. They took no care to 
reform their thoughts, defires, and affec- 
tions. And it is to be feared, that this is 
the cafe of too many qhriftians. Nay, thour 
fands there are, who do not come up fo 
imuch as to the negative virtues of the 
fcribes and pharifees. They were no 
druiikaf ds, no fwearers, no extortioners, no 
whoremongers; and yet how many, that 
jprofefs themfelves enlightened by the gofpel 

Vol. III. O ' of 
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of Chrift, fall fhort in feveral of thefe re- 
fpeds ? And if even thofe, who do not ex- 
ceed the righteoufnefs of thefe men, fhall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
what then will become of aU thofe, who 
are not fo good as they ? 

Surely, it muft be a deplorable condiw 
tion, when men have flattered thcmfelvea 
all their life time^ with hopes of entering 
into the kingdom of heaven ; to find 
themfelves at laft Ihut out ? Therefore, left 
this ihould be the cafe of any of us, let U9 
purify our hearts and minds, and take tare 
that none of the leaven of the fcribcs and 
pharifees cleave unto us* 
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SERMON XIL 

Hindrances of religion. 

[From Dn O w t r a m.] 

i CO Ri iv. l8. 
We look not at the things which are feetii 
but at the things which are not/een ; for 
the things which arefeen are temporal^ but 
the things which are notfeen are eternal. 

THESE Words af e fpokeri of otlf ftate 
as it ought to be, and not as what it 
Ideally is. The truly religious man looketh 
forward unto the rewards atid joys of an- 
other world, and in profpe£t thereof difre- 
gardeth the events of all temporal things 
here below. And we fhould all do fd, were 
we not hindered by divers worldly occur- 
rences and confiderations ; the removal of 
which ftiall be the fubjedi of my prefent 
difcourfe. 

One thing, aiid the fifft, which hitiders 

our attending to the eternal concerns of the 

other world, is this ; That we are early ac^ 

O 2 cujiomed 
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cufitmed to Hve the contrary life of worldlineft 
and fenfuality . There and thence we begin 
to live J it is long before we arrive to any 
confiderable ufe of our reafon, and longer 
ftill before we attain to any meafures of re- 
ligion/ We do at firft judge of all things by 
the feeing of the eye, and the hearing of 
the ear, and by the notices of our bodily 
fenfes j and we are fallen fo far down the 
hill before we are aware, that it is very hard 
ever to return back again. 

All thofe things that feed and flatter oui- 
fenfes, they are of ready, eafy precepts j 
we aeed take no pains to fee what is pica- 
fant, nor to taile that which is fweet^ nor ta 
hear that which is delightful : It cofta us no 
labour at alt, to be inclined to pride, and 
eafe, and fenfuality : It is not matter of diffi- 
culty to us, to love that which gives ua 
pleafure, and to hate that which creates un-» 
ealinefs to us. Whence it comes to paf?> 
that we fink deep into the life of fenfuality^i 
very, early in our youth, before we are well 
aware of our greateft duties and concern- 
jaetits. ; and being engaged by nature^ and 
wftituted by cuftom at firft to live by fJeafe^ 

we 
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we find it very difficult afterwards to liv6 
at any other rate. 

We find it very difguftful to us, to deny 
our fenfes any thing they have been ac- 
cuftomed to enjoy. It is hard to ftarve an 
inordinate appetite ; it is difficult to reftrairi 
an urgent defire ; we cannot eafily forego 
the acquaintance of our mafter-delights, nor 
frown upon the temptations that flatter us, 
and that have formerly miniftred pleafure 
unto us : Hence it is that Solomon advifes, 
that a child Jhould be trained up in the way he 
jhould go ; and when he is old^ he will not de^ 
part from it : And it is required, to remem^ 
ber our creator in the days of our youth \ which 
differs not from the apoftle's fenfe, where we 
are commanded to flee youthful li^s. Every 
man is naturally a ftranger to fpiritual things, 
for the natural man receii^eth not the things 
qfthefpirit of God. But much more are they 
eftranged from thefe things, and with great- 
eft difficulties are they brought to any fenfe or 
feeling, any tafte and liking of them, who 
have long lived the life of worldlinefs and 
fenfuality. 

A Second reafon why we attend fo 
O 3 little 
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little to the concerns of the other world, and 
why the things which are not feen have fo 
little influence upon us, is this ; That in 
this life we go beyond and be/ides the meafuresaf 
Qod^spromifes: And that, both in refpe^ 
of the things we defire^ and of the time we 
4elire them in. In both which regards, we 
exceed the meafures of God's promifes, and 
confequently fet our hearts befide the foun- 
dation which a truly religious man ought to 
proceed upon. 

We exceed the meafure of God's promifes 
ia the things we defire^ not becaufe God 
doth not promife that which is fufEcient, 
but becaufe we defi re more than enough. 
God hath not promifed wealth and honours, 
riches and abundance to every man : All 
men were not born to be great and powerful; 
we cannot all defcend from kings and 
princes; we cannot all dwell in courts and 
palaces ; noble blood runs but in few chan- 
nels : If there were no fubjedts, there would 
be no kings ; nor could there be mailers, 
nnlefs there were fervants to make them 
fuch. The perfection of the world? the or-** 
derly adminiftration of human affairs, do 
recjuire that there be a great diverfity amongft 

men, 
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men. There muft be rich and poor, high 
and low, great and linall, rulers and fub- 
jefte both together, and one as well as an- 
other ; for perfed equality will bring on a 
ftate of dilbrder and confufion. 

Now herein is the excefs and error of 
mens defires ; every man would be great, 
every man would be rich, honourable, and 
noble J every man would poffefs the greateft 
eilate, the noMeft honours, and the higheft 
preferments. Men iove to be in the world, 
like the Pharifees in fynagogues, in the 
higheft roomS;. But this is a defign which 
cannot be performed, becaufe it is not pro- 
mifed ; and feeing there is in this cafe no 
promife from God, there can be no reafon- 
able expe£tation in man. 

Now let every man judge impartially, 
whether this be not his own condition. Is 
]ft aot his defign to get a great eftate ? Of 
this he cannot have a religious expe<3:ation, 
for it is not promifed unto him j food and 
raiment he may expert, and content alfo to- 
gether with them, for thus far God hath pro- 
mifed to fupply him, if he be not wanting to 

feimfelf. But that he fhall be as rich as his 
O 4 neighs 
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neighbour, or as fuccefsful as his brothw^ 
or as well preferred as his friend, or as well 
efteemed as his enemy,— this is not neceiTary 
for him, nor perhaps good for others, nor 
promifed by God, nor attainable by lawful 
means ; and therefore in fach g defign he 
cannot be moved by a religioy? expcftation; 
It is to be feared that we are all of u% 
much to blame in thefe thioga. We are ap| 
to ft retch our defires in earthly things fur-r 
tber than God hath intended his promifes# 
How few ^re ^here that can be content with 
^hat which is moderate, tho* that which i\ 
fuch be more fufficient than that which \% 
too mijch. Pehold the poor man who la-? 
hours for hi$ daily fuftenance, he is as fa-^ 
tisfied as the rich nian who employs him ; 
and yet neither of them perhaps fully fatif- 
fied. He would poflfefs the place of thai 
fame rich man, and he the place of hinx 
that is above him } and were we but all one 
degree higher, we think we fhould do well- 
enough ; for we fee content dwelling in the 
degree juft above us; and yet behold when 
we are advanced to that degree, content ia; 
fled from, thence, and v^e are even yet but 
where we were before^ 

In 
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In the mean time, while every man run$ 
beyond the goal, and ftretches himfelf be-p 
yond fufficiency, and overflioots the pro-* 
mifes of God, and his own need, in the in-r 
ordinancy of his delires; no wonder if ^hc 
wavers, where God hath not eftablifhed him } 
if he fluftuate in his hopes, where God hath 
not promifcd to gratify his defires ; no won- 
der if he be full of uncertainties, doubts, 
fears, ^ifquiets, without faith, without 
{lope, without aflurance, without comfort, 
where he is gone fo far that he hath \tft 
God behind him, and defires a greater por-r 
tion than God*s infinite bounty thinks and 
knows to be fufficient for him. 

And as men exceed the promifes of God 
in the meafure of the tfJngs that they dejire^ 
^ fo likewife in the time that they defire them 
in. We are generally very forward and im- 
patient, very greedy and importunate for 
our ends; we are not willing to ftay God's 
time, for Qur portions and allotments in 
this world. 

It is a great difeafe, and very common to 
be inftantly weary of thofe burdens that 
God lays upon us. If we be a while fick,. 
liow impatiently do we long for health ? If 
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ire be wronged and injured, how vehe- 
mently do we defire to be righted forthwith? 
If an enemy hath wounded our honour, 
ftained and blemifhed our reputation by a 
falfe report ; how earneflly do we long to 
meet, and to convince him ? We know no 
reft, we are not at eafe, we know not well 
bow to eat, or drink, or fleep, till we meet 
the enemy, till we have retrieved our ho- 
nour, and thrown back the afperfion from 
our felves upon him. 

Thus it IS in all our griefs. We are im- 
portunate in our demands ; and will not ftay 
till our relief comes. But now true religion, 
which looketh forward unto the things which 
are not feen, is not fo impatient. Have we 
an infirm body ? Let us wait God's time for 
hcakb ; and if it never comes on this fide 
the grave, yet we know that hereafter our 
bodies fhall be fafhioned like unto Chrift's 
glorious body. Have we a broken fortune, 
or are we in diftreflled circumftances ? Let 
us truft in God for the recovery of all things, 
but wait God's time ; for true religion is 
always patient. Many a time hath the fun 
broke into an excellent luftre, after a cloudy 

gloom. 
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gloom, or a violent ftorm : Many a time 
hath God reftored riches after poverty, and 
caufed a flourifliing eftate to grow out of 
the aflies of a confumed fortune : Many a 
time hath he reclaimed the profligate, and 
fnatched the firebrand out of the fire, and 
drawn the lamb out of the wolf's mouth, 
giving joy for heavinefs, and a garment of 
praife for a fpirit of mourning. 

But then, God's own time muft be waited 
for. We muft not number minutes. We 
muft not determine moments, we muft not 
prefcribe times and feafons unto God. We 
that cannot make the fun arife, muft not fet 
God a day. For if we be in hafte, we do 
not aft according to a true chriftian expedla-^ 
tion ; our hafte will make our ends flow, 
and our forwardnefs will inflame our itapa-?- 
tience, will rent our hopes, will cool the 
band of Go4j which would otherwife work 
our defires. In the mean time, let us con- 
fider this : When we have been fick, and 
poor, and injured, and deprefled, and 
afflided long enough ; then God will deli- 
ver, and not before : and becaufe we expert 
deliverance before, therefore we do not adl 
}ike chriftiaus. 

A Third 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



204 Hindrances of religion^ 

A Third thing which hinders mens 
having an eye to the things which are not 
feen, and living according to a true religi-t 
ous expectation, is, becaufe they never ap^ 
prebend them/elves to have any need of fo 
living. Religion looks at its portion afar 
cflF; whereas they have all they ftand in 
need of, under their hands ; they have their 
portion in poffeflion, youth, health, ftrength, 
riches, honours, preferments, all things they 
defire, or know to be defirable, behold they 
have them in view, nay they have them in 
poffeflion ; and fo they do not ftand in need 
of looking forward into futurity to make them 
happy, becaufe they fee and enjoy all the 
good things that they defire here at prefent. 

Thus doth the rich man rejoice in hisr 
prefent fortune, and the charms of his own 
heart, Soul^ thou haji much goods laid up for 
many years 'y take thine eafey eat^ drinky and 
ke merry. Behold, he had a great ftock and 
fufficiency of prefent comforts j he fed his 
eye with plenty of c6rn, and grafpedt 
his treafures in his hand ; he had his trea-! 
fures laid up in his barns, and had locked 
up his content in his own poffeflion ; and 
^hat need of living upon the profpe6t of 

futu-R 
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futurity, when there was prefent enjoy- 
taent ? what need of borrowing contents 
from the expectation of what was to come, 
when he had abundance of contents at pre-^ 
fent ? — It is diftrefs that drives us unto Godi 
It is weaknefs, that makes us lay hold on 
ftrength ; and fenfe of poverty that gives us 
the defire of being rich ; according to that 
of the prophet, In their qffliBions they will 
feek me early. 

It is feldom that men feek the Lord, un- 
lefs they need fome good, or fear fome eviL 
It is hunger makes us cry for bread, and na-^ 
kednefs makes us provide for cloathing, or 
danger forcethus unto God. Therefore faith 
the prophet. Wo unto them that rife up early 
in the mornings that they may follow flrong 
drink, that continue until nighty till the wine 
in/lame them. And the harp^ and the viol^ 
the tabret^ and the, pipe^ and wine are in 
their fec^s\ but they regard not the^work of 
the Lord, neither confder the operations of 
his hands. When there was fuch plenty of 
wine and mufick, and flrong drink, where 
flourifhing profperity was watered with ri- 
vers of pleafure ; then they were fo far from 
regarding the words of God's mouthy, that 

IS, 
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is, living by pfomife of better things td 
(tome, that they regarded not the work of" 
his hands. 

Charge thini (fays the apoftle) that are 
rich in this worlds that they be not high'- 
minded^ nor trUfi in urtcertdin riches^ hut in 
the living Gody 'Who giveth iii all things richly 
to enjoy. It is all hard thing, it fhould feem, 
to have riches, and riot to fruft in them ; to 
have wealth, and not to be high-minded : 
And therefore it ofteii comes to pafs, that 
they that have riches, dnd power, and con- 
tent, and fatisfa^on enough, or think there 
may be enough df thefe without God, 
never look further than thefe things ; for 
we never feek unto God, till iieeeffity leads 
us unto him^ 

A Fourth thing w^hich hinders our at-* 
tending to the eternal concerns of the other 
world, is this j namely, Becaufe the Ufe of 
religion puts us upon continual exercife of mind ^ 
and fets all our powers npont the ftretch, 
^nd often carries muchof conteft and anxiety 
in it : And therefore feeing we are fo much 
inclined to floth and eafe and carnal fecufity, 
we are loth to live in fo continual a labour, 

and 
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and to giVe our felves the trouble of a con- 
tinual watch or battle againft the world. 

The holy fcripture in many places repre- 
fents the chrillian life as a warfare, and 
therefore a ftate of ftria: and righteous difci- 
pline. tVe wrejile not againft Jlejh and blood 
(fays the apoftle), but againft principalities 
and powers j and therefore we mujl put on 
the •whole armour of God. 

The exercife of the life of a chriftiaa 
fometimes makes us weary in the day, and 
watch in the night. It fometimes makes 
our flcep fliort, and the nights long ; our 
dreams troublefome, and our waking pain- 
ful. It makes a pale face, and a thin vifage, 
and a thoughtful heart ; not of it felf, but 
by reafon of the conflias againft our vices 
Uiat it puts us upon ; nor do thofe conflias 
laft long, but lead unto triumphs and vic- 
tories, y^aunto joys and pleafures. 

In the mean time the vigorous exercife of 
religion caufes deep thoughts, ftrong affec- 
tions, vehement longings ; it wakens every 
eye, it ftrengthens every nerve, itexercifes 
every power, it tries every grace, it actu- 
ates all the vigours of the foul ; and becaufe 
this is a life of labour and ftrife, of pains 
^ and 
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and difficulties, tho* but for a time, there^^ 
fore we are loth to live a truly religious life; 

In the laji place, we are hindred from at- 
tending to the eternal concerns of the other 
World, — by the guile and humour of thii 
World. 

And this is tb^ reafon why the apoftld 
exhorts us, Be not conformed to this worlds 
hut be ye tr an formed by the renewing ofyouih 
minds. 

Now there are three things wherein wd 
are deceived by the guife of th€ world ; 

We fee men labouring for other ends than 
the ends of religion : 

We fee xSMtvd fucceed fometimes in thofd 
labours : 

And we lee them "Valued for that fucceis. 

It is in the guife x)f the world ^ ftrangci' 
thing, to feek for any thing but worldly 
things. Solomon\ deiign tuns itt moft mena 
minds : / made (fays he) great works ; I 
buUded me hofes^ I planted me vineyards^ Imad^ 
me gardens and orchards^ Iplanted trees in theni 
of all kinds J I made me pools of water ^ I got mi 
fervants and maidens^ great pojfeffions of griai 
andfmall cattle ; I gathered mejiher and gold^ 
and the peculiar treafures f kings: I got mi 

men 
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men^ngers and momen ^ngirs^ dnd the de^ 
(lights ^ the fms ofmen^ m tmfical infiru^ 
mentSy and that rf all forts ^ and ^katfoever 
mtine eyes dejired I kept not from them ; / mth^ 
Jbdd not ray heart from any joy. Thus did 
Solomon^ thus doth every roan^s neighbour 
alma&> in feverai meaiures and degrees* He 
ieeks an eftate, he ftudies ri£hes> he catches 
at honours, he labours at the |wefennents of 
this world :*-^And this is caie of the Jirfi 
jthiogs we obferve in it. 

Agatn^ We fee one or other of our 
ixeighbours by thefe means growing rich, 
and acquiring wealth ; he hudlds houfes, he 
huys laodf he raifes his ^family, he lives^ 
high, and maintains all in a fplendid pomp* 

And, laftly^ We fee him by fecular cares 
and labours growiog rich> and valued, 
efteemed> courted, and fu^ unto, becaufe 
of thofe dfiches; and this prefendy inflames 
our fpirits, tjiis fets all on fire jto Jae as rich, 
giS noble,,as great, as much efteemed as he is* 
And hence we begin to lay our plots and de- 
figas, ^nd contrive the means of growing 
great, and rich, and popular.; and thefe de*^ 
fignsthus laid, they em;ploy our heads, eiir 
hearts, opr liands, in the- getting of iriahes 
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and honours \ they lay God afide, they re^ 
jnove heaven out of our thoughts, they baniflx 
truth out of our mouths, they throw juftice 
irom our hearts^ they cut off the finews of 
faith, they extinguifli every fpark of lovei 
they fill our minds with covetoufnefs, and 
our tongues with guile, and teach our lips 
to utter lies ; they kindle a thirft in us after 
other mens goods \ they anoint our hands 
with the fweat of the poor ; they pave our 
way with frauds and deceits. In the meaa 
time, notwithftanding all this, the world 
will admire a fool if he be rich; or, how- 
ever, he will blefs and admire himfelf.— ^^ 
Whereas the life of true religion is on the 
contrary : The life of religion is a thing un- 
feen, unknown, obfcure, and nothing po- 
pular ; for our life is hid with Chrift in Godi 
Religion doth not fhine and glitter in the 
world ; it doth not walk iri filks, nor rattle 
in coaches, nor prefent it felf to be admired 
and gazed on in the ftreets. It doth not 
prefer and advance, ennoble and elevate a 
j^tk in this world ; no, nor doth it fpeak 
vehemently ev^en in its religious fervices, 
nor is loud and clamorous in prayer, nor is 
it cried up for zeal and godlinefs^ : But it 15 a 

filcnt^ 
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filent, humble, hidden thing, that dwells 
at home, that prays in the clofet, that fighs 
\?vithin its own breaft, that lives hard and 
low, mean and obfcure, teacheth a man how 
to eat bread, and drink, water, and to give 
God thanks : And hence it comes to pafs, 
that it isi mean and ignoble, little and de-» 
fpifed in the eye of the world* 

Thus you have feen, how it coines to 
pafs that we are eftranged from the life of 
godlinefs t 

I. We are engaged by our bodily lenfes 
early and betimes, in the morning of out* 
lives. 

2i We live beyond and befides the mea- 
fure and degrees of God's promifes. 

$• We are not often fenfible of the ne- 
ceffity of regarding future things, becaufe 
We rejoice in the fufficiency of the prefent. 

4. Religion engageth us in confli£ts and 
difficulties, in ftrife and battle againft our 
felves: And, 

Laftly, We are impofed upon by the guife 

of the world, where we fee men labouring 

with all their might for fecular things, fuc- 
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cefsful oftentimes in that labour, and valued 
for that fuccefs. 

Therefore, in the coiiclufion of the 
Whole, let us take cart, that worldly glbiy 
ihay riot dazzle our eyes> that worHly feafe 
may not charm our hearts^ to i, fbrgfet- 
fulnefs of God, of heaven^ and of oi* 
felves ; that we may not value the things 
Hat drefeen \for the things thitt arefeeh are 
temporal^ but the things that are notfeen art 
eternal. 
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of the Frlendfliip of Chrift. 

[From Dr. South'i fecond volume.] 
JOHN XV. 15. 

Henceforth I call you not Jervants ; for the 

fervant knoweth not what bis lord doeth : 

But I have called you friends ; for all things 

that I have heard of my Father^ have I 

made Imomn unto you. 

TX7E have here an account of Chriji^s 
friendjhip to his difciples ; that is, we 
have the bejl of things^ reprefented in the 
greateft of examples. In others we fee the 
e>ccellency^ buj: in Chrift, fhe divinity of 
friendship. By our baptifm and church 
cojnmxmion we are made one body with 
Chrift ; but by this w^ become one foul. 

Love 13 the greateft of human afFedbn$, 
and friendship 13 the nobleft and moft re- 
fined improvement of love ; a quality of the 
largeft compafe. And it is here admirable 
to obferye, the gradual afcent of the Icvve, 
P 3 which 
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which Chrift did bear to his difciples. The 
amajin^ greatoefs of which will appear, 
from thofe feveral degrees of kindnefs that; 
it hath manifefted to man, in the feveral 
periods of his condition. As, 

Firft^ If we confider man (mUce^ently to 
his creation ; while he yet lay in a ftate of 
non-exiftence; and confequently could have 
nothing to recommend him to Chrift^s love, 
not fhew any thing lovely, but what he 
Ihould afterwards receive from the goodnefs 
of an almighty Creaton Yet even then did 
the love of Chrift begin to work, in pur- 
pofing to create a being endowed with the 
perfedions given to mankind. 

Nejjt, let us confider the love of Chrift, 
as direftlng it felf to man aSlually created^ 
and brought into the world ; and fo, all 
thofe glorious endowments of human na- 
ture, in its original ftate and innocence, 
were fo many demonftrations of the muni- 
ficent gpodnefs of bimy by whom God firft 
made, as well as afterwards redeemed the 
world. He was created with a noble and 
clear underftanding, a rightly difpofed will, 
^nd a train of afFedions regular, and obedient, 
»Qd pcrfedly conformable to the didates of 

right 
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Tight reafon. So that, upon the whole mat- 
terV he came forth, not only the work of 
God's hands, but alfo the copy of his per- 
fedions ; for in the image of God made he 
man. 

And, laftly, let us look upon man, not 
only as created, and brought into theworld, 
with all thefe great advantages fuperadded 
to his being; but alfo, as depraved, and 
fallen from them; as an out4aw, and a 
rebel, and one that could plead a title to no- 
thing, but to the higheft feverities of a fin- 
revenging juftiee.. Yet even in this eftate 
alfo, the boundlefs love of Chrift began to 
difplay it felf, and to fhew forth its efFed-s 
towards a creature now become fo wretched, 
being not only not amiable, but highly 
odious. 

And herein we fee the afcent and progrefs 
of Chrift*s love. For, if we confider man 
in fuch a loathfome and provoking condi- 
tion, it was certainly love enough, that he 
was fpared, and permitted to enjoy a being. 
But then, not only ^to continue his being, 
but to adorn it with privilege, and from the 
number oifubjeBs to take him into the aum- 
ber offervants^ this was yet a greater love. 
P 4 But 
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But theii farther^ to advance him from a 
fervant to a friend \ this is aa inflance of 
favour^ above the rate of a created good^ 
neft, an 9& for none but the fon of God, 
who came to do every thing by miracle, to 
love fupernaturally, and to pardon infi- 
nitely. 

My text therefore declareth the engaging 
behaviour, and gracious condefcenfion of 
Chrift to his difciples, in owning them io€ 
his friends^ who were more than fuflSciently 
honoured by being his fervdnts. Henceforth 
(fays be) I caUyoti Tiot servants ; for the 
fervant kWmeth not what his lord doeth: But 
J have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard tfmy Fat her ^ have J made 
known unfiyou^ 

The name oiforvants of old was efteemed 
to imply a certain meftnnefs of mind, as well 
as lownefs of condition j elpecifilly in thofe 
ages and places of the world, in which the 
condition of fervants was extremely diffe- 
rent from what it is now amongft us ; they 
being generally Jlaves, and fuch as were 
bought and foldfbr money, andconfecjuently 
r^cJeohed bm amongft the other goods and 

chattcU 
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chattels of their mafter. It was for thi^ 
TeafoHji that Chrift thought fit;, tp wave the 
appellation of Jervant here, as, according tp 
the common ufe of it among the Jews (and, 
at that time moft nations befides), importing 
thefe three qualifications, which being di^ 
redly contrary to the fpirit of chriftianity^ 
were by no means to be allowed in any of 
Chrift's diiciples. 

The jftr/f whereof is that here mentione4 
in my te^tt, namely, an utter umcquaint-!^ 
ance with bis majier^s dejigns\ in thcfe words, 
^bejh'vant knoimth not what ins lord doeth. 
It was not ufual to make their fervants their 
counfellors ; they were to know nothing 
hut their mailers commands ; aqd in thefe 
alfo, not to know the reafop ^f them. 

And they were to be kept at a diftance, 
not only frora their mailers coi^nfels ; bu( 
alfo for the moft part from their pr^fmca 
likewife. 

But the voice of Chrift in his gofpel is^ 
Cwie to me^ all ye that are iii>eary and are 
heavy laden. The condition of a feryant 
carries him off to a diftance ; but the gofpel 
fpeaks nothing but allurement and invita- 
tion. The law concerning mafters, bids 

the 
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2iS Ofthefriendjhtpofthrtjl. 

the fervant go, and he goeth ; but the got- 
pel fays to every believer, come, and he 
Cometh, 

Secondly^ The name of a fervant in thofe 
times did import, a flavifli and degenerous 
irwe of mind ; as it is in the epiftle to the 
Romans, God hath not given us thefpirit of 
bondage again to fear. He who ferves, 
hath ftill the low and ignoble reftraints of 
dread upon his fpirit ; which in bufinefs, 
and even in the midft of aftion, cramps and 
ties up his aftivity. 

• Thirdly^ The appellation o( fervant did 
import, a mercenary temper and difpofition ; 
iand did denote fuch a one, as made his re- 
ward both ^the fole motive and meafure of 
his obedience : one, who neither loved the 
thing commanded, nor the perfon com- 
manding it ; but was wholly and only in- 
tent upon his own advantage. 

Thefe were reckoned generally to be the 
infeparable qualities of Jervants in thofe 
days; which, no doubt, were the caufe, 
why our Saviour would not treat his difci- 
pies, whom he deligned to be of a quite 
contrary difpofitiou, — ^with this appellation. 

I PRO- 
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I PROCEED therefore now to fhew, what 
is included, in that great character and pri^ 
vilege, which he was pleafed to vouchfafc 
both to them, and to all believers, in calling 
and accounting them his friends. 

And it includes in it thefe things follow- 
ing : 

!• Freedom ofaccefs. Houfe, and heart, 
apd all are open for the reception of a friend. 
The entrance is not befet with folemn ex- 
cufes, and liqgring delays ; but the paflage 
is eafy, and free from all obftrudion, and 
not only admits, but even invites the comer. 

It is true, the vaft diftance, that (in had 
put between the offending creature, and the 
offended creator, required the help of fome 
great umpire, and intercefTor, to open him 
a new way of accefs to God\ and this, 
Qhriji did for us as mediator. But we read 
of no mediator to bring us to Chriji ; for 
tho^i being God by nature, he dwelleth in 
the height of majefly, and the inaccefEble 
jglories of the godhead ; yet to keep oflF all 
ftrangenefs, between himfelf and the fons 
of men, he hath condefcended to a relatioa 
And kindred with us, he hath cloathed him* 

felf 
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230 Qfthefriendjhtp fC^hrifi. 

felf with flefh and blood, tbat fo he m^ght 
bring dowa his glories to a partaking of 
human convcrfe. 

And therefore, he that denies himfelf ap 
immediate accefs to Chrift, affronts him in 
the great relation of a friend ; thereby open- 
ing himfelf both to our perfons, and to our 
wants, with the greateft tendernefs, and the 
freeft invitation. The 

2D Privilege of friendihip, is, afar 
vourable conjlrudlion of all paflages between 
friends, that are not of fo high a nature, or 
fo evil an influence, as to diflblve that rela- 
tion. Love cover eth a multitude of fim^ 
faith the apoftle. When a fear cannot be 
taken away, the next kind office is to hide 
it. Love is never fo blind, as when it is 
to fpy faults. It is a noble, and a great 
thing, to cover the blemifties, and to exr 
cufe the failings of a friend ; to draw a cur- 
tain before his flains, and to difplay his 
perfedions ; to bury his vveaknefTes in filence, 
|>ut to proclaim his, virtues upoij the houfe 
t6p. It is an imitation of the charities of 
heaven; which, when man lies proflrat? 
in the weaknefs of fleep and wearinefs, 

fpreads 
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Serm.XIIL OfthefriendfhipdfCbnJl. iii 

fpreads the covering of night and darknefs 
over him> to conceal him m that condition % 
Biit as foori as our fpirits are refrefhed, and 
nature returns to its morning Vigour, God 
then hids the fuft to rife> and the day to 
Ihioe iipoti us; both to advance and to 
fhew that adivity. 

This is the demeanor of friendihip be- 
tween min and man. Let us «ex% confider, 
how 5t is Wt^een Chnft, and the foul that 
'depends tipon him.' He is no "tray fhort, 
in thefe offices oftefidernefs and mitigation^ 
tfu^ dti 'the contrary, i« *hy infinite degrees 
Siperior. ^ot- whdre 'ouir heart <ioth btt re-^- 
lent, ^'is nteheth; Whetfebur ey^ pities, hife 
"b^wteh yearn. How maniy trowardneffes of 
ours doth he look toVer, how many indigo 
'n Jtres doth Ihe palfs hy, ahd^ how many af^ 
Atfrfts'fioAi he put Up arour hands; ^becaiife 
^is IbVe Is invincible, atid his friehdihify 
unoha^geahle. He ^;i^eighet?h fetery aflion, 
cVeiy fmful 'infirmity, xHrith^e allowances 
df merty*; Hh'A nevet weigheth^the fin, btft 
together with«, he'Wefi^hs the foree of ^hb 
'ifidut^erit. 

. Should 'we try irien^ ^at that rate -that 1?vfe 

try Chrift- ; ^t ihould cfuickly find/ that the 

2 largeft 
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largeft flock of human friendftiip would bd 
foon exhaufted* But his compaffion follows 
us with an infinite fupply. He is God in 
\i\sfriendjhip^ as well as in his nature j and 
therefore we finful creatures are not taken 
upon advantages, nor confumed in our pro* 
Tocations. The 

. 3d Privilege Df friendfhip, is, ajym-* 
fatby in joy and grief. It is an old, and a 
wife obfervation, Th^tforrows by being com^ 
fnunicated grow lefs^ and joys by being com* 
municated grow greater. And friendfliip is 
the only fccne, upon which the glorious 
truth of this great propofition, can be fully 
exemplified and drawn forth. Which in- 
deed is a fummary defcription of the fweets 
of friendftiip ; and the whole life of a friend, 
in the feveral parts and ip.fiances of it, is 
only a more extenfive comment upon,r and 
a plainer explication of this great truth. 

Thus it is in human friendfliips* Let us 
obferve next, how Chrift fuftains and makes 
good, this generous quality of, a friendi 
And this we ftiall find fully fet forth to us, 
in thofe paflage$,of holy fcripture, • where he 
is faid to be tf merciful high prieji^ touched 

with 
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with the feeling of our infirmities i and that 
in all our aJfii£lionsj he is affiiSted. 

;He underftands the exadt meafures of 
our ftr^ngths and weakneffes. He knoweth 
our fi:ame, and remembers that we are but 
duft. 

This, in fhort, is the privilege of the 
righteous, to have a companion and a fup*- 
porter, in all the doubtful turnings, and 
doleful paflages of their Hves^ This hap* 
pinefs doth Chrift vouchfafe to all his fol- 
lower's ; that as a faviourht once fuffered 
for them, and.as a friend^ he always fuffers 
with them. The 

4TH Privilege of friendfliip, is that 
which is here fpecified in my text, a com* 
munication offecrets. — All things that I have 
biard of my Father^ I have made known unto 
you. 

To communicate a fecret to any one, is 
to exalt him to one of the royalties of hea- 
ven. For none knoweth the fecrets of a 
man^s mind, but his Gody his confcience, 
and his friend.. 

It was of old a privilege, with which God 
was pleafed to honour fuch as ferved him 

at 
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514 Ofibefrien^ipofChrifi. 
nt the rate of an extraordinary otedicnce, 
thus to admit them to a knowledge, of many 
of his great coimfeh^ locked up i&om the 
reftof the world. When God had defigned 
jthe dcftrudion dF Sodom^ the fcripture re* 
prefentshim, as unable to conceal that great 
yurpofe from Abrabcmiy whom he always 
treated as his friend and acquaintsmce; that 
is, not only with love, but alfo.with inti- 
macy and familiarity. And the L^rd faid^ 
jbaU I hide from Abraham the thing that £ 
go about to do? He thought it a viofciftion df 
the rights of iriendftiip, to referve his de- 
fign wholly to himfelf. '. 

And with regard unto Mofes^ it is faid of 
Crod, \}okzihej^ak^ tmtohhn^ nsamanjpeak-^ 
4th to his friend. 

And, in ;generad, it is faid by the p&tmifty 
vmh refpe£): onto all thole that fear God* 
that thefecret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him. 

And if God maintained fuch icitnaiaciest 
writh thofe "whttn he loved under tlae law, 
(which was a difpenfation of greater di* 
fiance ;) — ^we may be fure, that ufadet the 
^fpel (tTie very mature of which imports 
coodelSxnficQi and com.plia»Qce;)*-there mufi: 

needs 
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Serm. 2&ir! t^ the friefi$}tp(f thrift, zis 

riifeaiTje tHt iaiiife] wiff^mucK greater a'd- 
vlittagfe. 

AHtf tK^lb^e wheiifeod Hadmarilfenecl 
himfelf in the flelh, how fa^tedly' did He 
pteftrve thfs prlviiege?' Hbw freely did 
Chfift^ ufibdfi'iinhibftlftb his difeiples ? 
Vfko'ydu' {fa^fe* he)'' ifijrgiveh to know thi 
m0}rtes' of ti^e' khi^ddm' ofGod\ Sul tinto 
ofhirif ik fS^'dSle's: thaifieing th^ might not 
^el Ahd-'agkfhi h& (ay Sy Manf prophets and 
fighte^s^mfny Baift dejirettdfee' thofe thing} 
nnbicb yefie\, dk^ have lioi fieri them % and to 
hearibdfi f'biH^s ihhic$ ye hedty dnH have not 
be»rdiheM: The' 

5rH ADVAijT'AGfe'df friend{hJp,'lsVwm- 
fil and ddbici, Ih bfeing' ' fingle and'alone^ 
thifte'iS nor only 'drfcdihfirt,- btitf' Weakh^H 
alfo;- ' Aixdi'thm' fafitfgof'tte Wife m'att,'-^ 
^^69' tfti hini thW iidhne^ is 'verified upoii 
monefd^rtlYi&h, 'afu^ori th^ friehdrefs per-' 
fon^ • 

' When' a' niaft fhaiir be perplexed with' 
kttol^ aiid' diffictilti'ei ill' his affairs ; wTieri^ 
thte defefniinatldri is ' dbuttful, aiid which) 
way foever the choice determines, he isTure 
to' venture a great concerii ;— how happy 
Vol. III. CL then 
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2l6 Of the friendjhtp ofChrift. 

then is it, to fetch-in aid from another 
perfon, whofe judgment may be greater 
than our own, and whofe concern for our 
intereft is no lefs. 

Now Chrift is not failing in this office of 
a friend alfo. For in that illuftrious pre- 
diction of Ifaiah, amongft the reft of his 
great titles, he is called the Mikity Counfellor. 
And his counfel is not only fure, but alio 
free. The only price that he fets upon his 
counfel is, that we follow it; and that we 
do that, which is beft for us to do. 

He is a light to thofe that fit in darknefs.^ 
He is underftanding to the ignorant^ and 
eyes to the blind. And therefore every fin- 
cere chriftian may comfort himfelf in this 
high privilege, that : ia the great thing* 
which concern his eternal peface^ he is not 
left to ftand or fall^ by the uncertain direct 
tions of his own judgment, Chrift neyei? 
leaves any of his followers perplexed, a- 
mazed, or bewildered, where the welfare 
of their fouls requires- a better judgment Aan 
their own, either to guide them in their 
duty, or to difentangle them from a tempt- 
ation, 

6.. The 
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SjeRM.Xllt. OfthefriendppofChriJi. 21^ 

6. The laft aiid crowaihg privilege or 
property of friendfhip, is conjlancy. — ^Nof 
that we ought to fuppofe iny conftancy or 
continuance in friendfhip to be, or that it 
ought to be, fuch, — as no injuries, or pro- 
vocations whatfoever can break off. But 
the true nature of conftancy is this : It is 
fucH a ftability and firmuefs of friendfhip^ 
as overlooks and paffes by, all thofe leffef 
failures of kindnefs and refped, v^hich, 
partly thro' paflSon, partly thro* indifcre- 
tion, and fuch other frailties incident to hu- 
man nature, a man may be fomfetime^ guilty 
of,— and yet ftill retain the fame habitual 
good will, arid prevailing propenfity of 
mind, to his friend, that he had before. 

• But how few tempers in the world, are 
of that magtialiimoiis frame, as to reach the 
heights of fo great a virtue. Many offer at 
the effects of friendfhip, but they do not 
laft; they are promifing in the beginning, 
but they fail and fall fhort in the profecu- 
tion. For moft people in the world are 
a£ted by levity, and humour, and by ftrange 
and unreatfonable changes. 

But now, that we may pafs from one 

contrary to another, — Chrlft, who is the 

Q^a fame 
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fame yefterday, a^d, to dayi an4 for crer,* 
11^ his beingy i?^fo .^Ifo in* \\\^^a^jeSiion^ 

Frlendfhip is a kjnd. qf covenmt.i ajwt 
moft coyenantSiruij upon mutu?! tprni? andv 
conditions. And therefore^ Tq long as wp- 
a^e exad in fulfiBin^ th^ couditiqa^oo: our , 
pa^itsi Xmean, exaflaccprdiugrto thamea- 
furps ofjlncerity^ thq' not o&perfeQion^ we- 
ng^^y be fure that Chrift will 'not fail, in, th?- 
leafl;i to fulfil every thing on ^ pa^^ The^ 
favour of men , ia ujjfiertair^ . apd , vjnijiaWe.; 
and the, friendfhip wl^ich they, take up> uppn 
tl^e accounts of judgmenjt , and ^nerit^ they 
mfuiy times lay^ do?w{n,out . of hum^^ft . Bn^^ 
th£ fciendihipLof. Chrift hath none, of^tbefe 
weakneflcs. For.iieith|Br princip§}itigf , , n/Qp \ 
pqwers, things prefent^ nor thiag§^;^tqicoii>f , 
fhall be abli^ to feparate fnppij. Gbrjft:;tl^,(. 
meaneft of hi^ friends; . for ^w^onj-JifJc^Y^tH 
he jqveth wito thq en4?: 

Now fronv^ the.. pafjtipuiariS Jiit^ertp. difit,. 
courjfed pf> we may infer . and., leag>.} thejGe:- 
two things: : ,.^^ 

I. ^he excellency and value of J^ijeR^fbfp^^ 
Chrift the fon of the moft higji Qpjjj .thp 
fecoijid perfon in. thp. glorious Xni^jy* Jqok^ 

Upon- 
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nipon \Aih diir iiaftiire, tlfat hie might give a 
, great hifiiaiTcfe and 'exariipie of this virttfe; 
and coiiddfcefideii ^6 hek*mah^ bnlyth^ he 
Tiriight be -^friend. Oar ctfeatclr, ofurloi'd 
atid kih'^, he ^!\^^s hefore.; but he Wcmid 
Inreeds come 'd6wn fi*om 111 tlirsr, itffffl '(rn^ 
-ilbrt) bfec^ome ouV equal, that^ Mght pAf- 
;take df that n'dblfe quality that is JiropeWy 
*etweeh equals, tlhrift 'took licft *upon hifei 
?59e{h and blood, tliat he migiit toUqtifer ifed 
'^ule nations, fedd aVmies, br 'pidte j^lMicivj 
a)ut that he might have the i^dfentiiigi the 
tenderhefs, and the fcotapaffidhs t)f fclitoan 
4!ature, which re&d'er it ]^rop6riy cag^/^sfe Af 

jfrietidftiip. 

2. We learn from lieht^i *i^ h^(h »*- 
'vantage of heing tritty pioUt nAii fvgiigilmt. 
When we have faid and done all, it h only 
the true chriftian, and the religious perfon, 
who is, or can be fure of a friend ; fure of 
x)btaining, and fure of keeping him. 

But as for the friendfliip of the worlds 
when a man ihall have done all that he can 
to make one his friend, employed the ut- 
moft of his wit and labour, to create an en*- 
dearment, between him and the perfon 
Qj^ i«?liofe 
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230 Of the friendjhip of Chrijl. 

whofe fricndftiip he dcfires ; he may, after 
all his endeavours, be miferablydifappointed- 

But now, on the contrary, he who will 
give up his name to Chrift in faith un- 
feigned, and a fincere obedience to all his 
righteous laws, ihall be fure to make him a 
friend for ever; a friend, who will own 
him in his loweft condition, fpeak comfort 
to him in all his forrows, counfel him in 
all his doubts, anfwer all his wants, and 
will never leave him nor forfake him. 

But when all earthly friendfhips fliall 
fail us, he will then take us under his pro- 
tedioa, will embrace, andcherifli, andfup- 
port us ; and, as the pfalmift expreffeth it, 
lie fhall guide us with his counfel here^ and 
afterwards receive us into ^lory, - 
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SERMON XIV. 

Chance diredled by God* 

{From Dr. South's firft volume.] 
PROV. XVI. 33. 

^he lot is caji into the lap^ but the whole dif- 
pojing of it is of the Lord. 

THESE words contain a declaration 
of the exadtnefs and univerfal extent 
of the divine providence, in an inftance 
"Which of all others it is the moft unlikely 
to be concerned in; and^lhat is, the calling 
of lots: the event of which is looked upon 
as intirely cafual and accidental. 

Some there are, who would have the 
word chance or accident quite difcarded out 
of the World, as being of impious and pro- 
fane fignification. And indeed, if the word 
chance ht taken by us, in that fenfe, in which 
it was ufed by the heathens, fo as to make 
any thing cafual in refped of God himfelf, 
their exception ought juftly to be admitted. 
QJ^ But 
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But to iay a 4hing is a chance pr.CfrfiM^l^ 
as it relates to mankind, is not profancnefs, 
but a great trul^ ; ?s fig;iiifying no more, 
than that there are fome events, beyond thei 
knowledge, purpoi^,exjped^tiqn, ai^^power 
of men; And for this very reafon, becaufe 
they are fo, it is the royal prerogative of 
God himfelf, to have all thefe loofe, uneven, 
fickle uncertainties under his difpofal. 

The fubjeft therefore, that from hence 
we are naturally carried to the coniideration 
of, js tjie admiral?!,? ^fl^X^ of fhe ^iv^e 
proyidence, in managing the ^ft fiontjip- 
gent paflages ()f hupap a^J^irs ; ^fjc ht js 
C(0 intg the \ap% }uf t^e ^kple 4jfp(^l of i( 
i> of fhe ^/^r^. 

[ WJijph that I m^y tj^e bejt,er tfeat pf, \ 
fliall confider the event of a |o,t, iji )thefe 
t.wQ i:pfpq£tf : 

|. A^ |t is fubjefa to pofl's J^nf^k^ge^ 

II. ^s it }3 fubjp^ |:q jii? djpefaipi^ jin4 
providenc-^^ 

. I. Lf 1 1|| cpnAfi^j- t}}p eyeat qf ^ Ipt^ a^ 
it i§ fu^je<t tp goji!^ k^ple^e,. .^ 

T^ light pf /^/?'s ^fi(i?r%n^ing is.feHl 
^ .§iort, diroinutiv^, fpntra£te4 Ught, ancl 

X looks 
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Upthiog^utiwe, but pS[H hftthXoi^e.HndjQf 
prefqn^cf^ '}fx the 9erl;aii;i ^d .cgw^ant ^,?,n- 
^erxrf" .operation .hdoB(gipg tp i^-fayfej} a^ 
Tjs;? ^ayp, that .firmer will ,cfiule hcjit, 
apd -wl\^ it is printer, th^* 1^ be cold:: 
but whether God will condyaue the j^qrld to 
the j;e;turn of jijUOtljiejr jteafpi^, wp iMWPot 
^now^ ,by aoy <;ertajin^|;]umen^, .eitlier .ftjam 
the p,?|ture of .Q,o,d» <¥ <4 thje world. 

Put jyhep W(e (loo^ ujwu fi^ things, u 
relate tp Uje^r ^.qaji^edi^^e ,cajuJGb?, with 4 per- 
fe^a indiflFejreixce, <b thatia j-eij^e(9: .^f thew^ 
tj?jey qiju^^y iijj^ pr may ^(?)t be; haxam 
reafon can then, at the beft, but icpnje^urfi 
yf\i^ will be* An4 in fome thinjg;^, as bi;re 
in th,e c^^ipg of lofts, a m^n c?n»pt, upon 
fffy grftHR^ of rieajt>n» !?ring the ey/snt ©f 
tbej» fp pjuph a§ jai^der po^jp^fe. 

The choifte of iiaa»^s will i? indspd HO" 
certain, l^ecaufc in many cafp§ it )» freej 
\i\},\ y?t tfeerp atp cpr^^iq b^bits wd princi- 
ples ip tlie fQu), tjiat have fpin? Jcind of 
(wft? nRoq i?» apt to bias it more one W4y 
iban^nptben # tb§t japgn tb? propofalpf 

an figtess^blp Qbjfi^, ir m^y re^fon^bly bo 
conjedured, that a man's choice will rather 

incline 
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incline him to accept, than to refufe it. But 
when lots are fhuffled together, in a lap, 
nm, OT pitcher; or a man blindfold cafts a 
dye; he can have no reafon in the world to 
prefome, that he (hall draw this lot rather 
than another, or throw fuch a dye rather 
than the contrary. 

And thefe things being out of the com- 
pafs of man*s knowledge, they muft alfo 
confequently be oat of his power. For no 
man can govern that which he cannot pofli- 
bly know : Since to difpofe of a thing, im- 
plies both a knowledge of the thing to be 
difpofed of,* and of the end that it is to be 
difpofed of to. 

But now, God knows perfedly every 
event of the moft cafual things in the world. 
He, by reafon of his eternal, infinite, and 
indivifible nature, is, by one fingle ad of 
duration, prefent to all the fucceflive por- 
tions of time, and confequently, to all 
things fucceflively exifting in them. Which 
eternal indivifible ad of his exiftence, makes 
all future things adtually prefent to him. 
And it is this prefence of the objed, which 
founds the unerring certainty of his know* 
ledge. 

But 
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But I ihall not infill upon thcfe fpecula- 
tions, which, when they are moft refined9 
ferve only to fhew, how impoffible it is for 
us, to have a clear and explicit notion of 
that which is infinite. Let it fuffice us in 
general, to acknowledge and adore the vafl 
compafs of God's underflanding j that it is 
a light fhining into every dark corner, rip- 
ping up all fecrets, and fledfaflly grafping 
xht greateft and mofl flippery uncertainties. 

Look upon things of the mofl accidental 
and changeable nature, accidental in their 
production, and changeable in their con-^- 
tinuance; yet God's foreknowledge of them 
is as certain in him, as the memory of them 
is or can be in us. He knows which way 
the lot and the dye fhall fall, as perfedly 
as if they were already cafl* All futuritie$ 
are naked before that all-feeing eye, the 
fight of which is pot hindered by diflancc 
of placei or by length of time. 

And this makes way for the- 

II D Thing I propofed to fpeak to; 
namely, that as all contingencies are com* 
prehended by a certain divine knowledge^ fo 
they are governed by as certain and fleady 
a providence 

% There 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^23^ ^ance SireBeB if Goi. 

" There is iiowatidering out tff the teach 
mf God^€ proriaence ; «o flippitig otrt oK* 
the hands off hts altmghtjr power. Gbd\ 
fiand 18 as fkcady a^ Ws eye. And certainty^ 
thus to reduce corrtingency to method, i*n- 
Aa:bHity and chance itfelf to an unfailing 
,Tu!e and order, argues iuch a mind as is fit 
to rde and govern the worlds and indeed, 
©othing lefs than fuch an one can gefVem it. 

Providence never flioots at uncertainties: 
There is an arrow that flieth by night, as 
well as by day : And God is the perfon that 
dirctfts the fame, who can aim then as weB 
as in the day time. Things are not left to 
liovcr under an indifference, whether they 
Ihall come to pafs, or not come to pafs ; 
l)ut the whole train of events is laid before^ 
hand, and all proceed by the rule and lirtiit 
of God*s diredlion. For other wife, he could 
not manage, the affairs of the world, and 
govern the dependence of one event upon 
another ; if that event happened at random, 
^nd was not caft into a certain methcwl, and 
relation to fomc foregoing purpofe to di«- 
jrcd it. 

The reafon why mdn arc i^^ fhort arid 
weak in governing, is, becaufe moft things 

fall 
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^tou): to them accidentally^^ smdY came no& 
iiato anyt compliance withthe fch^es whicb* 
th^Y had laid y but, they ^te^forced. to com-^ ^ 
ply, with, chance axwl cafualtics,. and to ftrikcT: 
m^ with. thingi^, a^s, tbey^ fall out,, by afta> ; 
apj3Kpatioas.of them ta their, pui^p^ofes, or;, 
by. framing, their gnrpofes .to-them.. 

But^nowthereis not the feaft thing:, tlmt 
felb^within thexogpizance of man, but is^> 
djb:e^ed*by the^ counfeL of Godr Not an^ 
hair canfall^r^m^our bead, not a.J^row^tm. 
th^^gfound^ without tixr will.^^ our beOFueni^: 
fatJfer: Su<;h,oa^ iwuverfal f^p^iaitjendencyi,, 
h^thr^tte, eye and rhaodr>o£ providence over'. 
alU.eyenKthe^moft minute a^iacQnfider4d)ler> 
things. 

Nay i. and fipfoli anions:, too^ are over*- 
n^e/J ntaa. certain iljue. . Even4ha(^hoFri<fe 
vilbnjfrOf^tto^qruci^ion rpf oi|r^ Stiviaur,- 
wasj:¥)ta tHjig^^a^tathe: di%p^^o£^ha]%ce^'t 
aii^jancertainty^: But.St, Jjufce^. in his hif--, 
tory of the a£ts of ^ the^appftles^ relates con-^* 
cetijing^ hiro^: ,thatw&f» naas ^ delivered U the' 
wtck^i hand^of bu^ murderer f,^ by tbecikter — 
mim^^^oui^aJidf^or^Jhiaaoledge of Ckfdh For ^ 
fi^;(slyrthe*-fon"Of|God;could not ^die byv, 
chftpflj; . npr the greateft thing that ever 

came 
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came to pafs in nature, be left to an unde- 
terminate event. It is not imaginable^ that 
the great means of the world's redemption 
fhpuld reft only in the number of poffibili- 
ties, and hang fo loofe in refpedl: of its ifluei 
as to leave the event in an equal poife, whe- 
ther ever there fhould be fuch a thing or no^ 
Even the adions and proceeditigs of nvife 
men run in a much greater clofenefs and 
coherence with one another, than thus to 
drive at a cafual iflue, brought under no 
f6recaft or defigii. The pilot muft intend 
fame port, before he fteers his courfe ; or 
otherwife he had as good leave his veflel to 
the diredion of the winds, and the govern- 
ment of the waves. 

' Thus therfefo/re, if we allow God to be 
the governor of the world, we cannot btrt 
grant, that he orders and difpofes of all in- 
ferior events; and if we allow him to be a 
wife and rational governor, he cannot but 
dired them to a certain end. 

Yea, he direds them oftentimes to very 
great ends. He that created fomething out 
of nothing, can as eafily raife great things 
cut of fmall ; and bring all the fcattered and 

difordered 
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difOTdered paflagesof affairs, into a great, 
beautiful, andexad fiiame. 

If we refledt upon the rife, continuance, 
and diflfolution of nations and governments ; 
it is ftrange and wonderful to confider, by 
what fmaJl and iaconfiderable iheans they 
are oftentimes brought about j and • thofe 
means wholly undefigned, by thofe who arc 
the immediate adors in them. 

As for example : Let ua refted upon that 
ftrange and unparalleled hiftory of yofepb 
and his brethren; an hiftory that feems to 
be made up of nothing elfe but chances, and 
little comingencies, all directed to mighty 
ends. , For was it not a mere chance, that 
his father Jacob fhould fend him to viik his^ 
brethren, juft at that time that the I&mae- 
lites were to pals that way ; and fo \m unna- 
tural brethren takeoccafion to fell him to 
them, and they to carry hhn into Egypt ? 
and then that he (hould be caft into prifon, 
and thereby brought at length to the know- 
ledge of Pharaoh, in that unlikely manner 
that he was ? Yet by a joint conrtedion of ^ 
every one of thefe cafual events, providence 
ferved itfelf in the prefervation of a whole 
kingdom from, famine. Likewife, by^their 

fojourning 
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bondage there ; . and tHeir liotida^ mnA^ 
way for their dilivcrance; 

Man^rpaffagfeahappen in the world, tttictf 
libe thht little doud* in- the dghteetftli 
chaj^terof theficft boatof Kingfc', that aj[K 
{jfeafed at fir^-to Elijah V ftrvaaat* no bigger 
than avnian^s .Karfd;: bnb prelenfly after, 
grew and fpread, and blaclcened the face df 
thtf whok heaVcnv; and then' difcharged it- 
felf iff thimderi. and rain, and a lai^lit^ 
tcmpcft.'-^6 the&iiacddents, whentfitcy 
firft happen, > feefn but fmkll and defpfcabie • 
but'by;dcgr6e8 they braach out, anidwidai* 
tbetnfdyes, inta ' fuch^^ a numerous train^ of 
uiifdilevous eohfequeiiies, one dfrawihgl af- 
ter ^ it another^ f by a ' continued dependencef 
andimril^cation, ^tbatthc plague becomes' 
vi€toridufe and?uerterfel,-and'pcrfoinl mif** 
c&ff iag'tf detetmiiids in^nntionaft caian^^- 

Ahdae it iswith fc^/I^^/andlgoVcrmrfeiitB^- 
fa,4t ia'alfo vnihf^^tieuidr perfoni. 'Hilifif 
for -example again; -Wast it not a niete acci<^* 
dent> that Pharacdi^s dbug^tdr m?et witfr 
Mo/ef? Yet it w^^^-almeanalo bring him-up> 
in[4ht^£^ptiaf]r.^c3«'rt, th09 the fchOol of- 
arts-fend^pelieyi'afcid f^Ka-fil himj for" thatf 
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gteat ahd difficult employment that God de-* 
figned him to; For fee upon what little 
hinges that great aflFair turned: for had ei- 
ther the child beeri caft out, or Pharaoh's 
daughter eome down to the river, but an 
hour fooner or later; or had that little veffel 
not been caft by the parents, or carried by 
the water into that very place where it was j 
in all likelihood the child muft have under- 
gone the common lot of the other Hebrew 
children, and been either ftarved or drown- 
ed ; or however, not advanced to fuch a 
peculiar height and happinefs of condition. 

On the contrary, when providence de*- 
figns judgment or deftrudtion to a perfon, 
no body knows by what little, unufual, 
unregarded means, the fatal blow fhall reach 
him. 

Thus king Abab being defignedfor death, 
a foldier in the enemy's army drew a bow 
fit a venture ; yet the fure, unerring direc- 
tions of providence, carried it in a diredl 
fcourfe to his' heart, and there lodged the 
revenge of heaven. 

- i And this direAing influence of God 

reacheth not only to t\it great and powerful, 

b^\x. is alfo. as vifible and remarkable in -the 

: Vol. Ill- R affairs 
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affairs of perfons of infirigr rank and con- 
dition; apd tljta,t too, in thofe things, in 
which they are moft njearly concerned ; as 
in their l^ves^ their heaUh^^ their reputation^ 
ihtir friend/hips or entnitits irt the worUU 
and fuch like. 

And firft for men's Ihrs: Tho^ thefe arc 
things for which nature knows: no price nor 
ranfom ; yet we may appeal to uniycrfel 
experience, whether many mens lives have 
not oftentimes hung upoa a very flender 
thread, and the diilance bd:ween them and 
death hath been fcarcc perceptible, and the 
efcapcv wonderful. There have been Ibme, 
,who upon a flight, and perhaps groundlefg 
occafion, have gone out of a fhip, or houfe, 
and the fhip hath funk, or the houfe hadi 
fallen, immediately after their departure. 

In like manner, for mens hmltb\ it is no 
lefs wonderful to conikicr^ to what ftraage 
cafualties many tick pertbriis oft^entimes owe 
their recovery. Perhapa an unufual draughty 
or morfel, or fome accidental iviolence of 
motion, hath removed that malady, which 
for many years hath hiffled the Ikill of all 
phyticians. 

Aod then aHb^ im\xi^^%\nepubatiQn ; tbee^ 
J . . . '/ is 
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is hardly aay ttdngi which, (for- the moft 
part) falls under '^ greater chance* If a * 
ihaii fucceeds' ill* in5^ atterapt^ tho' tmder- 
taken with never fo mu^h folly and tafhnefs; 
|iisfucccfs:lhaU VOUcfh him for a pbkticiah, 
aad goodv luck fhall pafs for deep contri- 
irahce : For giv4 afty" one fortune, and he 
Ihall be thought a wife man. Oti the con- 
trary, be a defign never fo artificially laid; 
and fpim in the fineft thread of policy ; if It 
dianceth to be defeated by fome crofs acci- 
dent, the man is then run down by an unr- 
verfal outcry ; his counfels are derided, his 
prudence queftroned, and his perfo^i dqfpifed. 
And then again, for t\xt friend/hips or en^' 
mtties^ that a man contradls in the world; 
than which there is nothing that hath a more 
diredl and powerful influence upon the 
whole courfe of a man's life, whether as tQ 
happinefs or mifery ; yet chance hath a ruf 
fing ftroke in them all. 
• A man, by mere peradventure, lights 
mto company, and there begins an acquain- 
tance with a perfon; which acquaintance 
and endearment grows and continues, even 
when his relations fail him ; aoid perhaps 
R 2 provet 
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proves the fupport of his mind> aqd of hr$ 
fortune, to hi? dying day. 

And "the like holds, in^ f'/?m//V/, which 
come much more eafily than friendfhips^ 
A word unadvifecjly fpoken on the one fidei 
or mifunderftood on thei other, any the leaft 
furmife of negledt, hath fometimes raif<^ 
fuch an averiion to a man^ as in time hath 
produced a perfect hatred; and that, fo 
ftrong and tenacious, that it hath never left 
vexing and troubling him, till it hath 
hunted him to his grave. . 

And now, tho* I have not recounted alU 
or indeed the hundredth part of thofe ca- 
fualties of human life, that may difplay the 
full compafs of divine providence ; y,et 1 
think I have reckoned up fo many, as will 
fiifficiently inforce the neceflity of our re-, 
fiance upon it. I fhall therefore only men- 
tion what ufes we ought to make of this 
doijlrine I have delivered, and fo conclude. 
And thefe are briefly two ; not to be over-- 
confident in profpertty\ and not to be too 
much dejeSied in adverfity. 

I We fhould from hence learn, I fay, not 
to be over-'Confident in proj^erity. 

3 David, 
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Davidi after his deliverances from Saul, 
and his viftories over all his enemies round 
aboiit him, conffeffeth, that this his prof- 
perity had faifed him to fuch a pitch of con- 
fidence, as* to make him fay,- that hejhould 
jtever be moved^ God (of his favour) bad 
made his hillfojirong ; but prefently he addst 
almoft in the very fame breath, ^hou didji 
bide thy face ^ and I was troubled-. 

The fun Ihines in his full bfrghtnefs, in 
the very moment before hepaffeth under ^a 
cloud. Who knoves what a day, what an 
hour, nay, what a minute may bring forth? 
He who builds npon the prefent, builds 
upon the narrow compafs of a point ; and 
where the foundation is fo narrow, the fu«» 
perftrudlure cannot be high and ftrongtop. 

Is a man confident of his prefent health 
and ftrength? Let him confider, that an 
unwholefome blaft of air, a cold, a furfeit 
taken by chance, mky fhake In pieces his 
hardy fabrick, arid (in fpite of all his yoiith 
and vigour) fend him, in the very flower of 
liis years, pining and drooping, to his long 
home. 

Or is a man confident of his efiate^ wealth, 

pnd power ? Let him read of thofe ftrange, 

R 3 unexpeded 
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i)|ie^f^e4 diflblutionB of the great mQnar- 
chie$ and governments that pi>ce made fuch 
a noife, and looked fo big in the eyes of 
mankind,,^ lis h^ing fpuaded upon the deep- 
tft coimfels, and the ftrongeft foxc^i and 
yet, by fome flight mifcarriage, or crofs 
accident, (which let in. ruin and defolatioq^ 
upon them at firfl,) are. now fo utterly ex^ 
tind:, that nothing remains of them but 2^ 
^me: when he fha;U hay?,, \ypll reflfaed 
i|ipon thi$;j let him fee what fecurity he cat* 
promifi? to hijiifelf, in hi^ qvv» little perfo^ 
Hal domeftick concerns. . 

People forget how little it is that they 
J:now, and bow much lefs it is that they 
can dp, wh^n . they grow confident upon 
apy prcfent date of things. 

There is w one eryoyment that a man 
pleafeth higxfelf in, but is liable to be loft 
by ten ,^hQ^fand accidents, wholly out of all 
mortal power, either to fprefee, or %o pre- 
vent, j^eafon allows none to be copfid^nft 
but him only who governs the world, who 
knows all; things, and cando all things, aftd 
therefore can neither be furprized, nor overr 
.powered, ... 
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The other ufe we IhotiW apply this doc- 
trine to, is, not to be too much deje^td In 
iodverjity. 

As he whoprefiimes, fteps into the throne 
bf God ; {o he that defpairs, limits an infi- 
iiite power to his own finite apprehenfitons, 
and meafures providence by his 6wn little 
Contra£led mode!. 

Of thofe many millions of cafualties 
which we arc not a Ware of, there is hardly 
one, but God can make an inftrument of 
our deliverance. .And therefore let no man,' 
who owns the belief of a providence, grow 
defperate or forlorn, under any calamity oif 
ftrait whatfoever ; but <iompofe the anguifh 
of his thoughts, and reft his amazed fpirits^ 
upon this one confideration, that he knows 
not which way the lot niay fall, or what 
may happen to him ; he comprehends not 
thofe methods by which providence may 
difpofe of him ; but he may be aflured of 
this, that God will order all things to him 
for the beft. 

In a word, and to fum up all the fore- 
going difcourfe : Since the intereft of go- 
vernments and nations, of princes and pri- 
R 4 vate 
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yate perfons, and that both a$ to life and 
hea^h, reputation and honour, friendfhips, 
enmities, and the like, (notwithftanding all 
the contrivance and power, that hwman na- 
ture can expert about them,) remain fo wholly 
contingent, a^ to us; furely all thp reafon 
of mankind cannot fuggeft any folid ground 
of fatisfa£tion, but in making that God 
our friend, who isN:he fole and abfolute dif- 
pofer of aU thefe thjings ; aqd in carrying a 
confcience fo clear towards him* ^^s may ea-r 
courage us w^th confidence to caft our felves 
upon him; and in all cafualties, flill to pro-; 
xnife our felves the beft events from his pro- 
yidence, to whom nothing is cafual; wha 
conftantly wills the trueft happinefs to thofe 
that truft ip him, and works all things ac- 
cording to the couixfel of that Weffed will^ 




"^y.! 
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p'olly of pxpeding concealment in 

fin* 

[From Dr. § o u t h ' s 4th Volume] 
NUMBERS XXXII, 2^. 

* — ^5^ Jure your Jin will Jitid you out^ 

1^ F all the ways to be taken, for the pre-r 
vention of fin ; there is none fo effeo 
tual, as to confute thofe notions and mo- 
tives, by which men are induced to venture 
upon it. And amongft fuch motives, the 
heart of man feems chiefly to be prevailed 
upon by two ; to wit, fecr?cy in committing 
fin, and impunity eonfequent thereupon. 

In treating on which fubjedJr, I fhall there- 
fore 

I. Shew, What are thoje grounds and mo^ 
tivesy upon which thejinner is apt to take up 

Juch a confidence^ as to believe^ that he may 
fin with concealment and immunity. And, 

II. lih2\\Q\twth^ssmmtyandfoIly ^^ 
expeSfations^ 
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I. I propofe to give fame account ofthofe 
grounds and motives^ upgn which the finner 
prefumes that he may ail wttb concealment and 
impunity. 

First of all; mcin confider the Juccefs 
which perhaps they havi had already^ In the 
commljlon ofjbme Jlns. And this proves an 
encouraging argument to them, to commit 
the fame for the future ; a$ naturally fug- 
gefting this to their thoughts, that what 
they have done fo often, without either dif- 
covery or puoifliinent, may be & dorte by 
them again. For nothing fo much con- 
firms a man ia the continuance of Jiny 
praftice, at frequent experiio^e of fuccefs 
in what he does ; the proper' geftuiij^ refult. 
of this, being confidence. 

Some men indeed ftutn We in thei^ very 
firft entrance upon a finful courfe} and 
this their difappointrtienl freque.iaifly proves 
their cure ; by making them to retreat and 
draw oflF timely, as being dilheartened with 
fo unfortunate a beginning. 

And it is, no doubt, the fingular mercy 
and indulgence of God to fuch, thus to 
caroft and turn them mit of the paths of de- 
ftrudion; which had they found fodooth 

and 
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and pk^f^nt^ would have kifalliWy engaged 
them therein to their lives end; 

All difgippoifitineat in the beginnings of 

a vicious courie, is a checjc ^o the iianer'a 

confidence. And therefore^ on the con-. 

trary, when God is pl^fed ^o-leive a man 

vnder thefiill fway and power of any vicCi 

anddoea not concern his providence to lay 

any impedi?aent in his way, but fufFerfr him 

to goon and fucceed in his wickedftefs ; tbi* 

flufhes him up, and makes him hard aa4 

inieniible ; and that makes him venturous 

and daring; and fo locks ^iip fkft in the 

embraces of his fm^ while he has nqt the 

kaftfurmife of the fjwinefe of the iflue, and 

tliat the. prefettt fweets of fin will be bitter* 

nefs in the end. 

And having thus acquitted himfelf to his 
own mind, he is apt to flatter himfelf that 
God will acquit him too. Becaufe fenttmt 
€fgainft an .evil work is n$t executed fpeedily 
(lays Sojomon, *), therefor^ (be heart of tbt 
Jons of min is fully Jet in thefts, to do evU^ 
This is the fecrpt reafoning of moft (inners 
hearts} becaufe God does not confouii4 
tbem ift tliie v§ry a<a qf fv^ . by /ojilie immer 

:yyv'-r diatc 

• Eccl. viii. II. 
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dkte judgment, therefore they refolve upon 
^ more audacious progreifs in it. 

ANOTHER' ground upon which men are 
apt to perfuade themfelves, that they fhal* 
cfcape the ftfoke of divine juftice for their 
fins, is, their bbjirvatlon ef the great and 
flour ijhing condition of fome remarkable Jinners 
in this tjoorld. This makes them queftion, 
whether God will ever concern himfelf to 
revenge that hereafter, which he feems fo 
BUich to connive at here: Efpecially, fince 
men are fo generally apt, to judgd of things 
and-perfons, according to the prefent face 
and appearance of them^ that they make 
the prefent, the fole meafure of the future } 
guide their bopee -and their fears by what 
they aftually fee and feel, and (in^ftiort) 
make their outwarfi fenfes the rule an4 
ground of the determiiiation of their judg^ 
ment. 

Flourifhing fmners arc Indeed plaufible 
arguBients to induce men to (in: But— ^^ 
however J- for a finner to fpend, and to 
finifh his days flpurifhing, is a privilege al- 
lowed by profvidence to very few ; and thofe 
tftily fuch, who will hereafter be mdregpie- 
^VOufly punifhed, 

ANOTHfil^ 
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Another fallacious grounSdof this'^ fe-s^ 
curit^, is,* the opiflionr -^hich- many riieil 
havcf X^fxh^iTOVfti'Jinglilaraftand cumiti^^ 
to conceal theif fins fi^Shithe knowledge' of 
thfe World* The eye' of m^h, they knb^ 
is but of a weak fight, arid a fhoft r^ch J 
fo that he neither fees iti the- dsttk, no^' 
pierces into their retirements; and there- 
fore they prefume, that they can contrive 
the colnmiffion of their wickednefles, under 
fuch fure coverts of fecrecy, as to elude the 
infpedion of the moft curious and exadk in- 
quirers. 

Finally ; The laft and fureft ground 
(as they think) xA promifing themfelves fe- 
curity from the puniftiment of their fins, is 
a ftrong p'refumption, that they fhall be 
able to repent^ and make thdr peace with God 
when they pleafe. And this, they fully 
reckon, will keep them fafe, andeffedually 
{hut the door againft their utmoft fears, as 
being a reach beyond them all. 

For let a man be never fo deeply poflefledi 
Ivith a belief of God's fin-revenging juftice • 
never fo much perfuaded, that all the wrath 
Which the fcriptures can threaten or inflidt, 
is moft certainly iutailed, 'not upon fin only 

in 
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ia gencriil, fenjt alfa. tipon htt' <m«t fin in 
{articular;, nay, kt damnation be f^ways 
ia his thqvigh^r a[n4 the torment a of h^Ii 
wntinnally prefent in his appreheafions ;— r 
y^.^1 thisj (ball not be ablq tjo t^ke him off 
firofla his refolu^ion to fini a^d hip. confi* 
4cnce of ^fcape, becaufe he has an arg;iiment 
in rderve> which he :thinka will a^:^fwer alU 
lowitt an after repentance. For if this {hall 
interpofe between the Qommifiion.pf .fin, 
and the punifhment of itj he concludes^ 
upon the ftock of all God's proipifea to the 
penitent, that he is paft danger. And: as 
he thus reckons,, that repentance will fe- 
cure him, fo he doubts not but he can com^ 
mand that when he pleafes. And fo he ima- 
gines, he hath found out a way, to enjoy 
the pleafures and advantages of fin,, withr 
put enduring any thing of the fmartof it. 

But now, how wretched an inference 
this is, for any man to form to himfelf, and 
thereby to mock and defy heaven ; and yet 
how deepit lies in the hearts of moftfinners, 
is moft evident to be obferved. Fof this ia 
manifeftly the ftrong hold, which the foul 
hath provided for itfelf to repair to>. when-? 
foever it hath a mind to fin both with de- 
4 light 
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Hght au^M/iith fccutit/. And were it mX 
for this, it would be impofl&Ue fdr any 
cohfi^erkig^ ^^n^ to f^Uiafy Jitm&lf ia his 
cootini]ai3(ce im any knowiiL fin ibr one mob 
ment« Bor be! cbuhl 2i6t| with any.coo^ 
(ifknce witfa that migiafty overf-ruling psinN- 
eiple of £^ ppefer^^oGv ccknmit a fis^ If 
her afiurediy k»ew car believed that, he fhcbild 
be damned £)ir it'; which yet, fiDde tti&ift^ 
finitely juft and tnae God has^ moft p^rempti 
orily decreed and threatited/ unlefs rep^feifrt'*' 
ance intervenes, it is evident, that his wb()te 
refuge maflr be in the hopes and proi|)eftof 
that, which, he perfuade&hliniblf, ihalllft 
due time come in, between him and the 
fatal blow.— And thk very confidepitio* 
utterly arAcuates the terfifyingibrce of th« 
divine threattiing; afid by: promidng tha 
finoera fisur iffueofitHiag^ i>och hete ftr^ 
hereafter, makes the deluded creature -toll'^ 
chidej that hhjin fiail nrmrfinihim ^uti 

Atstd thus having Qit^n fome of 4:lK^e 
fallacious grounds, tqpOfi which men ufe t(> 
build their. confidefifCC of »t^ concealment^ 
or at loaft of the impunity h;^ their 'fine J I 
proceed n©wv iAthat. ' •;^- - 

Hd'Place, to Ihew the*^/J^^ andfoRys^ 

fuch 
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fuoh i procedure — ^And this will appeaif pri 
feveral accounts; 

: THEi^ery confidehce it/eif (fjicrtcy^ is a 
diredt and naturd caufe qf the finner's dif» 
coveryi Por confidence, in fuch cafes, caufes 
a frequeiit Fcpetitioh of the lame a<aion« 
And if a man does a thing frequently, it is 
odds, but fome time or other he is difcoJ- 
veredi For by this he fubjefls himfelf to 
fo many more-accidents ; every one of which 
may poflibly betray him. Confidence makes 
^maa venturous; and venturoufaefs cafts 
him into the high road of danger, and the 
very arms of deftrudion; 

There is fometimes alfo^ ailrangei pro^ 
videmial concurrence, of unu/uaif unlikely 
accidenU for the difcovery of fome fins^ 
cfpecially of a grdat and enormous, nature* 
A villany committed perhaps but once in 
an age, comes forfi^imes to be found out 
alfa by fuch an accident, as fcarce happens 
above once in an age. For there, are fome 
fins more immediately invading the great 
imer^fts of fociety, government, and reli- 
gion ; which providence fets it felf in a more 
peculiar manner to deted, and bring to 
iight,; in fpijjht of all the coverings which 

art 
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art and power can caft over them : 8ueh as 
are murder, perjury, facrilege, and the like* 
And more particularly for murder ; it hath 
been often obferved, in what a ftrange, ftu- 
pendoud manner providence oftentimes 
traces it dut; tho* concealed with all the 
clofenefs, which guilt and {kill eould con^ 
trivCi 

Further : God fometimes makes one Jin 
the means of dtfcov'ering another : As for in- 
ftance, how many have by their drunken^ 
nefs difclofed their thefts^ i\kdt a^klteries^ 
.and murdersi which might otherwife have 
been buried in perpetual filence ? For the 
tongue is then got loofe from its obedience 
to reafon, and commanded at all adventures 
by the fumes of a diftempered brain, and a 
roving imagination ; and fo^ prefently pours 
forth whatfoever they Ihall fuggeft to it# 
fometimes cafting awa)r life^ fortune, and 
reputation^ all at once. 

And how does the confident fintier know^ 

but the grace of God, which he hath ia 

often ^ifonted and abufed, may fome time! 

or other defert, and give him up to the for- 

, did temptations to this vice of drunkennefs^ 

. which fhall make the doors of his heart fly 

, Vol. IIL S open, 
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<qpefi^ and caufe his own tongue to gire 
evidence agatnft htm, for aU the Yiliames 
which biad laid ib long heaped up, and con- 
cealed in his guiltj breaft?. For kt no maa 
think, that he has the fecrets of bis owa 
fnind in his own power, while he has not 
himfelf fe; as it is mofl <}ertain that be 
has not, who is under the power of this 
frenzy. 

And therefore, as it is a frequent, and 
indeed a very rational laying. That a lyar 
ought to have a good memory ; iky^ upon 
the Kke account, a ^txion of great guilt, 
ought to be alfo a perfon of great fobriety. 

And fometinw^s, <>ed lets loofe the fin- 
l^ct\ conjctenee upon himj filling it with 
fuch horror for fin, as rendws k utterly m>- 
ahle to bear the burden it klxmrs under, 
without puHifetng, er rather prodamiing 
it to the world. 

None knows the •force, the power, and 
iffie remorfelefs rage cf confcience^ "^en 
God commiflions it to caJl the^anerto an 
account. How ftrangdy it w8l fift and 
winnow all \m rett rements. ^ IHow terriWy* 
^it will wring and torture him, tfll it Iws 
bolted out the hidden guilt, -vrtiich it was in 

fearcb 
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ftsar^h pf* AU yf hich is fo migtitf An af- 
^mctit of the prerogative oS God over inen^$ 
beam, that no mitlefa^or cw be acoovuDiied 
ifr/eef tho* in hb own keeping; nor ailf 
one concealed, tho^ never fo much out of 
^hx. Fpr Qod ^11 has hiB officer in th^ 
£nner^$ breaft, who will be fure to MUi^k 
him, when God gives the word* 

And this ftiews (he great iqopprtiftjte^ ;tnd 
wifdom of that advice, That every ni4n> 
Nfhen he is ftbQUt to dp a wicked a<^ioiH 
ihould, above jajll things in, the world, ilan4 
in awe of lumi^^ft and dread the witne& 
^thin him } who fits there as a i^y ov/er all 
jtus a£tions, and will be fur^ one day or 
(Hber, to accn^ him to hiinielf; ajnd \^t^ 
^ps compel him to aocuie himieif alio to 
ptjj^rs. f0r this is no new thing, but ajpi 
old e^perimenied cafe; there having beeot 
jfeveral in the worlds whofe confcience hay 
be«[n fo B^uch too hard for them^ that it ha$ 
cOQipeUed ^i^hem to difcloie a villanous a^ 
tho^ they &w c^rtai^i and imasiediate dea;^ 
the rew^d of (hat €on£^cm« 

But mc^ eomoionly has coofdienc& thia 

difmal effe^ upon &iiiers^ at their depart-- 

Dreoutof th^WQrld* At whiph ti&)^, ibqlie 

S % feel 
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feci themfelves fo horribly ftung with the 
guilty fenfe of fome frightful fin, that they 
cannot die with any tolerable peace, till 
they have revealed it ; finding it fome fmall 
relief (it feems), an eafement of their load^ 
to leav6 the knowledge of their fin behind 
them, tho* they carry the guilt of it along 
with them.- 

Th ESfi arc fome of the chief ways, by 
.which a xs\ix^% Jin finds him out in this world. 
•~But what now, if none of all thefq Ihould 
reach his cafe, but that lie carrifes his crimes 
all his life clofely, and ends that qijietly : 
and perhaps, in the eye of the world, ho*- 
nourably too ; and fo has the good luck to 
have his iOiame buried in the grave with 
him ?— Even yet, for all this^ the man hai 
«w&t efcaped ; but his guilt ftill haunts, and 
-follows him into the other world, where 
there can be no longer a concealment of it> 
but it muft inevitably find him out ; whea 
the judgment fliall be fct, arid the books 
fliall be opened J when aU the? villanies that 
ever were conraiitted, fliall be difpkyed and 
pubKflied before men and angels. 
* What fruit then can we now have, of 
thofe things, whereof we fliall be then a- 

fliamed* . 
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(hamed ? What advantage can the finfier 
promife to himfelf from any fin, that can 
be laid in the balance, againft that infinite 
and incredible weight of reproach, with 
which it will certainly pay him home at that 
day ? 

For, could he perfuade the mountains to 
cover him ; or could he hide himfelf in the 
bofom of the great deep; or could he wrap 
himfelf in the very darkncfs of hell ; yet 
ftill his fin would fetch him out of all, and 
prefent him naked, open, and defencelefs 
before that tribunal, where he muft receive 
the fentence of everlafting confufiop. 

And now, for a conclufion; this whole 
difcourfe is a ftrong recommendation of vir- 
tue and innocence; of innocence, which 
makes a man^s face to fhine in publick^ 
whofe adions and behaviour it governs in 
private. 

For the innocent perfon lives not under 
the continual torment of doubts and fears» 
left he fliould be difcovered : for the light 
is his friend j and to be feen and looked up- 
on, is his advantage. 

We have feen, how poor a thing fecrecy 

is to corrupt a rational man's behaviour; 

S 3 tow 
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hosff many wayd there are, whereby thd 
tooft wife and juft governor of the world is 
pleafed to defeat, and befool the confidence, 
ofthefubtileft, and the flyeftfinnersj how 
flight and tranfparcnt all their fineft contri^^ 
vances of fecrecy are j while, notwitWland-* 
ing all the private receffes, and dark clofets, 
which they fo much truft in, the windows 
df heaven are ftill open over theif heads. 

And now, whatlhould the ^o^fideration 
6f all this do, but every minute of our 
lives remind u$, fo to behave ourfelves, as 
trader the eye of that God, who feeth in 
fecret, and will reward us openly. 
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^ Meafufes of Charity. 

[Frond Dr. Pbli/Ing od Ckarity,] 
COL. III. 14, 

Aiov€ all tbefe things put on charity^ which 
is the bond of perfe£inefs^ 

THAT infinitely wife and beneficent 
being that made the world, to cofn- 
municate himfelf to his creatures, and to 
make them partakers of his goodnefs,-**— 
hath given fuch laws of virtue to n^ankind, 
as ferve, not only to prepare us for the eiid- 
lefs happinefs of another life, but alfo td 
make us in a great meafufe happy in this 
life. 

JFor thofe virtues are copies of God him- 
ftflf, tradfcripts of his own moft bleflTdd 
nature ; and therefore diey mult neceffarily 
tend to make us happy, becaule God him- 
felf is happy In them. 

God^s happinefd confifleth in the adffii- 

rable perfeAions of his nature; '^nd the 

S 4 higher 
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higher we rife in thefe perfedions, the 
greater degrees of happinefs we muft needs 
attain tO| beca\ife we approach the ne^^rer 
unto God, in the refemblance of whom the 
true and folid happinefs of manl^ind doth 
confift, tho* the corrupt part of the world 
doth evermore place it in other things. 

Thofe virtues that I now fpeak of are 
the divine perfedions, which are the rule 
ef God's adions towards mankind: As, 
the purity and holinefs of his nature, by 
jneans whereof he hateth all manner of 
iniquity; bis effentjal truths by reafon 
whereof he cannot deceive ; his faithful^ 
nefs in the performance of all hi? proipifes, 
upon which account he is called in fcripture 
l^t faithful God I big patience and long- 
fuffefing towards tjie greateft criminals, not 
willing that any fhould perilh j the exad 
reSlitude of his will, by means whereof he 
offers not the leaft injury to any part of the 
creation, but js righteous and juft in all his 
proceedings; but above ^11, his infinity 
compaffiqn ( — a Go^ full of compaflion, h? 
^s called), by virtue whereof he is gracious, 
incrcifql, flow to anger^ and plenteous in 
fs, . 

Thefg 
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Thefe perfections the ever bleffcd God 
communicates to mankind, according to 
their capacities ; and in the exercife of thefe 
virtues, doth our true happinefs confift. 

It is not riches or greatnefs, or any world- 
ly enjoyments, that can make our minds, or 
pur Uves happy. Then are we happy in- 
deed, whea we are holy as God is holy ; 
when we are fincere and upright, conftant, 
patient, andjuft, as God is; and above all^ 
when our mercy rejoyceth over juflice, as 
God's doth J when we put on bowels of 
liiercy; when we are kind? and good, and 
tender-hearted, towards one another ; when 
we forbear one another, and forgive one an- 
other J in fliort, when we love one another, 
^s God himfelf loveth us all. 

This is our grtzX. perfect ion \ a perfedion, 
recommended to us in fcripture, under An- 
gular ch^r^ders; above faiths or hope, or 
any other grace. And in the practice of 
this virtue, our trueft happinefs muft needs 
ponfift ; becaufe it carrieth the greateft re- 
femblance of the divine nature. God is love^ 
faith the apoftle j that is, the perfedion of 
love, goodnefs, and charity is in him. And 
\\ 1? to this tjiat we arQ fp earneftly perr- 

fuadec) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



l66 Meafures of Charity. 

fuaded by the apoftle in my text, "v^hen he 
exhorteth us abtroe all things to put on cbarityy 
ivhich is the bond of perfeSinefs. 

For charity is not one fingle duty onIy> 
but comprehencieth in it all other duties. 
And the nature of it, in fhort is this ; 
namely, it is fuch a principle of kindnefs 
and benevolence^ as doth difpofe us to do 
to others all the good we can; over and 
ibove that^ which is their due, by the laws^ 
of common juftice. — ^And this is to be 
noted carefully, in the profecution of this 
fubjedi, that we may underftand the differ- 
ence, between jujiice properly fo called, and 
true chriflian charity * 

The office of juftice^ is to do thofe things, 
which a man hath a civil right unto ; things 
which he can claim and challenge ; things 
^which cannot be denied him, without ma- 
ttifeft wrong and injury. Now this, even 
unrighteous and hard-*hearted people are 
capable of doing; nor is this always a vir- 
tue, becaufe it proceedeth many times not 
from choice^ but neceffity. 

Charity is a tendernefs and goodnefs of 
mind^ which conftrains us to do more, than 
what human lawft oUige tts to^ le is a 

virtue 



Digitized by 



Google 



Serm. XVI* Meafures if Charity. 267 

virtue that ftirs the bowels, that moves and 
vrorks upon the afFedtions, that extends our 
compaffion, and enlargeth our hearts be- 
yond the common limits : A virtue, that 
inclines us to be benevolent unto all men} 
to wifh them all the good their oondition 
calls for; to be fupplicants for it, on their 
behalf, at the throne of grace ; to aid and 
aflift them towards the obtaining of it ; and| 
for the love of God, and for religion-fake* 
to help them, not only to thofe things which 
are really due from w, but to thofe things 
alfo which are neceflary, fitting, and proper 
for them'^ tho' they be not debts in a ftri<3t 
fenfe and conftru<Stion. In a word, it is a 
generofity of temper, that is apt to fuit it 
felf to the condition of others^ according to 
the moving nature of their prefent cir- 
cumftances. 

The rule of righteoufnefs is, to render 
every man his own ; but this may be with- 
out charity; and therefore this alone, is 
beneath the generous, and noble difpofition 
of a chriftian. It doth not come up to the 
perfed law of Chrift. Charity, tho' it hath 
a mixture of juftice in it, yet it is a great 
dpi more y and that it may be compleat, as 

h 
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it fliould be, thefe two qualifications are 
very neceflkry : 

The ONE is, That it be of the fame na- 
ture with that affe<3:ion which we have for 
ourfelves. 

The other is, That it refemble that 
great love which our blejjed Saviour exprejed 
for us all. 

I SAY, Firft of all, Our charity to others, 
muft be of the fame nature, with the affec-^ 
tion which we have for ourfelves. This is 
the true rule of charity : efpecially as it is 
heightened and improved by the chriftian 
religion,— /^(?^ Jhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyfelf\ that is, with the fame good-na- 
tured and kind afFe£lioii, tho* it may be not 
in the flime meafure and degree. 

There is indeed a fort of felf love that 
is finful, a charity that not only beginneth 
at home, but ends there too ; when a man 
is for pleafing Jiinifelf only; when he 
feeketh his own only; wh?n he makes him- 
felf the jTole end of all his adions ; and 
would fain ingrofs to himfelf, all that is 
good and defirable in this world, grudging 

tQ 
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to His neighbour any confiderable fhare or 
pr<^K>rtionof itw Now this is fo far frombe* 
inga rule of charity, that there is nothing 
of charityin it ; nothing more opppfitc to 
the 'true fpirit of charity, than fuch a felfifh 
temper.. ' 

. But ther^ is alfo an innocent kind of felf 
love, which neceflarily rifeth out of a 
natural principle of felf prefervation ; when 
a man, notwithftanding the greatnefs and 
rlargenefs of his mind, doth confult the 
Jgood of others fo, as not to negleft his own, 
but takes a due care of himfelf in the firft 
place. This natural aflFedtion every one 
hath for himfelf ; and it is attended infepa* 
rably with the two following properties : 

Intone i§ this;— Every one loves him- 
felf^ unfeignedly and Jtncerefy. To be fiire, 
there is no flattery, no pretence, no com- 
pliment in this cafe. Our affedibns may be 
believed and trufted, when they fpeakfa-* 
vourably on our own fide j for no man ever 
yet hated his own flefli. We cannot but 
wifh our felves well; and thpfe wifhes al- 
ways come from our vety hearts. 

And according to this mle, the chriftian 
law obligeth u«, to mcafure out our charity 

to 
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to others. It muft be Jbve without .dHIimtf# 
lation: love unfeigtied: lovt^ xkA in wor<cb 
9r in tongue only^ jmt in deed» and ifl 
truth. 

Under cobor a( love^ to contrive or help 
forward one another^s misfortunes, is like 
the dharity of himt who betraxed liis X/>rd 
and Saviour with a kils. 

People are not want to }» traytors to 
themjehes after fuch a manner* Tho^ in 
the confequenceand eventf they many timeB 
prwse their own enfflciiea, and the wor^ 
enemies they have; yet no man faetrayB 
iiimfelf with Judas^s purpofe. The inteni-* 
tipn on which we all ad:, is Hill lenrdled aC 
that, which we believe or fuppqfe to be good 
for us. And this i$ properly to Jcwe our 
neighbour as mrfeh^s\ to be as really fdf 
licitQUs, for his welfare tn all jfe^di^ ^%i<x 
our own ; to have the fame reality and fin^ 
cerity of purpafe; to be infiucnced and 
animated with the £yne quaUty and truth of 
affedion, tho* the cafe may admit of a dif- 
ference as to proporliofu 

The other property-that attends all inoo- 
eent love of our iehee, k^.tliat iiy^firm 
«a^c^428//*>^Beciw& it flours ftom an In- 

sxate 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. XVI, Meefora tf Charity. 271 

Date principle of fclf-prefervation, it muft 
of neceffity hold a^d ccmtinue, as long as 
nature it ielf laefteth. Nor can any circain«- 
ftances, events, or difappointments alter 
any man's temper fo, as to render him 
€ckle and unfteady to himfdf ; much lefs 
diffolre the ftrift hand which ties his owa 
heart to him, &fter than that, which was 
between the fouls of Jonathan and David** 

And thus alfo muft our brotberhf love 
continue. Becaufc the reafons of charity 
are ever the fame, to wit, the obedience we 
owe to the law of God, and the commoa 
wants among mankind, which always caH 
for our mutual pity and affiftance; there is 
therefore a conftant neceffity, for our minds^ 
to be always benevolently and tenderly dif- 
pofed. 

And altho* refentments may, and oftfen-^ 
times do unavoidably happeti, by reafon of 
the ignorances of fome, the paffions of 
others, and the hereditary infirmities of us 
all; yet no provocations or injuries muft 
affed men fo, as to harden their fpirfts, or 
fill (heir bowels with gall and wormwood* 
'Since the fixed rule is, that we muft love 
our neighbours as our fehes^ we are no 
4 more 
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more permitted to be weary of our charity 
toother men, than we permit our felves to 
be weary, of doing good to our own fouls. 

But there is an higher and nobler rule 
of charity yet; and that is, to love one 
another (as I obferved) as our blejfed Saviour 
bath loved us. Becaufe the love even of 
one's felf may be defeftive, imperfed, and 
mixed with fome alloy; therefore the great 
lover of all ourfouls^hath made his own cha- 
rity, to be the ftandard and meafure of ours- 

Upon which he calls it a neiJO command- 
ment : A new commandment (fays he) give 
I unto youy that ye love one another \ as X 
have loved youy that ye alfo love one another. 

In refped of the matter of it, the law 
of mutual charity is an old one ; for it hath 
been written in the hearts of men, from 
the beginning ; and it was. exprefsly given 
by Mofes to the Jews. It is a new com- 
mandment, in refped of that high and 
eminent degree, to which our bleffed Savi- 
our bath raifed it. Mens charity now muft 
bear a refemblance of his i — Love one an^ 
other as I have loved you. This is the thing' 
which m^kes it a new commandmeot indeed, 
1 The 
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The fcripturc fpeaks of three things efi- 
pecially, which were peculiarly reniirkable 
in the love of Ghrift : 

Firft, that he extended his love^ to open 
and declared enemies. The e?/^ command- 
ment, which required the JeWs to love their 
neighbour as themfelvesi permitted theni 
to hate at! enemy; nay^ in foitie cafes, 
bound them to exprefs all manner of en- 
mity againft fueh as were aliens to the faith, 
and to *Ae commonwealth of Ifrael; 

But, faith the Apdftlej God commendetfi 
his love towards us, iti thit while we were 
jttjinners^ Chtift died for xisj and when 
we were enemiesi we were reqphciled to God, 
by the death of his fori : And again hd 
faith, when we were alienated^ arid enemies 
in our ininds, by wiclfed Works. — ^That is 
to fay; this was a ftupendous, a mofi 
amazing expreffion of Chrift's love, that he 
undertook the great work of redeeming a 
profligate world, wretched creatures, that 
had bidden God defiance, that were haters of 
all that is good and holy, and thereby had 
brought themfelves into a lofl: and damnablef 
<K)nditioiii 

And yet this he did voluntarily, and of hisJ 
Vol* IIL T own 



Digitized by 



Google 



274 Meajkres of Charity^ 

own accord ; when there was nothing iathe 
world to move him to it, but his own infi- 
nite compaflion, and tendemefs only. 

Th^fccond thing that was peculiar and 
new in the love of Chrift, was, that he waa 
beforehand with his enemies, in thefe ex-^ 
preflions d£ his goodnefs to them. Te have 
not chofen me^ (fays h^,)r but I have chofen 
you. And faith St. John, Herein is love^ not 
that we loved GM^ but that he^ hved us z 
Meaning, — that this is a ckar and aftonifh- 
ing demonftration of his goodnefs^ that in 
tranfeding the myfterioiB bufinefe of re-i 
conciliation, he was pleafed to. have the firft 
hand ; that; he prevented us with his own 
early offers ; and furprifed us with terms of 
peace and happinefs, when no fuch thing 
was either defired, or expe<aedi or i:^ much^ 
as thought of by the world, 

Buty "Thirdly^ That which. was moffc pecu- 
liar of all, moft eminent apd' wonderful: ii? 
the love of Chrift, was his dying for his 
enemies. There is. not, in the old coin- 
mandment, a fyllable of any obligations to 
fuch an high degree of charity as this is^ of* 
laying down their lives, no not fbr their 
brethren. 

And 
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And one reafon of it h, becaufe length 
of days, and temporal felicity, was the 
great reward, that was plainly and exprefsly 
promifed under the law, to fuch as kept 
it. And therefore they were not bound by 
any principle of pure charity, to part, fot 
any man*s fake> with that, which Was the 
greateft bleffiftg th6 law coutd give them* 

So that' Chrift*s dying, as he did, the juft 
for the unjuft, was the fublimeft ad of love 
that could be. For greater l6v6 than this 
hath no man, that a man lay down his life 
for his Jriend : Only our Saviour*s own cha*» 
rity was faf greater, in laying down his 
moft precious life, even for his enemies* 

His commandment therefore, that we 
fhould love one another, as he himfelf hath^ 
k)ved us, is altogether a new one. Such' 
charity was never before required of the 
iVorld : Such charity t^'as never heard o£ 
before : Charity of fuch a vaft height and* 
liieafure, was quite tt new thing. Scafce/y 
for a righteous man mil any onedte^ faith the 
a^^oftle ; thtf per adventure for a ^ood tnan^ 
f)fne would even dare to die. Yet God com- 
mended his love towards us, (it was infi*' 
aitely beyond all the charity that ever had' 
T a been 
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been among men) — in that while we were 
yet fmners, Chrift died for us. 

And now, by what hath been faid, we 
may eafily difcern, the true and genuine 
nature of that charity, which is properly 
called chriftian. 

It is fuch a benevolent and tender difpo- 
fitlon of foul, as inclineth us to do, not 
thofe things only, which the laws of com- 
mon juftice require us to do j but moreover 
all fuch kind and obliging offices, as be- 
cometh creatures of the moft companionate 
hearts, and godlike tempers ; to be afFefted 
with the fenfe of other mens wants, as well 
as our own ; to pity them as our felves ; to 
wifh and promote their good, with fuch 
unfeigned defires, and unwearied endea- 
vours, as if our own welfare were concern-, 
cd : And becaufe our blefled Saviour vouch- 
fafed to exprefs a common love to us all, we 
are to follow his moft blefled fteps, in ex- 
prefling our charity to mankind, as long as 
we live in the world ; to blefs and pray for^ 
and to do good to our very enemies ta 
offer them terms of favour ; 4:o give them 
teftimonies of a reconcilable temper; to en- 
courage 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. XVI. Meafures of Charity. 277 

courage and excite them to be reconciled, 
by our example; by fhewing them our 
own bowels of compafSon; and by let- 
ting them fee, how kind, humble, meek, 
long-fufFering, and patient we our felves 
are; and how ready to forgive them:— In 
fhort, to have fuch ardent afFedlions unto 
all men, and efpecially unto all chriftians* 
as to ferve them willingly, not only with 
our wiflies, and labours, and fubftance, but 
(when need requires) with our very lives 
alfo : Tho^ life be fo dear a matter, and (as 
it is expreflcd in the book of Job) all that a 
man hath will he give for his life; yet upon 
great occafions, and in preffing circum- 
ftances, and for weighty and noble ends, to 
be ready as our bleifed Saviour was, to die 
for others, after ail other fervices done for 
them :— -This is to have that fervent, and 
perfed, and true charity, which the chrif- 
tian religion recommendeth tons : And this 
is the thing which the apoftle requires of 
us, when he exhorteth above all things to 
put on charity, which is the bond of per-^ 
feStnefs. 

T3 
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Excellence of Charity, 

[From Dr, Felling on Charity.] 
I TIMt I. 5. 

fJow tie end of^be commandment is charity^ 

TmS is that great virtue which is the 
diftinguifhing charafteriftick of the 
followers of Chrift j by which is to be un- 
derftood, not one fingle inftance of our duty 
only, but a complicatbn of aU duties : for 
charity in the fcripture fenfe always figni- 
fieth an univerfal love both of God and 
man; and more particuUrly^ a kind aad 
benevolent afFedlion towards all other mea^ 
willing to do them good, ^nd defirous of 
their welfare, both temporal and eternal. 

Our Saviour hath told us, that upon the 
love of God and of man h?ng ajl the law 
and the . prophets ; which is the fame ia 
other words with this expreffion of the 
apoftle in my text, where he tells us, that; 
the end of the commandment is charity. 
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In difcourfing hereupon,. I fhall fhew the 
great excelleikcy and ufcfulnefs of this vir- 
tue in the feveral following particulars : 

I. I fhaii Ihew, What great good a cha- 
ritable temper doth to a man's own mind. 

IL How efFeftuallj it helps us, to an- 
fwer the ends of the gofpel difpenfation. 

IIL How near it brings us to God even 
in this world. And, 

IV. How it prepares us for the everlafting 
happinefe of another. 

I. I AM to Ihew, What great good a cha- 
ritable temper doth, to a man's own mind. 

Tho' a crown of righteoufnefs, a glorious 
and perfe<3: reward, be laid up and referved 
for us againft the day of judgment ; yet all 
virtue brings us fomething of a prefent re- 
ward. As it cleanfeth the fpirit from the 
corruptions of the world ; fo it replenilhes 
the foul, with the greateft fatisfadion and 
pleafure : And by thefe means, as well 
the holinefs, as the joy of a future ftate, be- 
ginneth here. 

-Now, of thofe graces, which at once ///- 

rify and deHght the mind, a fpirit of charity 

h one, and perhaps the greateft. It rids 

T 4 the 
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the foul of fereral vices, which a£Fed the 
conicience with the greateft guilt, and there^ 
fore muft of confeqaence bring the greateft 
plague ; vices which crucify the very fouU 
and make every one his worft tormentor ; 
as pride, envy, malice, and fuch like. 

Thefe are peculiarly called the fins of 
the devil; and therefore it is fit, theyfliould 
carry a hell with them. It is impoflible for 
fuch evil qualities, to reign in a breaft, 
where a charitable heart lies. Kind fpirits 
are not wont to be haughty, imperious, 
and tyrannical; efpecially towards thofe 
thejr love : much lefs are they wont to be 
grieved, and afflifted at their prolperity; 
or to feek their hurt. Such vices are alto-? 
gether inconfiftent with charity ; and they 
always grow out of ill nature, as weeds out 
of an uncultivated foil; and one would 
think men fhould ihun them rather, becaufe 
they always fting the very mind that pro^ 
diiceth them. 

Hearts that are the proper and kindly foil 
of virtue, are never fenfible of this uneafi- 
nefs ; becaufe they are free froD(i the caufes 
of it. And were the infides of men to be 
thoroughly difcovered, it would moft af-i 

furedly 
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furedly be found, that none arc fo eafy and 
^uiet within, fo fatisfied in their minds, as 
thofe that have generous afFedions for all 
mankind. If in fuch breafts there be any 
diflatisfadions, it is becaufe their kind en- 
deavours are not fuccefsful ; or elfe becaufe 
they are not able to do all the good they 
vrould. 

Uncharitable wretches know not the plea-- 
ibre of doing good; nor what peace and 
Complacency returns into one3 bofom, by 
every charitable adion, nay fonietimcs, by 
?i bare charitable purpofe and defign, when 
fome crofs accident hinders the execution 
Qfit/ 

In^fhort, neither riches, nor honour, nor 
power, nor any thing elfe, can bring a man 
fuch ferenity and divine pleafure, as a pure 
foul; a foul from whence good adions 
flow, like a gentle and limpid ftream from a 
clear fountain. Tho' misfortunes from 
abroad may affed fuch a man, yet compa- 
ratively they are not fharp ; and right reafon 
can help to take away that little uneafmefs 
there is in them. It is an evil confcience 
that is truly grievous and galling: It Is this 
Jjiat creates griefs from within; griefs that 

3r? 
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are more heavy and afflidive, than any ac- 
cidents from without. 

And therefore the true way to have folid 
peace within, is to have minds full of inte- 
grity ; and inftead of entertaining afly diC- 
honeft purpofes, to be always virtuoufly 
difpofed, and above all, to be kindly, and 
benevolently inclined, and to do all the good 
that lieth in our power. 

And thus it appeareth, what great good 
a charitable temper doth to a man*s own 
mind. 

I proceed, 

11. To fhew, Howeffeduallyithelpsus, 
to anfwer the ends of the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion. 

The grace of God^ faith St. Paul, that 
^bringeth falvatiorij hath appeared unto all 
men; teaching us^ that denying ungodlinefs 
and worldly lujlsj wejhould live foberfyr right-- 
eoujly^ and^dly in thisprefent world. Which 
fhews, that the defign o£ the gofpel cove- 
nant is, to reclaim mankind to the love and 
pra£tice of all manner of virtue. Bccaufe 
God is a. moft perfefl: being himfelf, of in- 
finite goodnefs^ and perfednefo in hie nature j 
I bis 
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his blefled purpofe is, to imprint upon our 
fouls his own image, according to the capa*^ 
city of our finite faculties. And in order 
hereunto he hath give^ us by his own fon, 
the brightnefs of his glory, not only the 
moft excellent promifes, all confirmed and 
fealed with hi$ blood upon the crofs ; but 
moreover the moft perfect example, and 
the moft perfe(^ve duties. 

Now^ of thefe duties, this of univerfal 
charity and love is the chief. For Ipve being 
fuch a divine afFedion, the fruits of it muft 
needs be divine too, if it be fincere and 
zealous. As for inftancej If our love to 
God^ be pure and hearty, it cannot but move 
us to a foUcitous care, of doing nothing that 
k repugnant to God*s will and holinefs; 
becaufe this aflFedion is naturally attended 
with an earneft defire to pleafe and imitate 
it« obje^, or the party whom we intirely 
Jove. 

So alfo, if a man's love to himfelfht fac- 
tional . and regular, it muft needs put him 
upon doing himfelf all the good, efpecially 
jail the fpiritual good, he can ; becaufe his 
fpirituai part, the foul, is to live for ever, 

and 
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and therefore requires his tendereft care, 
that it may be everlaftingly happy. 

The fame inclination doth true charity 
work in us towards all other fnen ; to be 
beneficial to them likewife: for it always 
operates, according to the nature of the 
thing, and according to the condition of the 
objedl. 

It cannot poflibly be of any advantage to 
our Maker ; becaufe he is out of the reach 
of our charity, and too high for it. Can a 
man (fays Job) he projitahle unto Gody as he 
that is wife may be prof table unto himfelf? 
Is it any pleafure to the almighty ^ that thou 
art righteous \ or is it gain io him^ that thou 
makef thy ways perfeB? And again; If thou 
berighteousy what giveji thou him? Or what 
receiveth he of thy band? Alas, none of our 
goodnefs extendeth unto him. lie neither 
needs it, nor is he capable of being bene- 
fited by it ; becaufe he is infinitely perfedt, 
and happy in himfelf. 

But our love to God hath this efFe£t ; it 
makes us admire and adore him, ferve and 
worfhip, and endeavour to pleafe him, and 
to be like unto himj and fo, it is an inftru- 

ment 
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ment oi godlinejs^ as well as oifobriety and 
right eoufnefs. 

In this xcfpe£t, it may be faid to be the - 
fulfilling of the whole law. And thus the 
apoftle argues, Hje that loveth another^ hath 
fulfilled the law. For this^ Thou Jhalt not 
commit adultery ; thou Jhalt not kill\ thou 
jhalt not fieal\ thou Jhalt not covet \ and if 
there ie any other commandment^ it is briefiy 
comprehended in this faying^ Thou Jhalt love 
thy neighbour as tbyfelf ' Love worieth no > 
ill to his neighbour ; therefore love is thefuU 
filling of the law. 

We cannot be injurious to our own fouls, 
or to the reft of mankind, or to God him-» 
felf, but it muft proceed from the want o^ 
thofe enlarged hearts, and thofe fervent 
and tender affections, which the gofpel re- 
quires of us all. 

Here then we fhould employ our grjeateft 
pains, and ufe our utmoft endeavours, to 
l^indle in us a true fpirit of charity : For this, 
is the end of the gofpel difpenfation. 

The 

m. Thing I propofed to fhew, was, 
that a charitable temper is conducive to the 

bringing' 
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bringing of ua near unto God^ even in thii 
world. 

God is love^ faith the fcripture : Not only 
becaufe all love is of God, as the origin and 
fountain of it; but becaufe it is one of the 
infinite beauties, add glories of his nature ; 
fo effential to him, and fo perfed in him, 
that he is the moft tranfcendent and excellent 
example of lov^ ; made up of it fo, that he 
may be well called love itjelf. 

By rcafbn of this love, God extendeth 
his goodnefs to all his creatures, and e^c-» 
cially to mankind ; intending and ordering 
all things here, for their good } threatning 
and admonifliing, commanding and for- 
bidding, affifting, and ftrengthening, che-» 
riihing and chaflifing them, in order ftilj 
to that great end, their own good; add ift 
all the methods and difpenfations of his 
providence, expreffing his mercy and ten-^ 
dernefs towards u^, as it is moft agreeable 
to his wifdom, and as far as it is confif^en^ 
with the honour due from creatures to their 
Creator. 

Nor are the wkkedeft men denied a fhare 
and portion of his goodnefs. For tho* by 
the rules of ftri^jufticc, he might without 

any 
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"any more ado confign them to everlafting 
mifery, and cut them off in the midft of 
their unpieties, yet he offers to all, peace 
and reconciliation, in, and by, and for the 
fake of his foi>, whom he fent into the 
world, to feek and to fave that which was 
loft, to the end that none fhould perifli, but 
that all fliould come to repentance. And 
to exprefe the fincerity of his defire in this 
matter, he daily Ihews the riches of his 
goodnefs, and forbearance, and long fiifFer- 
ing ; that thereby he may lead wicked men 
to repentance, not to be repented of. Nay 
they have their portion, even of the things 
of thk life too ; nor are any caft out of the 
bands of that provident and fiipreme go- 
vernor of all things, who caufeth his fun to 
fhine, upon the evil, and upon the good ; 
and who fendeth rain on the juft, and on 
the unjuft. 

This great goodnefs of God towards us 
all, our Saviour himfelf makes ufe of, as a 
powerful argument and motive, for our 
charity and tendernefs towards one another. 

And truly, if we confider the infinite 
ptrfedlkns. of God, by reafon whereof, he 
ikndeth not in the leaft need of any, nor of 

all 
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all his creatures; the infinite greatnefs of* 
his majejly above us, and its diftance front 
us; — by reafon whereof, he might look 
down upon us with fcorn and contempt ; — * 
his infinite/^Te^^r over us, by reafon where- 
of he might eafily call us down into the 
bottomlefs pit upon any provocation; his 
infinite holinefs and excellency^ by reafon 
whereof e^ery provocation comes to be of 
infinite demerit; and together with all this, 
if we confider the infinite difproportion, that 
is between the fins aded againft him, and 
the fiiults we conmiit againft one another, 
who fiand all of us upon the fame level, and 
need all of us each others afliftance ; nor 
have we any power over one another, but 
what is given to us, and is precarious ; nor 
do we provoke one another, but with of- 
fences wjhich perhaps we are all of us guilty 
of in our turns; If, I fay, we confider all 
this, we muft needs difcover, a great deal 
of force in this argumentation, — thatfinoc 
God fo loveth us, fo pitieth us, fo forbcar- 
eth us, fo exprelTeth his mercy and compaf- . 
fion to us; certainly we ought alfa> and 
the rather by much, to love, and pity, and 

forbear. 
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forbeaf , dud fhew compaffioil aiid kirldriefs 
unto one anothef. 

And this it is which fendreth tiis like utito 
God. Lovt is ofGtxiy faith St. John; and' 
every me that loveth^ is born of God^ and 
knoweth God. And again^ If we lo^e one 
another y God dtoellethin us^ and his love i^ 
perfected in us. And again, Hereby we kno'v^ 
that we dwell in him^ and he in us^ becaufe 
he hath given us ofhisfpirit ; meanings that 
temper and afFedion, which is fo eminent 
in him. And again, he fays, God is love^ 
and he that dwelleth in love^ dwelleth in God^ 
and God in him. 

Here then men fhould lay their hands 
upon their hearts, and examine how they 
beat ; what they are full of; and how they 
areafFefted: If wrath and bitternefs, malice 
and rancour, fpitefulnefs and uncharitable^ 
ncfs, dwelleth in them ; if felf-love, un-- * 
mcrcifulnefs, and cruelty hardens them ; if 
the wants and miferies of others make none, 
or but very little impreffions upon them ;*^ 
thefe are very bad tymptoms, plain ligus^ 
that there is very little, if any thing at all of' 
God, in fuch hearts ; nothing but what fa- 

Voh. IIL U vours 



Digtfized by VjOOQIC 



29^ Excellence of Charity. 

vours of a narrow fpirit, of a mean, fordicj^r 
and brutifh nature. 

Humane, rational fouls ftiould have more 
exalted faculties ; fouls, that are fo many 
rays of the divinity; fouls, that are of a 
noble and heavenly extraction ; What can fb 
become fuch beings, as thoughts that are 
beneficial like the fun-bearmsj afFedions^ 
that are as large as the univerfe ; motions 
and operations, like his, who was the re- 
deemer of fouls ; whofe whole life was, to 
go about doing good ? 

His miracles, as well as his difcourfesy 
and laws, were charity. And by thofe cha- 
ritable works, he fliewed himfelf to be the 
fon of God. Nor may 'we think, we can 
give the world, or our own fehres, any la- 
tisfadory evidence of our own relation to 
his Father or him, but by works of charity^ 
as his were ; by doing good to every many 
as it lies in our power, without diftindion j 
by intreating them gently; by bearing 
wrongs and indignities with pieeknefe of 
fpirit; by putting our caufe into God^s 
hands, without felf-revenge; by bleffingand 
wifhing well to our very enemies j and by 

expreffing 
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fexpreffing our fincere aflFedions to all tnan^^ 
kind. 

Thefe things^ do naturally cifry a great 
deal of force with them : So that if no obli-* 
gations were upon us from any laws to this 
purpofe, the divine excellence of thefe ac-^ 
tions would recommend them to our prac-* 
tice, becaufe they are godlike aftions; and 
therefore muft needs be of the higheft ex-* 
cellence in their own nature. 

But befides this, we are to confider yet, 
in the 

IV. And laft {)lace, tibw helpful a fpi^ 
rit of charity is to us, not only in bringing 
lis near unto God in this world, but alfo in 
fitting and preparing us for the everlafting 
happinefs of another. 

Many virtues Are required, to difpbfel u^ 
for the enjoyment of that happinefs; to 
mtike us capable of it ; to render us medt to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the faints 
in light. Neither will the decrees, nor the 
{)dwer, nor the mercy of 6od, briftg us to 
that enjoyment, without due qualifications 
On. our part, becaufe there cah be no true , 
happinefs, but where there is a correfjiori-* 
U 2 denco 
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dence and fuitableneis between the mind 
and the thing ; if a man be not pleafed with 
what he enjoys, nor finds any ddrghtful 
relifh in it, it is impoiEble for him to be 
happy by enjoying it; nor can heaven it 
felf be a place c^ pleafure to thofe, whofe 
minds have as little tafte of thofe divine 
iatigfadions, as a vitiated palate hath of the 
nioft pleafant meats and drinks. 

To prepare our felves for thofe delights, 
it is oec^flfary to transform our fouls into the 
love of them now ; and to accuftom our 
felves now, to the familiar and delightful 
practice of thofe virtues, wherein the hap- 
pinefs of another life doth really confift. 

Of which virtues, a charitable difpofition 
is one, and a verj great one; becaufe we 
fhall be fure, to carry that difpofition with 
us out of this world, to continue with us 
everlallingly, and to make us happy indeed, 
in the enjoyment of a fuitable fociety of 
blefled fpirits, which are all made up of 
love. 

Charity never faUetb \ faith the apoftlci 

But vih ether there be prophecies j they Jball 

f^l% ^whether there be tdngues^ they Jhall 

uafi \ whither there be knowledge^ it Jball 

vanijb 
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'oanifk aH&6^. Bet efearity endurcth for ever. 
It is an infeparable glory, of tlie fquJs of 
juft men made perfed. 

Upon all which accounts, it concerneth 
tis, as much ^s our eyerlafting b^ppinefs is 
worth, by all poffible afts of charity, to 
bring our minds to fuch a loving frame and 
temper, as when we die, may be fuitable 
to the Aate and condition of heaven; where 
.there will be no more uneafineffe?; where 
envy and pride fhall ceafe ; and malice and 
difcord fhall be no more. 



U 3 5ERM0N 
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Several, properties of Charity. 

[From Br* Felling on Charity,] 
IGOR. XIII, 4. 

Charity fufferetb long^ and is kind i charity 
enviefh not ; charity vamteth. not it felf^ 
w not puffed up, 

^TpHE apoftle is here fpe^ing of that 
great and comprehenfive duty of the 
chrlftian life ; an univerfal love and bene-» 
volence towards mankind. He had before 
defcribed it unto us in its true nature and 
foundation J and is here exemplifying it, in 
its efFeds and planner of operation. For 
the inftapces and expreflions of it are 
jnanifold and various; and therefore it is ^ 
great miftake to fuppofe, that all charity 
is comprehended under the name of almf-^ 
giving. That indeed is one expreffion of 
charity, when our alms come from a charirf 
table hearty for if /i6^f be wanting, all our 
glms lofeth the name of charitv. Tho^ I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Serm. XVIII. Properties of Charity. 295 

^ve all my goods (fays \i€\ to feed the poor ^ 
^nd have not charity ^ it profit eth me nothing. 
You fee, that in die apoftle*s account, alms- 
deeds may be without charity ; that is when 
vanity or oftentation is the principle from 
whence they flow. But tho* they com:e 
from a right principle, from a kind and 
compaffionate heart, yet are they but a lit- 
tle part of charity ; as we find by St. Paul*s 
defcription of its feveral branches in this 
chapter, of which my text containeth di- 
vers inftances : Charity fufferethlongy and is 
kind\ charity envieth not\ charity vauntetb 
not it f elf is not puffed up. 

¥irst; Charity fuffereth long^ and is 
kind. — ^By this is meant, that a charitable 
perfon is tender, compaffionate, and bene- 
ficent, both in difpofition and adions ; 
ready in every refpedi to do all the good he 
can. By giving us a defcription^ St. Paul 
Ihews us a duty : and his meaning is, that 
inftead of hating, and doing evil to one 
another, we fhouid be tenderly afFeded, 
and ufeful to each other, ready from our 
iiearts to do to one another all the good of- 
fices which lie in our power. 

U 4 Now 
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Now for the due praftiftog of thip m^tt w, 
fhe law^ of charity require of ua, in the 
firft place^ t^af we have a true irmardfmfe 
qf other mns wants and affli&iom. This ia 
that; which the holy fikjriptyre calls tender^ 
heart e4nefh bowels of merfy^ and b(i^Hg 
fompqffion one of another. By which ex- 
preilions 4s, meaat, that we ihould fympar? 
thize with all that are in diftrefs, and have 
a fellowi-feeling of one another's ajpiidions. 
For whpfp mens hearts are fo hard, that 
.their brethrens calamities piak? little or no 
impreffions npon them, ther^ iti^ impoflible 
for charity to be fo kindly, ivc^^ and gene*^ 
rous, as the laws of chriftianity do require, 

This was one great reafon, why the fon 
pf God W4S plcafed to take human nature 
upon him; that he might bef?nfible of our 
compion miferie?. In all things^ fays the 
^poftle, it behoved him^ to be made like unto 
bis brethren^ that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priejl. And again; We have 
ffot pn high pf'ieftj which cannot be touched 
yfith thefedin^ qf our infirmities^ hut was in 
pU pmts temptfd^'^X is, tried hy affli<3:ion5| 
acquainted with forrows an4 gri^9t) like <w 

Hi§ 
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His own thorough fenfe of the har dihips 
of the world, made him the more willingly 
go about doing good, during hi$ abode in 
the flefb ; and the more merciful to man- 
kind now; fince all power in earth and 
heaven hath been put into hi? hands* 

And this will be in us, the principle of 
right chriftian charity to one another j to 
he painfully affected with the fufferings of 
others, And to thi^ end we ihould ufe all 
poflible means, to mould our hearts rightly, 
to foften them into a tender and compaffion- 
ate temper J and to let all moving confidera- 
tions fink deep into them. Becaufe we are 
the body of Chrift, and all of us members 
of it, joined together by the fame bonds of 
faith and hope ; wc ihould be all animated 
with the fame fpirit.c«f charity too; we 
ihould have, as St. Paul fpeaks, th^ fam^ 
fare one for another \ fq that if one member 
Jft^ery allthemembersjhouldfuffer'with it. 

But thii (if it be all) is not enough. It is 
poor kindnefs, juft to be troubled for an- 
other, and to fay, God help him. Grief, and 
forrow, and anguiflb, and good wifhes, muft 
break oiit into aSiion\ fife, all the reft i$ 
\m good-nat^r^d ^empUment. The laws 
3 of 
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of charity bind us, not to be barren, oruji- 
fruitful, but to be full of good works, ac- 
cording as our own capacities, and accord- 
ing as the wants and neceffities of other 
people are. 

Firft, to do to their fouls all the good we 
can. This is the nobleft work of charity, 
becaufe it is done to the nobleft part of man. 
And becaufe there is a neceflity for the foul, 
upon its parting from the body, to pafs into 
an everlafting, unchangeable ftate, either 
of happinefs or mifery; greater charity there 
cannot be, than to minifter fuch helps and 
'means to it now, as ferve to prepare it for a 
blefled eternity: As, to inftrud it in the 
paths of duty, to teach it the true fear of 
God, to fubdue its linful and inordinate ap- 
petites, and to bring it to an habitual prac- 
tice of all manner of piety and virtue. 

Moreover; Charity obligeth us to cxprefs 
^ tender regard to the worldly neceffities of 
others aifo, according to our abilities. God, 
who hath ordered all things in number, 
weight, and meafure, hath of his great 
goodnefs and wifdom, made variety of con- 
ditions among mankind, and hath fo fuited 
mens capacities, fortunes, and abilities, to 

their 
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their feveral ftates of life, that every one is 
to be ufeful in fome refpeft or other to the 
reft. 

And becaufe no man can live alone, pr 
fupport himfelf in a ilate of utter fepara^ 
tioa from all others; common neceflSty ties 
us all together, like fo many limbs and 
member^ into one body, that each may 
minifter its affiftance, towards the maintC"^ 
nance of the whole. 

Now fo far as any one wants, and be-^ 
comes feeble, fo far it is difabled and hin- 
dred from lending its own help to its fellows. 
So that were nothing elfe to be conftdered, 
but the preferyation, and common intereft 
of human fociety; that alone would be 
enough to fet all hands at work, upon ex- 
tending themfelve^ in afts of charity. 

But our obligations to it are the greater 
.ftill, becaufe the divine being, who careth 
for us all, hath made that which is a civil 
duty, to be a part of our religion too ; tljat 
which the neceflities of human fociety call 
for, he himfplf requires as neceflary, in 
order to our eternal intereft. 

Updn both accounts therefore, as we are 
naen, and chrjiftians alfo, wq muft be very 

fareful 
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careful to cxprcfs the benevolent difpofition 
of our hearts, by all outward aSs of bene- 
ficence, according as our flations and capa- 
cities are, and according as the needs and 
fuflPerings of other people require our help- 
ing hand j as, to fave life, when it is in 
danger; to relieve the opprefled; to take 
care cf the lick; to help the infirm; to feed 
the hungry ; to cloaththe naked j to cherifli 
the comfortlefs; to lift up the head that 
hangeth down ; to vilit the fatherlefs and 
widow in their afl^iftion ; and to fend up to 
Ac God of comfort, our charitable inter-* 
c^^nsfbr all. 

Thus, Charity Jiiffereth longy and is kind. 

The next property of it in my t®ct, is 
this; Charity envietb mt: That is, will not 
lie cUfturbed m* grieved at ^aother^s happi- 
n$£t ; or at atiy thing, wherein another ex^ 
cell^ The fcripture calls this paffion, oir 
fvii eye ; and (bme of the ancients liavc 
ii<»npftred it to a difeafe in the eye, by means 
whereof, it cannot endure to behold imy 
iplendid or bright objed. 

Of dl the difteropcrs of the mind, there 
19 none that procQcdeth from a worfci nor 

yet 
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ytt from a weaker caufe. For it is not 
grouaded upon any perfonal crime, but upoa 
a wicked Opinion of partiality in providence^ 
and upon an abufive conceit of one's own 

deferts. 

Where is anyinjuftice or blame in the 

man) if God pleafeth to blefs him, wltK 
outward or inward gifts^ above his neigh- 
bours ? — ^Yet this is the original of envy, — 
that for great and wife reafons, God doth^ 
difpenfe his goodnefs to fome, with a more 
liberal hand, than what he extendeth unto 
others^ And can any thing be more wicked* 
than to quarrel with the divine being for his. 
bounty ? Or can any thing be more unrca- 
fonable, than to find fault with a man, be- 
caufe he is happily made a partaker of it ? 
For anger ^ and hatred^ and fome other vicest 
there might be fome tolerable pretence, did /;Tr?T?^s 
not. the laws of religion forbid them: But a^<^; V^^^\ 
this vice is the moft unfortunate of all, that | "^ S ;;' . h^ 
it hath no covering but aa evil heart. '^X^^^''^^^^ 

But I am not now to confider fo much the ^^I^^ 
unreafonable nature of envy, as how con-, 
trary and oppofae it is to a fpirit of charity. 
For, wherdas a charitable perfon w:i{heth 
well to all) aad endeavours^ as far as in him: 

lies> 
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lies, to do good to all ; the enviousr wrefcfa 
grieves and pines, murmurs and complains, 
frets and rages at his neighbour's happinefs^ 

Such a wretch is not fo much as charitable 
to bimfelf\ becaufe his great (yea almoft his 
only) kindnefs, is to a vice, that is his cru- 
clleft enemy; to a vice, that cuts and pierces 
him to the quick; to a vice, that eats daily 
upon his vitals, and into his heart; and in 
return for its entertainment, gives him ho** 
thing but gall and wormwood. 

And how can it be expefted, that a man 
fo imbittered fhould be charitable to any 
other. If you have envying and bitter fir^e 
in your hearts (faith St. James), ghry not^ 
and lye not againjl the truth. This wifdom 
defcendeth not from above ^ but is earthly yfen-^ 
fual^ and devilijh. For where envying and 
Jirife is^ fays he, there is confujion and every 
evil work. There is meannefs of fpirit, 
covetoufnefs, detrafkion, hatred, lying, ma- 
lice, fraud, oppreffion, partiality, cruelty, 
and too often blood-guiltinefs it felf. The 
firft blood that ever was fliedupon the earth, 
was fhed out of mere envy ; becaufe the 
]Lord had refpeft unto AbeU and to his of- 
fering. Yet how was it a crime in Ahel, 
I or 
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or why was he to be blamed, that God loved 
him ? 

An envious fpirit being fo ipconfiftcnt 
with charity, fo repugnant to it, fo utterly 
deflrudive of it ; we ftiould ufe all poflible 
means, to pluck out of our fouls this poi- 
fonous root of bitternefs. 

Then fhall we be charitable indeed, when 
we unfeignedly defire, not only the eternal, 
but even the temporal profperity of all men, 
and ftrive according to our ability to pro- 
mote it. Then Ihall we exprefs our charity 
indeed, when we feek not our own only, 
but confider the cafes, and fuit our felves to 
the circumftances of others, as if they were 
our own too ; when we blefs God for them, 
and are fatisfied and pleafed to fee our neigh- 
bour's welfare and profperity. Then are 
we charitable to all men, when inftead of 
fretting againft any, we take compaffion 
upon the worft, lamenting and pitying their 
unhappinefs as well as fin, when they abufe 
and mifapply the mercies of God to them. 

Then are we charitable indeed, when wc 
rejoice for thofe gifts which the divine 
bounty bellows, efpecially upon good men; 
when we are thankful for them, and make 

this 
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this chriftian ufe of them, as to become cmr 
felves the wifer and better for them. 

Tlien are we charitable indeed, when we 
are contented with our own prefent portion, 
and fatifified with other mens ; entirely fub- 
mitting to the will of God, with this com-> 
fortable perfuafion, that in the feveral afts 
of his providence to them and us, he doth 
that which is beft for us atl ; if not that 
which we moft covet, yet that which we 
moil need* 

In fhort,-— to acquiefce in his goodnefs 
and wifdom, confidering how much wc 
enjoy above what we really deferve, how 
m^ny thoufands that deferve as well come 
vaftly (hort of us, and how little (hort we 
our felves comparatively come of thofe who 
deferve better; — ^To put a due value upoo 
every the leaft bleflSng of God, and with 
all modeft refignation to leave orn- felves, 
our fortunes, and our brethren, to his go- 
vernment and difpolal : — This is at once to 
be wife, patient, pious, and charitable alfo. 
Charity envieth not. 

The last property of charity in my 
text, b this i Charity vauhtetb mt itfetfy is 

not 
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nit puffed up: That is to fay, It alloweth 
liot people to be protid and arrogant, to be 
haughty and fupercilious^ td have an im- 
modeft, lofty, and over high conceit of a 
man's own felf ; or to behave himfelf with 
contempt and fcorn towards thofe, whom 
he looks down upon at a diftance as his in- 
feriors. 

There ishSrdly another vice that Is more 
foolifh, more hateful, than pride is ; none 
that is fo like to the devil's temper j none 
that flands in more dire<3: oppofition to all 
the laws of charity. 

An humble mind ftddps to all, tho' the 
meaneft and loweft offices ; not is there any 
a<St of lovej which it is not willing to reach 
out a kind hand unto, tho* it be (as it was 
in the cafe of our Saviour) to the wafliing 
of one andthers feet. And the reafon is, 
becaufe a truly humble man hath fo modeft 
an opinion of himfelf^ and fo high an efteem 
of others^ that be is apt to reckon all good 
offices to be a kind of debt to them, and a 
very neceflkry, tho* a pioor tribute of honour, 
to the meek and lowly Jcfus. 

But pride fets men fo far remote from 
their neighbours, that to dejire their friend- 
. Vol. III. X fhip, 
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ihipi looks like incroachment ; and for 
thcmfelves to offer it, fcems to them a tranf- 
greffing the rules of greatncfs. And fo, in 
that diftance and interval hcv^ttn^ate on 
the one hand, and meanrkfs on the other, 
many afts of true charity are Wanting, 
many blcflcd opportunities of doing good 
drop to the ground, and are quite loft, and 
perhaps too, when the neceflSties of poor 
wretches are moft preiBng. 

Seldom do proud tnen think of God him-- 
felf. ^hey care not for God (faith the pfal- 
mift), neither is God in all their thougbts^^ 
They think not of him as their ibaker and 
benefador, by whom they live ; or as their 
lawgiver and judge, by whom they muft be 
fentenced to eternity; at leaft they think 
not with that gratitude, reverence, and 
depth of thought, which fhould fwallow 
up all their vain imaginations. And if God 
be not in their minds, it is no wonder if 
men be not there, and if they be full of no- 
thing but themfelves. 

But this is not alL The cafe would be 
better, tho' they did no good, if they did 
no hurt neither. But pride is fuch an in- 
jurious and imperious, vice, that where it 

ruleth. 
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ruleth, it admits of no bound but thofe of 
its own fetting, and thofe are as uncertaia 
as can be imagined; Pride commonly hath 
twetmfnefs for its fadior, to toil and drudge 
for its maintenance j arid when thofe vices 
go hand in hand, nothing is fafe that is 
within teach, as was the cafe of Aiiab with 
regard to Nabothh vineyard. Ahab was 
fick at heart for it, and to recover his cdn-^ 
tent, the poor man's bhx)d was fought for 
too, as the fpeedieft remedy. 

Men of fuch tempers are fo bloated with 
kn opinion of their own deferts, that they 
fancy thcmfelves to have a kind of right to 
every thing, efpecially if it be judged ne- 
ceflaty and convenient. And how then can 
we hope for charity ^ when there is no room 
for jujiivef Fraud, rapine, and oppreffion^ 
kre the ufual defigns of an haughty mind; 
and it is the harder to ftop them, beca,ufc 
proud people are ever apt to overlook their 
aftions J think it a diminution to obey fuch 
a thing as confcience ; are too big to be taken 
to account ; too high to afk themfelves, if 
there not iniquity in my right hand? 

Indeed people who are thus puflFed up, 

have not always power to hurt others much 

X 2 in 
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in their fortunes ; but then they feldorii fail 
to opprefs them in ihtiv fame •^ which is 
another thing utterly inconfiftent with that 
candor and goodnefs, which evermore at- 
tends a charitable temper. 

Pride is always very cenforious; tho^ 
many times there is no other reafon for the 
hard charadler it gives, but this only, that 
it may have a foil to fet off it felf. The 
greateft innocence Is often reproached, be- 
caufe proud people care not what others de- 
ferve, but would have us to know how An- 
gular their own merits are j by expofing a 
neighbour, they hope we (hall think the 
better and the more highly of them ; by 
throwing dirt upon others faces, they think 
their own will appear the more beautiful ; 
like the haughty Phariiee in the golpel, who 
thought to recommend himfelf to God, by 
making reflexions ; / am not as other men 
are J extortioners^ unjuji^ adulterers^ nor even 
as this publican. 

By this injurious and uncharitable prac- 
tice, many mffchiefs befal mankind > as 
ftrife, railings, animofities, violence, and 
all manner of outrage. So that Solomon 
faith, Only by pride cometh contention* It 

i^ 
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is the only natural parent of contention : 
There are accidental caufes of it, as drunk- 
ennefs, paffion, revenge, and the hke, 
which bring forth ftrife upon preceding heats 
and provocations ; but pride is the only vice 
that hath a conftant, natural inclination that 
way, a principle that tends to ftrife, whe-*- 
ther there be juft provocations or no; the 
vice that loves it, and delights in it j and 
indeed that fignalizeth it felf chiefly by it; 
for, had we not reafon to beware of quarrels, 
and to be afraid of them, for the mifchiev- 
ous nature and confequence of them, very 
little notice would be taken of proud people; 
they would be the moft flighted and fcorned, 
as now they are the mofl: hated creatures in 
the world. 

Therefore that we may beget in us a right 
fpirit of charity, and be able duly to ex- 
prefs it, we fliould learn of our great law- 
giver and mafter, to be very lowly in heart. 
We fliould firfl: lay our felves low, under 
an awful apprehenfion of God's greatnefs, 
and under a juft fenfe of our own vilenefs 
and unworthinefs, to be fure in comparifoa 
of him ; of whofe perfections and glory, 
there is no end. 

3i 3 Then 
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Then we fhould confider, with what adk 
mirable wifdora God hath ordered the world j 
that as all things depend upon him, fo un^ 
dcr him one thing dependeth upon another, 
and miniflereth help to another ; and ii^ 
this refpe<3: or that, one thing excelktb anor 
^cr too : That man himfelf, tho' he ftruts 
upon the ? arth with fuch pomp and Hate, 
i& beholding to the meaneft creature for 
fuccour and affiftance : That the moft var 
luable things any man hath, are all borrow- 
ed, and that but for a little time too ; That 
tho' the righteous be more excellent than 
his neighbour, yet it is God that makes the 
diflFerence; and that we have nothing of 
our own> but our follies and our fins. Few 
think it reafonable to be proud of thefe ; and 
|)ecaufe all the reft are debts, there is nq 
^eafojn for any to be proud of them neither. 

Upon thefe accounts, we fhould break 
the bubble in our minds, which hath no- 
thing in it but air, nothing about it but 
fantaftical gaiety, to pleafe phildren and 
fools. 

The bufinefs of a man is to do good . 
and in order thereimto, we fliould (aa the 
apoftle expreffeth ii) prefer one another in 

honour \ 
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biMwr\ cmdejbend to men of low €ftate\ do 
nothing thro^ fi^if^ or vain glory \ hut^ in 
lowlimfs of mindy each jhould ejieem other 
Better than themfelves. 

Thus, charity vauntetb not it f elf is not 
puffed up. 

And thus have I explained the three 

great properties of the duty of charity in 

itty text J Charity fuffereth long and is kindi 

charity envieth not ; charity vaunteth not it 

felf is not puffed up. 

And may God give us grace, to fhew 
forth the fame in our lives and praftices. 
And this for the fake of his fon Jefus Chrift 
our Lord: To whom, &c. 
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Several properties of charity, 

[From Dr. Filling on Charity.] 
I COR. XI JI. 5. 

Path not behave it JelJ unfeemly\ Je^keth nojt 
her own \ is not eaj^ly provoked y thicket h 
no evil, 

THESE words are fpoken of the great 
find comprehenfive chriilian duty of 
charity. And they fet forth unto us foM^ 
excellent properties thereof; which in my 
following difcourfe I fhall treat of in the 
order as they ftand, 

hnT>JirJl of all ;— Charity doth not he-, 
have it /elf unfeemly : That is, It doth nor 
thing to others that is indecent, unbecoming, 
or unfuitable to the excellence and honour 
pf Chrift's religion. 

One great reafon is, becaufe diforderly 
and ^ifgrapeful adions are not only evil i^ 
their own nature, but are evil in their ef- 

feas, 
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feifis, fcandalous and very hurtful in their 
confequences ; they carry a ftrong infedion 
^viththem, which is of evil operation; they 
ferve to taint the minds, and corrupt the 
good manners and behaviour of other peo- 
ple that behold themj and fo are apt to 
draw a great many more to the praiftice <A 
|:hem. This is that which the Scripture 
meaneth, when it fpeaks of making men to 
Jin ; of laying ^Jlumbling^block in their way ; 
of wounding their eonfcipncesi of ojf ending, 
and giving offences. 

Nothing is more natural than imitation, 
efpecially in bad things. Such is the corr 
Yuption of our nature^ that every one is ot 
a foft and yielding difpofition on that fide, 
apt to receive deeper impreffions from one 
ill example, than from many good ones. 

There is a contagion in vice, which ia- 
fenfibly goes from one to another, till the 
difeafe becomes generd. A diforderly par 
rent teacheth his children to be licentious^ 
An unjuft, malicious, and diflblute neigh-. 
bour, is a plague to a whole fociety, and 
fliews others the way how to be fo too. 
y^hen once the infedtion fpreadetb, the mis- 
chief 
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chief of it and the fm runs on> and is flit} 
propagated with the example. 

Upon this account, every fcandalous and 
ihameful aftion is utterly. repugnant to the 
rule of charity, beqaiife it i^ injurbus, and 
injurious in the higheft degree; injurious 
to ih^J&uls of men, to thofe precious and 
immortal fpirits of men, for which our 
hleffed Saviour was pkafed of his own mere 
goodnefs and charity to die, 
. For the opening this matter a lit;tle fur- 
ther, it will be very ufeful for us to confider 
two famous cafes, that were in the begin- 
ning of chriftianity, even in the days of the 
apoftlcst Then there were two hot con- 
troverlies in the church, and in each cafe the 
contronrerfy was, about a thing that was 
purely indiflFerent ; no particular lawj whe- 
ther from the nature of the thing, cnt firom 
God, or ftcMn the church, binding people 
to ad the one way or the other. Arid yet 
in both cafes, charity was the great general 
rule, which the apoftles ordered men to go 
by, for fear of tempting others into fin. 
Which plainly fliews, that to give a fcan-i 
dalous example, by any fhameful or foul 
?ta;ion, is z, moft abominable pradice. 

The 
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The firft cafe related to xhokjewsy who 
were newly brought orer to chriftianity. 
Many of them were fo weak in their faith, 
fo uninftruded as yet in the dofirine of 
chriftian liberty^ that they though^ it ftill 
neceflary for them to obferve the old Jewifh 
fabbath, and other folemn days, which 
Mofes had appointed, and to abftain totally 
from fome forts of meats which had been 
forbidden by Mofes. Others again made 
no fcruple about thefe things, but looked 
upon thofe days and meats as indifferent 
now under the gofpel; and accordingly 
they ufed their chriftian liberty as to both, 
r— And the whole hiftory of this matter isfet 
forth in the 14th chapter of the epiftle to 
|he Romans. 

Now tho' St. Paul gave this rule to each 
party. Let not bim that eateth^ defpife him 
fbat eafeth nof ; and let mt him that eatetb 
not y judge him that fat eth: Yet the apoftle 
feems moft inclined (as charitable men are 
apt to be) to the weaker fide. And, that 
charity might have the cafting hand in the 
whole controverfy, he dire<acd thofe whp 
were thoroughly inftruded, not to ufe their 
full lawful liberty in the prefence of a weak 
3 brother, 
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brother, left he fhould be tempted, either 
to do as others did, tho' againft his con- 
fcience, or elfe to forfake the chriftian com- 
munion ; either of which would have been 
a deadly fin. Judge this (faith the apoftle)* 
that no wan put a Jlumbling blacky or an 
occajion to f ally in his brother'^ s 'way. And 
again, If thy brother be grieved (or fcanda- 
lized) by thy meat^ now walkejl thou not cha- 
ritably: dejlroy not him with thy meaty for 
whom Chrijl died. And again, For meat 
dejlroy not the work of God \ All things in^ 
deed are pure^ but it is evil for that man who 
eateth with offence. It is good neither to eat 
fiejhy nor to drink wine^ nor any thing where-^ 
by thy brother ftumbleth^ or is offended^ or 
made weak. 

The other cafe, related to thofe profelytes 
who had been brought over to chriftianity 
from heathenifm: Of which we find the 
account in the 8th chapter of the firft epiftle 
to the Corinthians. — ^Whereas there was a 
general cuftom among the heathens, to eat 
part of thofe facrifices, which had been of- 
fered to their fuppofed deities ; many of 
them, tho' they had received the chriftiai^ 
faith, continued this cuftom neverthelefs ; 
I believing 
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believing ftill, that the things they wor- 
Ihipped were real beings, and that they 
themfelves were better by much for parta- 
king of thofe their facrifices. ^ 

Others knew that thefe were grofBy mif- 
taken; and were convinced, that thofe idols 
were nothing but fidtitious and imaginary 
deities. However thefe too reforted to the 
idol feafts, for compliance fake; yet be- 
lieving them not to be religious, but or- 
dinary meals. 

Now this was a very fhameful and evil 
pradice. For tho' the eating of thofe meats, 
fmgly and in it felf confidered, was a thing 
indifferent; yet the fcandal it gave, made 
it utterly unlawful, becaufe it was a viola- 
tion of charity : it confirmed others in their 
old heathenifh opinion, and encouraged 
them to go on ftill, in their heathenifhy fm- 
ful courfe. 

* To redify this matter therefore, St. Paul 
difcourfeth to them, fhewing, that tho* he 
and others had a very vile opinion of the 
heathen idols ; yet it was a moft flbameful 
and wicked thing, to lay a ftumbling block 
in their brethrens way (that is the expreffion 
again); that is, to minifter unto them any 

occafion 
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occafion of falling into, or of corttiiluiri§f 
in a finful {jraiftice. Meat (fays he) com-- 
mendeth us not unto God\ for neither ifv>^ 
eat are we the better y neither tf we eat not 
are we the worfe. But take heed, left by any 
means this liberty of yours, become aftumbling 
block to them that are weak. For if a man 

fee thee^ who haft knowledge^ ft at meat in 
the idols temple ; ft:all not the confcience of 
him that is weak^ be emboldened to eat thofe 
things which are offered to idols f And thro 
thy knowledge^ fhall the weak brother perifh^ 

for whom' Chrift died. And at the dole of 
that chapter, he declared his own peremp^ 
tory refolution ; that if meat made his bro-^ 
ther to offend^ he would eat nofteftj while tht 
world ftoody left he fhould make his brother t(f 
offend. 

Here then is a noble rule of charity, fof 
us all to goby; namely, To be Very care* 
ful that we do not at any time encourage 
others to do evil, by our indecent aild fcan-^ 
dalous examples iti any cafe ; not fo much 
as in the ufe of things purely indifFerent^ 
much lefs by doing things that have a mo* 
ral and natural evil in them : fuch things 
are of a moft fhameful nature, and of very 

dangerous 
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dangerous confequence; and therefore we 
ftiould always beware of them, left we be 
anfwerable for other men's deftruftion and 
ruin as well as our own. 

The Second property of charity in my 
text is expreffed thus ; — Seeketb not her 
Qwn. That is to fay ; a charitable perfon 
feeketh not his own private advantage only, 
but the profit of others too; and efpecially 
the good of the whole community, to which 
he ftands related. 

This is included in the very notion of 
charity ; for it is a l^ind, benevolent difpo- 
fition, that makes us lend an helping hand, 
wherever it is wanting. 

The truth is, this is charity to one's felf 
too, as well as to others, if we confider the 
matter rightly. That we may be tied, and 
linked, and bound clofe together by mutual 
love and kindnefs, God hath fo ordered the 
ftate of this world, that all men have a ne- 
ceflary dependance one upon another ; nor 
would there be fuch a fhiftlefs, pitiful, mi- 
ferable creature in the world as man, were 
he to live alone, and by himfelf. 

Every 
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'Evttj one of us ftands in need of thef 
fociety and help of others, as much as wc 
need food or air. He needs the magiftrate^ 
toproted him under God; the ftatefmani 
to confult and advife for him ; the divine, 
to inftruft him ; the tradefman, to fupply 
him with a \?t)rld of neceflaries ; the foldieri 
to fight for him ; the painful hufbandman, 
to find him bread; the. poor fervatnt, to 
work and fweat for him ; nay, the grcateft 
and richeft man dn earth needeth the very 
beggar to do him good : he needs even the 
blind, and the lame ; the hungry, and na- 
ked; the comfortlefs mother, and her fuck- 
ing child : For what ? Why to lay up his 
treafure in heaven for him. For thefe are 
God's receivers. By their hands it is, that 
men lend unto the Lord, that they may re**- 
ceive themfelves ten thoufand fold at the 
hands of Chrift. 

Every one's good is lodged more or lefs 
every where, juft as his neceffities are; 
fome part in one hand, fome in another } 
and the greateft part in the common good^ 
in the joint ftock of the community, in the 
profperity and good of the whole kingdom^ 

li 
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It is a great miftake for a man td thihki 
that all his inta^eft lieth at home, in his 
family^ and in himfelf, and \Vithin the Com-^ 
pafs of his own propriety. There indeed 
lieth his pafticukf and private intereft t but 
what is that worthy if his publick intereft 
be deftroyedt if the welfare of the whol6 
nation be deftroyed and gone ? Evtry man's 
particular happinefs is bound arid whlpt u^ 
in. that, and depends on that; nor is it poA 
fibliB for the' body to fuffer, l>ut each mem^ 
her miifl fuffer iti proportion. 

And hence it follows, that He is ii fool> 
as well as an. ill neighbour, tliat feeketh 
his own private welfare oiily, negle<3:in^ 
and overlooking the common good, wfiieh is 
the main, and which fupports and preferves 
all the reft. 

It is fmful felf love, that looks dt homfe 
only, and is bufy' altogether within its owii 
walls. The office of charity is to loot 
abroad; to fee how the publick fares; to 
cpnCult and mind the publick good ; to lend 
an helping hand in all publick rieccffities; 
and with all poffible care to avoid every 
thing that is diredly injuriouB to the com^ 
.jnbn happinefs, and deftruftive of k. 

Vol. UL Y To 
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To exprefd our charity th^efore in this 
rei^d alfot as every one fliouid feek oot 
his own^ but another^s welfare, fo all of us 
are obliged after an efpecial manner^ to (bddy 
and provide for the peace of the oMq^u-*- 
nity, whereunio vre all belong. Pea«e is 
the greateft happinefs upon enrth ; as it ii 
the ftate of heaven ; the Weffidig that gives 
a relilh to all the reft; that s^ddes all other 
enjoyments fweet and ddtghtftili and far 
that reafon, the holy Scripture is wont to 
exprefs all manner of ha|>^nefs, by ^b 
general name of peace. 

To deftrpy.or difturb thlfe, is to be a pub- 
!ick enemy; and where a fpirit of content 
tion reigneth and fbriveth, the col^eft Auaft 
be very dangerous to the whole body, bfr- 
caufe it is as it were in the bowels. It wtfte 
better living in a defart, and to wait for 
cne^s food, as Elijah did, by the miniftry 
of ravens, than with a generatton of ptc^^ 
that are enemies to peace ; reiliefs, froward; 
troublefome, malicious, ready for any oj^ 
portunity to vex and fcourge one another*. 
In fuch a cafe, ibciety, which fliwdj3.be 
one*s great comfort, is his igrekteft plagiifejj 
for men are thereby the ftrbnger tA hurt 

hSm: 
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him : 111 nature works till it raifeth a con^ 
federacy^ and then mifchiefs run with an 
inundation ; like calamities in a civil war^ 
Where force carries it> and armed enemies 
confider not what tYxtjfhauld^ but what they 
van do. 

To prevent the plagues of this life, as 
Well as the torments of another; the laws 
of the moft holy and charitable Jefus do 
tequire us to be peace-^^makers — to live in 
|)eace-^-«-to follow peace with all men^ — 19 
feek peace, and enfue it — to keep the unity 
of the fpirit, in the bond of peace— if it be 
^poflible, as much as lieth in us^ to live 
peaceably with all men^-and, to follow af- 
ter the things that belong to bur peace. 

And certainly, if it be charity to wiflj 
others, and to do to others all the good we 
tan, it muft be the greateft charity to feek 
that which is the beft thing in the world for 
them* And when our charity is thus large 
And extenfive, it will in fome meafure rer 
femhle the goodndTs of God* whofe mercy 
^ ovet all ixis works* 

The Xhird inftance of charity In my 

4ext, is expreffed thus ; is not eajtly prp^ 

Y a voked: 
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voked: That is, A charitable man is not 
prefently moved out of a calm and com- 
pofed ftate; and where there iball be fuffi- 
cient and juft caufe of refentment, he will 
not fuflFer his paiOGion tofwell beyond a due 
meafure. 

More particularly, All kinds of revenge^ 
are utterly inconfiftent with a true fpirit of 
charity. To which purpofe we are ftridily 
commanded, not to avenge ourfelves; not 
to recompenfe evil for evil ; but to over- 
come evil with good ; to be patient, mer- 
ciful, and kind ; if an enemyr hunger, to 
feed him ; if he thirft, to give him drink. 

Chriftiariity is the higheft improvement 
of virtue ; and the laws of* it are fo ftridt 
and perfed, fo fublime and pure, that all 
tindtures of malice and ill-will are a viola- 
tion of them. The fpirits of chriftians 
fliould be above all fuch bafe alloy ; they 
fhould be refined and raifed to that- high 
and noble pitch, and true greatnefs, as to 
pafs by affronts with meeknefs and charity, 
and (if poffible) with (lightings- arid difdain. 

That holy and juft one,^ whp defcended 
from heaven to cleanfe, ' raifei and perfe<3: 
our nature, took great care' to rid^ us of all 

evil 
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evil affedions of this kind, by the nobleft 
precepts, and by his own (the nobleft and 
moft perfeft) example. 

The infinite excellenqe and dignity o£ his 
divine nature, made all offences againft 
hijn fweU t^ infinite degrees of guilt; and 
confequenrly rendered the adions of them, 
liable to all the degrees * of punifhment, 
which infinite juftice might have inflided. 

And yet, with what evennefs of mind 
did he endure all reproaches, indignities, 
difgrace, ftripes^ buffetings, wounds, nailst 
acfd even the crofstofo? He:boreall, tho* 
from the rudeft, the vilefti the moft mali-^ 
eious hands,; with mildnefe and patience, 
with meekneft ,and felf denial, with hu- 
mility and refignation, with candour and 
the higheft charity, to his laft breath. 
When he W2^s^ reviled, he reviled not again ; 
when l;ie fuffered, he threatened not, but 
comimtted himfelf to him that judgeth 
righjjeoufly. Apd what was this for ? Why 
(i^th the aaqftlieil Qirift fuffered for us, leai- 
ving us an example, that we fhopW follo^w 
his fteps. : . ; ,,.,,.' 

Y 3 Th? 
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The Fourth property of charity in my 
text, is cxpreffed thus i-^tAinke/b no ^/7.— -s 
A charitable man is not fufpicious of evil 
defigns at every turn j is not jealous head- 
ed; is fo far from working evil himfelf^ 
fhat he is not apt to entertain a wicked mif- 
truft, of others working evil ag^inft him. 

A fufpicious temper tnuft needs be con- 
trary to true chriftian charity, becaufe it is 
the original of anger; and confequently, 
the o^-iginal caufe of thofe manifold mifr 
chieft, which follow that wild and outrage- 
pus paffion. Not only families and neigh- 
bourhoods, but whole kingdoms alfo have 
fuffered in s^n high degree, by reafon of 
evil furmifes, and thofe alfo fometimes ve^-y 
ynreafonabte apd groundlefs. 

Therefore to cxprefs our charity in this re-? 
fyt(X too, we fliould always judge of me^ 
with ^11 polfible caridour j put as favourable 
ponftru£lionB as we can upo^i their adtiops ; 
and conceive fuch a kind opinion of them^ 
tho* the adion be fomewhat hard, as we are 
wont to have of the mifcarriages of a fr^end^ 
which we are willing to call fo many flijpsj^ 
errqf?, ^nd ^ndifcretions only. 
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Every thing hath two handles ; and ill- 
natured people are eyermore apt to lay hold 
of the wrong one. When a fi^lf is donpt 
they are ready ftrait to think» the injury or 
affront waa iotendedy and that malicioufly^ 
Whereas a man of thougfaty and temper» 
and of a chriftian fpirit^ would take the 
thing by the other handle; and caiU it hu*- 
man weaknefs, or inadvertencyy or by fome 
other fuch, foft name, which charity might 
eafily find out, to cover the nakednefs of a 
poor man, like unto one's felf» 

Sometimes indeed, malice cannot be hid, 
under all its pretences and difguifes; Some* 
times, the invfard wickednefs is plain and 
palpaUe. And yet even in fuch a cafe there 
muft be charity, tho' mixed with caution ; 
the wifdom rf the fcrpent, with the inno* 
icence of the dove, ; 

But till the blacknefs of the heart appears 
clearly, we muft not judge of men with 
iuch fcverity, as if we had God's know- 
ledge, and were ablp to diicover the malig-* 
4»ity pf the very intention, FavcMirable and 
candid interpretations, from unfufpicious 
^eftrtB, are always the (afeft and beft. And 
ite true way*to bring us all to that temper, 
Y4 is, 
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is, to be^fincere and fimple minded our own 
felves, as we wouid have all others be j free 
from arts, guile, or fordid purpofes. 
^ For* certainly, none are fo fufpicious of 
other men, fts they who are-^confcious to 
themfelves of their own guiit; they that 
pradifc the artfi of diffimulation, and dif^- 
honeAy ; they that leave the plain and eafy 
methods of fmcerity, to deal in the intricate 
myfterids of fubtilty and of aft, without re- 
gard to a good confcience. r 

In a word, The dnds of human focicty 
are loft, where truth and fimplenefs of mind 
fail; a;nd that confidence wjbich fupports 
converfation and commerce is gone, where 
hearts and tongues are of diiferent pieces ; 
where civilities are traps ;. where prbmifes 
are only to drawinen in; where a fmiieis 
an artificial glofs upon a treacherous mind j 
where contracts are methods of oppreffion ; 
where fair pretences are flattering ways of 
robbing in the dark j and whei'e fhews of 
friehdfhip are to do the work of an enemy, 
'but with greater fafety, and with mor^ per- 
tain fuccefs. 

' Where there is fuch falfenefs, fuch hypo- 
prify, and deceit, people mtift fiefeds be as 

fl>7 
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ihy an4r£eaifiil of each ether, as if they 
were in danger of wolves and bears. 

And for the; curing of all fufpicions, 
nothing is fo neceflary, as that fimplicity of 
heart raqa ti9W ipeaking of ; fincere min- 
ings ;'opennefs in traffick; piainttefs infpeech; 
innocence in foeiety j faithfulnefs in pro- 
mifes; truth in friendfliip; honefty and 
peaceablenefs in defigns; fweetnefs in be- 
haviour ; good nature in our mutual ofiices<f 
and allothcf poffible exprdfifens <)f -a pure, 
harmleft; arfd nwUfguifed j^l^ooi :•;— Anri- 
this \i the gte^t workof cjbriftiaa chayity,; 
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SERMON XX: 

Several properties of Charity. 

r 

I coji. XIII. 7. 
BttrHbulltkingn kdievetb all things ikopeth 

IT is the great and comprehenfire duty 
of charity^ in commen*rti«>n whenof 
thefe words are delivered by the apoftle. 
Amongft many other excellent properties 
thereofy thefe are four ; that it bearetb aU 
things I beKevetb all things I ho^tb all things*^ 
cn(iurftb all things^ 

h^T>^ firft; Charity bearetb all things. 
The proper fenfe of the word is, that it 
coveretb or fonceakth all things (which are 
done amifs,)— ^To lay things to one's charget 
which he is not guilty of, is very unjuj ; 
to blame him upon mere fqfpicion, is very 
rajh ; and to divulge every fault, tho^ we 
certwnly know it, is very uncharitable. 

Where 
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Where the en4 of making another^s 
faults known» is neither nepefiary nor goodt 
nor joft nor charitable, but rather mean an4 
hurtful ; we fliould be as tendek* of a neighs 
hour's fame, as of our own; and no more 
ipeak of his crimes, than we would difcover 
his fecrets^ which in confcience and honour 
we are bound to keep in the ds^rk^ 

One great reafon for which charity re-t 
quires us to be very careful in this matter, 
|s this : Becaufe the divulging of another's 
pfFences is fo far from doing hit^ any good, 
|hat it is a probable way to harden him ia 
^ courfe of wickednefs. . » 

Shame is fometimes the flrongeft bridlei 
^o refeain people frcwn things that 4re ctf 
had r^ort^ If we take oflF that check, 
^here is no flaying them ; but they turn to 
their courfe, as tl^e hor& rufixeth into the 
hattle. 

Nor is there a more ready means to makof 
them ihamelefs, than to expofe thofe mif- 
parriages to open view, which they canno| 
but like the lefs, becaufe they are afraid of 
^ difcovery. 

Private admonitions, if l^iudly and dit* 
ffeptl^ t?n4red to the perfon§ themfelves, 

pften 
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o5ftei prov? aifiicoefsful method of: reclaim- 
ing ^hofc ,who .arer riot as! yet thoroughly 
hardened:; rhecaaife ;th6fe admonitions are 
an argument of frieodChip, which makes 
the: fofteft' and: deepeft impr^flioft. . For 
which reafon, faitk our Saviour, If tbyhro^ 
thertreJpi^Mgamftjbee^ go and teil, him his 
fault betweek thet nnd him afone. This is 
thie moft'libely. way to -gain, or tp reform 
him. Whereas to proclaim, <Jr .whifper put 
Ki^ faults, efpedalLy to perfons unconcern- 
ed, andithat ttp<>'twith pleaftire,, and as a 
fort of entertdinintnt^ is .* the, ready means 
of rendering his heart obdurate, Jajid of 
«s>alc:idg' all coiinfels<to recoil; arid: hsye no 
effe^; becauie in?this,cafe, it is notcAarity 
that fpeiks, hut ilf nature and a deiigning 

■' -And moreover, Befides the mifchief (fone 
to the finner himfelf, by uncharitable d^tec* 
tiori^ no little hurt alfo is done'to thofe to 
whom the fin is told. By'heacing^of ill 
Ihirigs', ^j^eople JMrn infenfibly to do them ; 
bcc^iiife there j« -a xiontagion in all wicked- 
nefs; whereby the minds of thofe, to whom 
n'k difbovered/ aftteJnfeded by degrees, if 
tl^fe' be-^ Hot a Wfy ftrong ' prefiKrVat;ivc to 
' * keep 
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keep out the peftilence, which is rarely pro-*' 
vided in thofe cafes. 

For it is not ufual with us to lend an ear, 
but to things we are very willing to hear of ? 
and by this means, an evil « report doth na-^ 
turally caft iHe -ftronger influence, and doth 
naturally make the deeper impreffion, the 
mind being dijpofed for k beforehand. ■ - 

Upon which account, it is neceflary for 
every good man, \^ith all pofllble care to 
preferve his ear from infeftion, left it pafs 
thro' that to the heart. For a ftory told of 
another maiiy times becomes an example : 
So that by being made acquainted with the 
faults of others, people infenfibly are apt to 
become worfe themfelves. ^ 
' Therefore to exprefs our charity in this 
cafe, let us carefully obferve that advice of 
the fon of Sirachs Rehearfe not unto another 
what it told imto tbee^ and thou Jhalt far^ 
never the worfe ^ Whether it be to friend of 
foe^ talk not of other mens li'ves ; and althd^ 
thou canfi without offence^ yet- reveal them 
not. ' ' ..''.:.. 

' For charity fake, every ftory is not to be 
told ; for tho* k be true, it may be hurtful ; 
tho' it be not hurtful in the fkft report, it 

may 
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may be fo in the confequcnce t Becaufe famcf 
is like the cloud which the prophet's fervant 
law> in the tSth chapter of the firft book 
0f Kings J the further it fpreads, th6 grea-* 
ter it grow8> till there be no more dompa-* 
xifbn between its oi'lginat, arid its increafe^ 
Aan there is between the breadth of a man^s 
hand) and the dimenfions of the firma-^ 
ment : And who can tell, how mifchievous 
and terrible the end will be I 

For the preventing whereof^ We fkould 
with all poffible art and fpeed, flop thd 
mouths of thofe who are apt to report fuch 
things. In fpite of good nelghbourhoodi 
and of religion, fome will make it their bu-* 
finefs to lay open the lives of others^ to flain 
their good name, and to fpoil the favour of" 
that, which is better than precious ointments 

And what injuries come by this evil prac* 
tice, not only to particular perfons, but to 
whole focieties, is moft cvideiit. The leafl^ 
is that which Solomw mentions (tho' that id 
too great, and ibmetimes irreparable j) ^ 
nvbifperer (fays he) feparateth chief friends^ 

A good remedy in this cafe is, to torn 
the ear afide, and not fuffer it to receive any 
hurtful informations^ 

3 tf 



Digitized by 



Google 



Serm. XX. ^ Charity. I35 

If inotfaer's fin cfanf^e to fall tinder our 
eye, we ought to exprefs our cfaarityt by 
laying a mantle over it with a quick hand ; 
that it Hkay not indangw die tt% Xff being 
expofed to piiblick view* 

Vi the (in be fo manifest that k cittinot; 
<ir fo ftnil, that it mutt not be hid ;— we 
tttight to exprefs our charity by fpcakiiig of 
it (and that With prudence and kindnefe ^c^ 
to the Ciimiiial himfelf^ who is the party 
concerned to repent) and to mend hb life 
for the future. 

But^ft^alU inftaid<^ difcovering other 
mens faults, it is neceflary for every onet^ 
look vk\fy \^ own. And if people would 
Irtit turn their eyes homeward, they would 
find fe aauch employment for them there, 
thrft they Ttould have neither need, not 
\6^mt CO look abroad. There is in every 
l>reaft fo ttiuch c^ nature, whatever there 
be of gtace, that our contimial care is ne- 
ceffary to keep us right in this matter. Nor 
is this poffiMe to be done, but by fearching 
fiarroMy into one*!s o*rn Ibtte. Whidiif 
»tt inq^ifittlrfe people wotfid do, they cotdd 
tiot Wt difcover prefet^y this one gre^t 
^ult of their own ; that by prying curioufly 

after 
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«ftcc others^ ifeey hav^all aloiig overlooked 
tbemfdves. 

^ TpE Secomi iptoperty in my; text, of the 
great duty of charityj is this ; That it ie- 
lievetb 2X1 things; that is, all things ^that 
4re^oo4 ; and all things that are reaibnable 
for a good man to believe. Cre4ulity, or an 
^afinefe of belief, at large, is no virtue ; 
-or, if . it be, it is ijo fafe one ; becaufe it is 
fo eafy a matter to be deceived; efpecially 
in men^ v^ho are fo liable to djBceit ; aad be- 
canfe it is fometimes;/uch a woful and cala- 
mitous thing to be deceived indeed. 

There are m^ny; Angers, which rel'^ion 
doth not require us to ^run into,- by truftirig 
without referve; and the qucftion may be 
undeterminable, which of the two is moll 
to be blamed ; hp wl|o believes ^veiy thing, 
or he ihat believes nothing that is told him. 
On each hand, it is pot; chari^, but folly. 

The apoftle's meaping therefore is. That 
in cafes which are not plain ajid clear, be- 
yond juft reafon of doubtfulnefs, tfOe chrif- 
.tian charity inclines .one to believe fevoura- 
bly, and.to err rather on the right h^nd. 
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by entertaining a kind opinion, even when 
it is not apparently deferved. 

St. Paul^ who fo well underftood the ope- 
rations of virtue, was fenfible what good 
effedls this is apt to produce ; and how na- 
turally it tendeth to make the minds and 
lives of people eafy ; and, on the contrary, 
how hurtful it is, to the peace and comfort 
t)f particular men, and of whole focieties^ 
to take up hard conceits, without fufficient 
and plain grounds ; to run away with them, 
and to zQl upon them. Hatreds and mif- 
chief follow in the end : Witnefs thofe out- 
rages which he himfelf committed, upon 
his own groundlefs apprehenfions. He be- 
lieved once, that Chrift was a deceiver; and 
that his difciples were a very dangerous and 
heretical fe£t. Upon which falfeand ground-* 
iefs principle, he verily thought with him- 
felf, that he ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name of Jefus of Nazareth* 
And how fatal and mifchievous was that one 
thought, to the church of Chrift ? What a 
world of vexation and mifery did it not put 
them to ? And yet all the while, the people 
he perfecuted were innocent ; and thd' per- 
fecution was bottomed upon nothing, but 

Vol. m. Z his 
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his own unreafonable and wild prcfump- 
tions. 

Thus it is, when men believe without 
judgment and candour, believe evil things 
upon evil furmifes, and fide with wrong 
notions, as their firft imaginations and paf- 
lions fway them. Havock, and outrage, 
are the ufual confequents. Pieace, and a 
good confcience, and charity, and whatfo- 
ever elfe is defirable, all goes to wrack in the 
ftorm. 

Now for the increafing in us a fpirit 
of charity, and for the due exprefling it as 
to this point, this general rule muft be care- 
fully obferved, To take things always in the 
beji fenfe ; and never to give way to hard 
thoughts, where there is room for kind or 
favourable conftrudions. 

Many times indeed, mens guilt appear- 
eth fo foul and open, that the evidence is 
too ftrong, for thofe that are willing to doubt 
in that particular. In which cafe, charity 
no more requires us to believe contrary to 
our experience, than it binds us to difcre- 
dit the teftimony of all our fenfes. As 
where people aft malicioufly every day ; in 
fpite of all the charity in the world, we 

cannot 
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cannot but look upon them as very III men. 
— ^But where the matter is doubtful and un- 
certain, charity fliould always fet it in the 
faireft light. 

We fee at beft but thro* diglafs (as it were) • 
a dark and dim profped ; and our fight is 
much the dimmer, when we would look 
into mens breafts, where we have no glafs at 
all to look through. Therefore where we 
are left to guefs, our opinion fhould be on 
the charitable fide, becaufe our eye cannot 
have a direct ftroke upon the principle of 
another's a£tion. Perhaps it was inadver- 
tency; perhaps it proceeded from ignorance; 
perhaps from common human frailties. 
Many excufes charity will help us to find 
out, before we need to charge it upon the 
heart. 

And this general rule, of putting the beft 
ienfe upon mens adions, will incline us,-— 
not to be eafy in believing xhcjirji reprefen- 
tations. By our daily experience we may 
find, that the firft account of things is com- 
monly the falfeft, becaufe it is ufually at- 
tended with partiality, to poflefs the minds 
of people, with a prejudice beforehand* 

Some have a fort of itch, both in their 
Z 2 minds 
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minds and tongues, to fp^ak evil of thofe 
they care not for. Upon which ajccount, 
when an ill thing is offered to our belief, 
before credit be given to a foul ftory, we 
fhould confider, whether the fuggeftion 
may not proceed from an evil heart. Many 
are apt to take up hard opinions upon truft ; 
which is not only uncharitable, but unrtghte^ 
Qus too : Becaufe the party is thereby rifled 
qf his reputation at all adventures. If the 
ftory be falfe, the inji^iee is manifeft; if 
it be but probable, there is probability againft 
it too } if it be altogether uncertain, it is 
not judgment, but partiality, that governs 
the belief of it : And after all, if Hccufatiam 
be enough, every man muft be at mercy 
for his innocence, tho' his own.confcience 
acquit him. 

It 16 neceflary therefore in all ill reports, 
to fufpend one's perfuafion till the truth ap- 
pears ; and rather to be for the charitable 
fenfe, becaufe to be fure no wrong is done 
in that cafe : vvhereas, judgment is iniquity, 
when it pafleth upon furmife j and he that 
fuffers by the fentence, fufFers not for his 
own, but for another's fault, that isy for 
another's toa quick and rafh judgment. 

Iq 
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In fhort, that charity may ms^ke us be- 
lieve all the good we hear, and hardly any 
thing but what is good ; let it teach our 
hearts to be in love with peace. Reports^ 
whether they be true or filfe, are difquiet-- 
mg ; and whatever the firft defign of them 
be, the end is quarrel ; a mifchief that is at* 
tended with ftich a train of ill confequences^ 
that we Cannot be too careful, in ufingouf 
uimoft endeavoursi, to choak the original 
caufe. Study to he quiet (faith St. Paul), and 
to do your own bufinefsz If- mens hearts and 
hands were thus lioneftly ^nd wiffely em- 
ployed ; it would be a ooncife, but a vety 
efFedual way, of fetting their ears and 
tongues much more at reft* 

Thus, Chkrity ielieveth all things. 

The next property of k in my text is, 
that it bopeth all things^. As by the former 
defcriptiofi, St. Paul fliews, how we are 
to think as to things ^r^W, or paji) ib by 
this he directs us* what thoughts we are to 
entertain as to the future. Howevier men 
bereprefented, or may appear, wemuftnot 
defpah- of them, or give them utterly for 
gon?, as reprobates and ciftawgiys, undone 
Z 3 and 
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and loft to all eternity. And the reafons of 
this are taken from the office of charity ; 
which is tQ do alj the good we can in every 
fefpedt* 

To account a man paft all recovery, is 
f he ready way to fuperfede the ufe of thofe 
means, which in ordinary cafes are though^ 
fit and proper to bring people to repentance. 
Charity is a moft active and zealoys grace, 
efpecially when it is concerned about mens 
fouls. No good methods are wanting there, 
as long as there are hopes. 

True qharity is apt to ufe reproving^, 
reafonings, cqunfels, warnings, prayers; 
every thing that the miferable creature needs; 
and fometimes the greateft pains are little 
enough, and too little. But all is thought 
fuperfluous, and to no purpofe, in a cafe 
that is judged defperate. All endeavours, 
as well as hopes, are given over ; becaufe 
none? will undertake a tafk, which he verily 
believes impoffible. It would be all one, as 
if he fhould preach or pray over a rock, 
with a vain defign to remove it out of its 
place. 

It is a great difcouragement even .to a 
charitftble man, to haye to do with thof^, 

whofq 
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whofe fpirits and courfes are wicked, tho* 
they make great profeffions of religion. 
And their cafe is the more deplorable, if 
they truft inthemfelves that they are righte- 
ous, while their hearts and fouls are out of ^ 
frame. Yet an hypocrite may be reclaimed* 
tho' with much . difficulty. The fhame of 
the world, or the gnawings of confcience, 
or the melancholy circumftances of a fick 
bed, or the frightful profpedt of hell, or 
fbme outward extraordinary judgment, may 
in time bring him to a feilfe of bis fad con- 
dition. 

Now, as long as there are fome, tho* 
but faint and glimmering hopes, there are 
fome encouragements, fuch ais they be. But 
for labour, which men think will be certain- 
ly and utterly loft, they can find no reafon. 
And this is one great mifchief, which comes 
by uncharitablenefs of this kind, that it 
damps the minds and endeavours of men, 
and violently hinders the carrying on of 
the caufe of the fon of God. 

To exprefg then our charity aright as to 
this particular, we ihould never quite de- 
fpair of any men, nor give over all endea- 
vours for them, as if their condition were 
gjfogether defper^te ; but nfe fuch means, 
Z 4 as 
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as are ncceflary and propeft to bring the 
moft miferable wretches, to a fenfe of their 
true fUte» 

For who knoweth, but one time or other, 
God may give a bleflSng to our labours ? 
Who knoweth, but peradvetlture he will 
give unto fuch fouls repentance, that they 
may recover themfelves out of the fnare of 
the devil ? 

Thefe are true expreffions of charity in- 
deed, to be always on the working hand ; 
to be ftill upon applying means, upon ufing 
endeavours, to let our hearty wifhes and 
prayers accompany our endeavours, and (q: 
to leave the fuccefs of all to God, and all 
mankind to God's merciful judgnieht j 
hoping and thinking the beft we can of 
them, to the very laft. 

The /^charader, which St. PaUlgives^ 
in his defcription of charity, is this ; Thai it 
endureth all things : That is, it teacheth and 
helps us to be patient under all our fuffer^ 
ings. Howfoever we fkll into a fuf^ 
fering condition ; whether by the particu^ 
lar providence of God, for our trial a:n4 
goiTe£fcion j or bjr the *ra^ and power of 

jnen j 
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men ; or by fome infirrtityi or diftefaiper 
in our nature; or.byfome outward acci- 
dent; whdnfoever^ and -howfoever, any 
things happfen to u$^ which are grievous 
and afHi<aive, we fhould endure them j fo 
ae becomes men trained up under a fuffer- 
ing Saviour, with tempier, and fortitude^' 
and patient, continuance in well doingi 

Now any one that duly confidftrs, the 
various injuries which are done, by men of 
unquiet and ftormy tempers, may eafily 
difcem^ how perfedive d£ charity this vir- 
tue is^ - ' 

Impatient people aire not fo much as 
friends tt) tbemfeives. Tho' one wouK 
think they were feQwecrf' thdr (?*a?;2 affec- 
tions, and their unquietnefs fecms to argue, 
that they have very little affedion for any 
one elfe ; yet in teality, they are their own 
moft hurtfbl enemies. Every crofs acci- 
dent puts them lipon a fret; and the more 
aaive and bufy their thoughts ^re, the 
greater flill is the fermentation. Eithfer 
pride, or envy, or covetouftiefs, or intem- 
perance, nay many times bare imagination, 
helps to ralfe the diftemperof the mind to 
9 y*ry high degree. And what comfort 
J ' can 
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ean there be, in fuch a one's life, where 
there is fo much uproar ? 

But if fueh perfons were only injurious 
to themfelvcs, the matter woulij not be fo 
bad* T^bat wrong they are bound to bear^ 
if they will bear any thing. But the mif- 
chief Q& this vice is, that it loves to be 
vexatious and hurtful to all about it. It is 
re?uly at hand, to avenge the quarrel of 
every other vice^ and to be an executioner 
In its caufe. Hence come malicious de-» 
iigns, uncharitable conftrudions, opprobri- 
ous fpeeches, revengeful arts, iludied op-» 
preflSons, and moft of thofe wicked and 
^leaiv thing3, which are a difgrace to human 
nature, 4s well as to religion, and a nufance 
tp all focieties. 

The patient man doth not lay and throw 
^boi^t him, after a fpiteful manner, or to 
bafe ends, or with vile and evil purpofcs; 
l)ecaufe there is a principle of true genero- 
fity, and a fpirit of fortitude and conftancy 
iipon which he adeth. This makes his 
jnind great, and ft ts him much above thdfe 
odious and low methods, which are plain 
arguments of a mind that is fordid ancl 
degenerate. It is infinitely greater^t to bear; 
I % wrong, 
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a wrong, than to do it. The pooreft and 
moft contemptible creature can- annoy ; but 
it is the man only, and the qhrijiiany that 
pafleth it by, difdaining thereby to be 
gloved out of hhnfelf, 

In patience poffefs ye your fouls^ faith our 
Saviour. It is a certain way, to be eafy in 
our felves, and' to all about us : And this 
is one great branch of chriftian charity. 

I SHALL conclude all, in thofe words of 
St. Paul : Let all bitternefsy and wrath^ 
and anger y and clamour y and evil /peaking 
be put awayfrm you^ with all malice. Be 
ye kind to one another^ and tender hearted. 
Put on^ as the ekSl. of God, holy and beloved^ 
bo^ivels of mercy, goodnefsy humbknefs ofmind^ 
tneeknefij longfuffering ; forbearing one an^ 
pther, and forgiving one another ^ if any 
man have a quarrel againji any ; even as 
Chriji forgave you, fo alfo do ye J And 
above all thefe things^ put on charity y which 
is the bondof perfeSinefs. And let the peace 
(f God rule in your hearts^ to the which alfo 
^e are called in one body. 
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S E R M ON XXL 

Preparation for Ekath. 

[From Bifhop Taylor's, Life of Chrift, and his- Rules 
and j^xercifes of holy Dying.] 

MATT, XX v; 13. 

Watch therefore^ for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour^ wherein the f on of man 

Cometh.. 

nr^ HE holy fpifil of G^ hath ift Scrip** 
ture f^vealed to* ua but ona way bf 
preparing for dcath> and that rt, by an holy 
life* This doftrlne we «re. taught in the 
parable x£ th6 ten. virgim^ Thofe who 
were wife, ftood waiting fw the coming of 
the bridegroom^ their lamj^ burning ; only 
When the Lord was at hAtld, at the notice 
6f his coming publiflied, they trimmed 
their laAifVfe^ and went forth to meet him, 
and eftieredi^ with him into his interior and 
eternal joys. They V^fe^fe lamps did not 
Hand ready, expefting the uncertain hour, 
were fhut forth, and bound in darknefs. 

Watch 
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JVatch therefore (fo our Lord applies and 
expounds the parable), fir ye know neither 
the day nQr the hour^ wberevi the fin of nmn 
Cometh. 

And indeed, lince all our life we are 
dying, or as the apoftle exprefleth it moe die 
daily ; it is but reafonable that we fliouid 
always be doing the offices of preparation. 
If to day we were not dying, and paffing 
on to our grave; then we might with more 
fafcty defer Our work till the morrow: But 
as fewcl in a furnace, in every degree of 
its heat and reception of the flame^ is con* 
verting into fire and aflies, and the difpofal 
of it to its laft extinction is the fame work 
with its final diflbltition ; fo is the age of 
every day a beginning of death; and the 
night compofing us to fleep bids us go to 
our leficr reft ; and whereas we have now 
died fo many days, the laft day of our life 
is but the dying fo many more ; and when 
that laft day of dying willcome^ we know 
not. There is nothing then added, but the 
circumftance of ficknefs ; which alfo hap^ 
pens many times before. Only men arc 
pleafed to call that d^th, which is fb^ 
end of dyingy whetx we ceafe to die any 

more. 
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more. And therefore to put oflF our prepa-^ 
ration till that which we call death, is to 
put'OflF the work of all our life, till the 
time comes in which it is to ceafe and de-^ 
termine. 

But to quicken our endeavours, let it be 
confidered, that no man is fiire that he 
ihall not ^\t fuddenly. And therefore if 
lieaven be worth fecuring, it is fit that we 
ihould reckon every day to be our laft; 
becaufe it maybe fo, for any thing we know* 
And let us confider, that thofe many per- 
fons who are remarked in hiftory to have 
died fuddenly, either were happy by an 
early piety, or miferable by a fudden deaths 
And if uncertainty of condition be an 
abatement of felicity, and fpoils the good 
we poflefs ; no man can be happy but he 
that hath lived well, that is, who hath 
fecured his condition by an habitual and 
living piety. 

For fince God hath not told us we fhall 
^ not die fuddenly, he intended thereby, that 
we fhould prepare iot fudden death, as well 
as againft death cloathed in any other cir- 
cumftances. The ftone of a fruit, an hair, 
a fly, any thing in the world, is able to 

kiU 
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kill a man. As foon as a man is born» that 
which in nature only remains to him is to 
die. And if we differ in the way or time 
of our abode, or the manner of our depar- 
ture, yet we are equal at laft. And iince 
it is not determined by a natural caufe, which 
way we fhall go, or at what age ; a wife 
man will fuppofe himfelf always upon his 
death-bed; and fuch fuppofition is like, 
making of his will, he is not the nearer 
death for doing It, but he is the readier for 
it when it comes. 

His condition is wretched, who will live 
in that ftate of life, in which he would not 
chufe to die. And indeed it is a great ven-- 
ture to be in an evil ftate of life, becaufe 
• every minute of it hath a danger; and 
therefore a fucceflion of actions, in every 
one of which he may as well perifli as es- 
cape, is a boldnefs that hath no mixture of 
wifdom or probable hazard. How many 
perfons have died in the midft of an a£b of 
fport, or of an excefs of joy ? And the 
number of perfons who have been found 
fuddenly dead in their beds is fo great, that 
as it is a motive to us of a more certain and 
regular devotion, fo it would be well if it 

were 
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were purfued to the utmoft intention of God ; 
that is, that all the parts of religion (hmild 
with zeal and afiiduity be entertained and 
£niihed by us, that fo, as it becomes wife 
men, we never be fUrprized with that which 
we are fure will fome time or other happen. 
It concerns us to be curious of every par- 
ticular aftion ; becaufe even in thofe (horter 
periods, we may expire and find our graves. 
And he only is wife, who having made 
death familiar to him by expeftation and 
daily apprehenfion, doth at all inftants go 
forth to meet it. The wife virgins went 
forth to meet the bridegroom, for they 
were ready. Excellent therefore is the 
counfel of the fbn of Sirach : HumUe thy 
Jelf before thou be Jick^ and in the time of 
fns Jhew repentance. Before judgment exa- 
mine thy felf and in the day of vifitation 
thou jhalt find mercy. Let nothing hinder 
thee to pay thy vows in due time^ and defer 
not until death to bejujiifed. 

But altho* our whole life ought to be a 
eonftant preparation for death; yet there 
are certain feafons wherein thefe confidera- 
tions ou^t to have a more particular weight 
v^ith us, when our diflblution is more 

nearly 
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nearly in profpe(3:, as in the time of fick* 
nefs, or old age. 

They who are oU^ ought ferioufly to con-*- 
fider, that their advantages in that ftate of 
life are very few, but their inconveniences 
are not few* Their bodies are then without 
ftrength, their prejudices long and mighty, 
their vices (if they have Jived wickedly) 
are habitual, the occafions of the virtues 
not many, the poffibilities of fome (in the 
matter of which they ftand v^ry guilty) are 
paft, and fhall never return again, the 
temptations to them at that time of life be- 
ing gone; that they have fome tempta-* 
tions proper to their age, as peevifhhefs 
and complaining, covetoufnefs and pride> 
wilfulnefs and unwillingnefs to learn ; and 
they think they are protedled by age from 
beginning to learn anew, or to repent of 
the old ; and they do not leave their vices, 
but only change them. And after all this, 
their days are declining apace, as the fliadow 
that goeth down. And therefore, altho' 
in them, to recover is very poffible; yet we 
may alfo remember, that in the matter of 
virtue and repentance, poffibility is a great 
way off from performance; and how. few 
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do repent) of whom it is only pt^Ue that 
they may ? And that many things more are 
required to reduce their poffibility to a£t ; a 
great gracc^ mighty afllftanceSt great in* 
duftry, a watchful diligence, a well diipo- 
fed mind, vehement defires, deep appre- 
henfions of danger, quick perceptions of 
duty, and time, and God's good blefling 
and efFe£tual imprefiion and ieconding alt 
this, that to will and to do may by him be 
wrought to great purpofes, and with great 
fpeed. 

And therefore it will not be amifs, but on 
the contrary it is highly neceflkry, that thefe 
perfons, who have loft their time and their 
blefied opportunities, fhould have the dili* 
gence of ybuth, and the zeal of new converts, 
and take account of every hour thflit is left 
them, and pray perpetually, and be advifed 
prudently, and ftudy the intdreft of thdr 
fouls carefully, with diligence, and with 
fear ; that their old age, which in effe& is 
hotlung but a continual death-*bed, drefled 
withfome more order and advantages, may 
be a flate of hope, and labour, and accqp» 
tance, thro* the infinite mercies of owr 
blefTed Redeemer. 

In 
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In like minrter^ ypAssxi God vouchfafes 
ID tis the Warftiog aild o|pportunitieB oi jick^ 
neft ; there afc certain cscercifes of religioh 
which have a fj)eci^l relation to diis ftate, 
and are therefore of great concernment to 
be done, that We may make Our condition 
£18 fure a8 we can, and our portion of glory 
greater^ and our pardon more compleat, 
and our Ioy6 to God more intenfe ; and that 
oaf former omiffions and breaches may be 
repaired^ in fome proportion to thofe great 
hopes which we are then going to poffefs. 

Particularly, it behoves the fick perfon, 
in the beginning of his fkknefs, and in 
every change and great accident of it, to 
make aflts of r^gnation td God> and in- 
tifely fiibmit himfelf to the divine will ; 
femembfing, thht ficktiefe may, to a man 
properly difpofeid, do the work of God, 
and promote the intereft of his foul ; as 
being in it*s own natuf e apt to make us con- 
fefs our own impotency and dependencies, 
and to underftand our needs of mercy, and 
the continual influences and fupports of 
heaven; to withdraw oUr appetites from 
things belowj to cOtfeft the vanities and 
infolencifes of our fpirits, to remind us of 
A a 2 our 
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our ftate of pilgrimage, and that heaven is 
our country. For fo, ficknefs is the trial 
of our patience, a fire to purify us, an in- 
ftruder to teach us, a bridle to reftrain us, 
and a ftate inferring great neceffities of union 
with, and adhering unto God. 

x\nd this will furnifti us with grounds of 
patience. We are to confider in fuch cafe, 
that no temptation hath befallen us, but 
fuch as is common to man ; that God is 
faithful, who will not fufFer us to be 
tempted above what wd are able; but will 
with the temptation make a way to efcape, 
that we may be able to bear it : That what- 
foever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we thro* pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope. We fliould ftand ftill, and 
arreft our fpirits, and confider, that this is 
no more than what we looked for, and were 
always certain Ihould happen, unlefs God 
in his difpleafure fhould take us away with- 
out any warning ; and in no cafe fhould we 
fufFer our fpirits to be difcompofed with fear 
or wildnefs of thought, but fhould flay 
their loofenefs and difperfion, by ferious 
confideration of what is prefent and what is 

to 
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to come. We ftiould call in all the auxili- 
aries of reafon, and know that then is the 
time to try our ftrength, and the firmnefs 
of our principles ; and fince we muft fub- 
mit to the trial inevitably, we fliould refolve 
to do it chearfuUy ; confidering withal, that 
if we behave our felves weakly and timo- 
roiifly, we fhall fufFer never the lefs of fick- 
nefs, and fhall bewray a daftardly and un- 
manly fpirit. 

And this is the time for the full exercift 
of our faith. It is then that faith appears 
moft necefiary, and moft difficult. Faith 
4s the foundation of all our hopes ; it is 
that without which we cannot live well, and 
without which we cannot die well ; it is a 
grace that then we fhall need, to fupport 
our fpirits, to fuflain our hopes, to alleviate 
pur ficknefs, to refifl temptations, and to 
prevent defpair. Upon the belief of the 
articles of our religion, we can do the 
works of an holy life ; and upon the belief 
of the promifes of God, we can bear our 
ficknefs patiently, apd die chearfuUy. The 
fick man's faith therefore fhould be exer- 
cifed about the promifes of grace, and the 
excellent things of the go^el ; thofe which 
A a 3 can 
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can cQinfort ht3 ibrrowa* and enabk hi* 
paticnf:e ; thofc upea the hopes Qf whioh 
he cjid the duties of hia Ilfe^ and for whi^h 
he is not u»williiig to die j fuch as the inn 
terceffion and mediation of Chrift, remifCion 
of An$9 the refurre^op> the myllerioiis 
arts and mercies of man^s redemption^ 
CSirift^s triumph OTer death and all the 
powers of bell, the covenant of grace^ or 
the bleffed iflues of repentance ; aad abcn/« 
all, the article of eternal life and happinefs 
in the other world* 

And when the fick perfon iy thuadifpo^tdf 
let him begin todrefs his lamp with the rer 
petition of a£ls of reptntance ; perpetually 
praying to God fw pardon of bis fins, re- 
prefenting to himfelf the horror of then>t 
the multitude^ the aggravations; being 
helped by arguments to excite contrition^ 
and by repetition of holy prayers and refo* 
lutions. And he n>ay, by accepting and 
humbly receiving his ficknefs at God^s 
hand, tranfinlt it into the condition of an 
adl or eflfedk of rqpentance j acknowledge 
ing himfelf by fin to have deferved and 
procured it, and praying that the punifli* 
ment of his cranes may be here, and not 

referved 
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referved fur tbc fkte of fep^ration, and for 
eyer, 

And let him inquire particularly into the 
j^pfatance of his former lifej whether it 
w^s of a great and perfe^ grief, and pro- 
duftive of fijced rqfolutions of hgly living, 
and effeftual in reducing them to prafUc^ ; 
htQw many days and nights we have ipent 
\vl forrow and care, in habitual and aftual 
purfuances of virtue ; what mesina we have 
<:hQfen ;ind ufed fpr the rooting out of fin ; 
how we have judged Qur felves, to prevent 
our being judged of the Lord j whether we 
have, by the grace of repentance, changed 
our life, from criminal to virtuous, and 
from one yirtuous habit to another. 

And we fhould fupply the imperfedions 
of our repentance^ by a general or uqiveri- 
fal forrow for the fins of our whole lives ; 
for »11 fins known and unknown, repented 
and unrepented of, of ignorance or infir- 
mity ,^ of opennefs or fecrccy. 

And we fliould be watchful and diligent^ 
that the principle of our repentance be a 
forrow for our finsy commenced not upon 
the grounds of a flavifh and abje<ft fear, 
but of the kwreof God, gracious and merr- 
Aa4 ciful 
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ciful and of great goodnefs. To which 
purpofe we fhould confider, that there are 
in God all the motives and caufes of amia- 
bility in the world : That God is fo infi- 
nitely good, that there are fome of the 
greateft and moft excellent fpirits of heaven, 
whofe work and whofe felicity, and whofe 
perfe<5lions, and whofe nature it is, to ftiine 
forth in the brighteft and moft excellent 
love : That to love God is the greateft glory 
of heaven: That in him there are fuch 
excellencies, that the fmalleft rays of them, 
communicated to our weaker underftand- 
ings, are fufficient to caufe tranfports and 
fatisfadions, and joys unfpcakable and full 
of glory : That all the wife chriftians of 
the world know and feel fuch caufes to love 
God, that they all profefs themfelves ready 
to die for the love of God : And the apoftles, 
and numberlefs martyrs, did die for him : 
That all thofe good perfons that have ever 
been followers of Chrift, did for his love 
endure the crucifying their fins, the morti- 
fication of their appetites, the contradict 
tions and death of their moft violent and 
natural defires : That all the good we have, 
ig derived from Gpd^s love to usj andaU 
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the good we can hope for, is the efFeft of 
his love, and can defcend only upon them 
that love him : That by his love it is, that 
we receive the holy Jefua; and by his love 
we receive the bleffed fpirit ; and by his love 
we feel peace and joy within our felves ; 
and by his love we receive the n>yfteriou8 
facrament of Chrift's body and blood. Ancf 
what can be greater, than that from the 
goodnefs and love of God, we receive 
Jefus Chrift, and the Holy Ghoft, and the 
adpption and inheritance of fons, and to be 
co-heirs with Chrift, and to have pardon 
of our fins, and a divine nature, and re?- 
ftraining grace, and the grace of fandifi- 
cation, and reft and peace within us, and a 
certain expedation of glory? Who can 
chufe but love him, who, when we had 
provoked him exceedingly, fent his fon to 
die for us, that we might live with him ; 
who doth fo defire to pardon and fave us, 
that he hath appointed his only fon con- 
tinually to intercede for us ? That his love 
is fo great, that he off^ers us great kindnefs, 
and intreats us to be happy, and makes 
many decrees in heaven concerning the in- 
tereft of pur fouls, and the v^ry provifion 

for 
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for aad fupport of our pcrfons : That he 
fends his angels to attend upon his fervanls, 
Und to be their guard and their guide in all 
their dangers and diftreffes: That he it; is, 
that makes all the creatures fervc us ; and 
takes care of ourfleeps; and prcferYcs all 
plants and elements^ all minerals and ve- 
getables, all beafts and birds, all fifhes and 
iniefks, for food to us and for ornament, 
for phyfick and inftrudion, for variety and 
wonder, for delight and for religion : That 
as God is all good in himfelf, and all good 
to us; fo^ is directly contrary to God^ to 
rcafon, to religion, to fafety, and pleafure, 
and felicity. 

And now is the time particularly, be- 
yond which the fick man muft by no means 
defer to make rejikutian of all his unjuft 
pofleffions, or other mens rights ; and fatis- 
faftions for all injuries and violences, ac- 
cording to his obligation and poffibilities. 
Above all fingle a£ks of this exercife, we 
are concerned to fee, that nothing of other 
mens goods ftick to us ; but let us fhake it 
off, as we would a burning coal from our 
flefh ; for it will deftroy us, it will carry a 
curfc with us, and leave a curie behind us. 

Thofe 
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Thofe who by our means or importunity 
have become vkious, wc mufft cjchort to 
repentance and an holy life; thofe whom 
•we hare cheated into crimes, we muft re- 
ftore to a right undcrftanding ; thofe who 
are by violence or intereft led captive by us 
to any indecency, we muft reftorc to their 
liberty, and encourage to the profecutic«i erf* 
holinefs. We muft difcover and confefe 
opr fraud and unlawful arts, ceafe our vio- 
lence^ and give as many advantages to vir- 
tue a§ we have done to vicioufnefs. We 
muft make recompcnce for fuch wrongs as 
we cannot repair in kind j and reftore every 
man (as much as we can) to that good con- 
dition from which we have removed him ; 
reftore his fame, fofar as it is in our power ; 
give back his goods, and take off all unjuft 
invafions of his eftalq ; pay debts j fatisfy 
for our fraud and injuftice, as far as we can, 
and as foon. Otherwife this alone is weight 
enough to fink us into perdition. 

And having thus difpofed himfelf, let 
the fick man be reconciled to all thofe, in 
whom he knows or fufpeds any degrees of 
anger, or malice, or difpleafure towards 
him J fubmitting himfelf to thofe with 
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bumiUtyi whom he unworthily? hath dif- 
pjeafbd ; and offering pardon to thofe that 
have difpleafed him. 

And after thefe preparatives, he may 
with piety and confidence refign his foul 
into the hands of God, to be depofitcd in 
holy receptacles till the day of the reftitu- 
tion of all things ; and in the mean time, 
with a quiet fpirit, defcend iijto that ftate 
which is the lot of all men, whfere kings 
and conquerors have laid afide their glories. 
, It only rem^ias, .that we who are yet in 
health, and ha«ve fpace and opportunity 
b^ore us, fhould fa live, and by the adlions 
pf religion attend the, coming of the day 
of the Lord, that we neither be furprized, 
nor leave our dutijes imperfedt, nor our 
fins uncancelled, nor our perfons unrecon- 
ciled, nor God unappeafed : * but that when 
we defcend to our graves, we may ireft in 
the bofom of the Lord, till the manfions 
be prepared, where we fhall triupiph antJ 
rejoice eternally. 
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The Scripture evidence of a future 
judgmeot, n ' , . . 

[From Sherlock on Judgmeat.J 
HEB. IX. 27. / 

lifter tbis^ the Judgment. 

THE apoftle, having'. jobfen!cd. that 
// is appointed unto men* once to die^ 
direds our thoughts to .what ;will be the 
confequence of d/^2iXh'r'^--qfter'de{^b tke 
judgment. And a very >'gf aye. and ferious 
confideratiotk it is, if any thing- will make 
men ferious; for nothing Can be of igreatser 
concernment to us than : a ^future judgment, 
which will detertnine oilr.. final ftate • and 
condition to eteirnity. ' \ - 
• The evidences of a future judgment ak-e 
deduced, either from rec^ott^ t)r from rev^. 
lation. : By: 6ur. natural reafon we can proved 
that God will judge the world, as that:figk 
riifies,:.that God will call all -men to an ac-» 
■ f ; count 
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count for their adions, axul that he wUl re^ 
ward good men, and punifh the wicked, in 
the next world. This the heathens them- 
fdves difcDvered by the light of nature. 
They talked very much of the infernal 
judges, and of the rewards &rtd punifli-^ 
ments of good and . bad men after death ; 
and therefore in this fenfe did believe a 
future judgment. — ^But yet, the revelation 
of the gofpel has given us a more plain 
and undeniable aflurance of this, and has 
difcovered fomething more than the light 
of nature could difcovcr. The light of 
nature and it»ibn may fatisfy us, as it did 
the heathens^ that God will reward good 
men, iu»d punifii the wicked, in the next 
world ; but it cooid not (ell ua, that God 
had appointed a general day of judgtnent, 
wherein all the dead (hall rife again dut of 
their graves, and re-aAume their bodies, 
and be funimc^ed to judgment* It t<y^A 
not tell us, who (hall be our judge } with 
what glory and majefty he (hail appear ; 
and with what pomp^ and awful foltainity, 
he ihall judge us. The world knew ao-^ 
thing of this, before the gofpd wasprtfach-- 
ed i for it depends wholly upofi the wlH 

and 
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and pleafure of Gk)d, and therefore can be 
known only by revelation, 

I propofe therefore to confider in this 
difcourfe, the fcripture evidences of this 
great dodkrine. And this indeed might be 
difpatched in very fev^ words, by referring 
you to fome plain texts of Scripture^ which 
exprefsly aflert it; but I fhall dofomething 
more than this, which, if it be not necei^ 
lary for the proof of a future judgment^ 
yet will be of ufe for the better underftaild- 
ing the chriftian religion, and to rivet this 
belief fafter in our minds ; that is, I fhall 
rejMrefent to you thofe parabolical reajbnings 
whereby our Saviour infinuates this belief 
into our minds ; and fhew you, that the 
whole chriftian religion is founded on^ and 
adapted to the belief <f a future judgment^ 
knd would be a very unintelligible inflitu- 
tion withbut it. 

I BEGIN with thofe plain and exprefs 
protfs^ which the gofpel of our Saviour 
contains, of a future judgment. And fome 
few tcKts will be fufficient for this purpofe. 

This is expreftly afBrtned by St. Paul, 

Ads xvii. 3 1 .That God hath appointed a day 

I - in 
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in the "which he 110111 judge the world in righte-^ 
oufnefs. 

Our Saviour tells us that we fhall be 
judged, Matt. viL 1,2. Judge not ^ that ye 
he not judged: For with what judgment ye 
judge y ye Jhhll be judged \ and with what 
meafureye tnete^ it Jhallbe meajured unto you 
again. 

■ And, in the feme chapter, v. 22, 23. 
be fays, that in that dc^ (that is the day of 
judgment) many will fay unto me^ Lord^ 
Lord^ have we not prophejied in thy namey 
and in thy name have caji out devils ^ and in 
thy name done many wonderful works ? And 
then will I profefs unto them^ I never knew 
you ; depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Thus he tells us. Matt. xvi. 27. Thefon 
of man pall comej in the glory of his father ^ 
with his angels ; and then Jkall he reward 
every man according to his works. 

And, in Matt. xxv. 31, &c. he gives a 
lively defcription of the future judgment : 
When the fan of man Jhall come in his glory ^ 
and all the holy angels with him\ then fhall 
he fit upon the throne of his glory ; and before 
him pall be gathered all nations y and he 
fhall fepar ate them one from another^ as a 

Jhepherd 
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Jhepberd dhideth his jheep from the goats * 
and hejhall Jet the Jloeep on his right hand, 
hut the goats on the left. And then he 
judges them, and pronounces their final 
doom and fentedce according to their works 
(as it follows in that place.) 

It would be eafy to produce matty othef 
texts of Scripture to this purpofe, as every 
one knows, who is acquainted with the 
Scripture : But there is no need of it. Thefe 
few are fo exprefs^ that if we believe the 
gofpd, we muft believe that we fhall be 
judged. 

I PROCEED therefore to the next thing 
1 propofed, which was, to cotifidcr, that 
our Saviour doth not only exprefsly declare 
this, that there fhall be a judgment, but 
infinuates the belief and reafonablenefs of 
it by fome proper allufions and comparifons ; 
which is the true fcope and defign of many 

jOf his PARABLES* 

As to inftance in fome of them i In the 
19th chapter of St Luke^ he tells us of a 
certain nobleman^ who went into a far coun^, 
try, to receive for himfelf a kingdom^ and 
to return \ where he defcribcs his own 
leaving this World, and afcending into 

Vol. III. B h heaven, 
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heaven, to take poffeflion of his kingdom ; 
from whence he fhall retura again, at the 
laftday, to judge the world. This noble- 
man called his fervants^ and delivered them 
ten pounds^ and /aid unto them^ Occupy till 
I come. But his citizens hated hinty and 
fent a meffage after hitn^ foyi^g^ We will not 
have this man to reign over us. This de- 
fcribes our ftate in this world, which is a 
ftate of labour and induftry, where we 
rauft improve our mafter's money, to wit, 
all the advantages and opportunities of do- 
ing good, to his fervice and glory. Now, 
as it is reafonable to expert, when fuch a 
king returns, that he will call his fervants 
to an account, reward the diligent, and 
punifli the flothful, and deftroy his ene- 
mies ; the fame ufage we muft expedl from 
our Lord, when he returns again. He will 
judge us, will reward or punifh us, accord- 
ing to our works. 

To the fame purpofe is that parable, 
Matt. XXV. of a man travelling ifito a far 
country ; who called his fervants, and de- 
livered to. them his goods ; and at his teturn 
rewarded them proportionably td the in- 
creafe and improvement they had made, and 

punifhed 
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punifhed that wicked fervant who hid his 
talent, and made no improvement of it. * 

The parable of the unjuji Jieward^ Luk. 
xvi* who had wafted his mafter's goods, and 
was turned out of his ftewardfhip for it^ 
is founded on the fame redfon; that we are 
but ftewarda of God's gifts in this worlds 
and that God will as certainly call us to an 
account for our ftewardfhip, as an earthly 
mafter will. 

The parable of the houfeholder (Matt. 
XX.) who hired labourers into his vineyard^ 
and gave them every man a penny at night y 
fignifies to usj that in this life we mufl? 
work in God's vineyard, and finifli the 
work he has given us to do; and that at 
evening, when this life ends, God will re- 
ward us in the next; and this we may as 
certainly and reafonably expe<a from God, 
as an hired labourer expeds his wages when 
he has done his work. 

The parable of the king^ Matt.xxii. who 
made a marriage for his fon^ and fent forth 
his fervants to call them who were bidden 
to the wedding, but they refufed td comc^ 
and evil intreated his fervants, ahd flew 
them, upon which the king was wroth,- 
and fent forth his armies, and deftroyed 
B b 2 thofe 
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thofe iaurd€rere> and burnt up their city^ 
and fent and invited others ta the mar- 
riagej-— tho' it primarily refer to the 
deftru£tion of the jewifh nation, for their 
rqefting the Mcflias^ and caBing the gen- 
tiles iiito the churcb> yet is founded on 

the fame reafon, that God will |w»i#i our 
abufe o^ his grace, and of all the invita- 
tioiia of the gofpeU as a gracious, but af- 
fronted prince would punifh his fubjefts in 
fueh a cafev 

But more efpecially, the parable of the 
tpbeat and tares^ Matt, xiii . is very obfervabfe, 
bccaufe it gives an account why God dotb 
BOt deflxoy all bad men in this world, and 
yet that he will punifh the wicked, and 
reward the good, in the next world r A man 
fowed good feed in his fields and while men 
JUpt^ his enemy came and /owed tares; but 
when the Made fprung tip^ and broftght forth 
fruity then appeared the tares alfo. This 
our Saviour expounds thus : He that fowed 
goodfeed^ i« the fon of maaj ihc feld^ is 
the world; the goodfeedj are the children 
of the kingdom (that is, good chriftians); 
but the tares y are the children of the 
wicked one (that is, bad men). The enemy 

that fowed them, is the devil. -The 

fervants 
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fcrvants of the houfeholder, having in- 
formed their mafter of what had happened, 
afk him, Whether they Ihould go and ga- 
ther up the : tares ? But be faidy Nay j lefl 
while ye gather up the tares y ye root up alfo 
the wheat with them : Let them both grow 
together till the burve/l ; and in the time of 
harvefi^ I wUlJhy to the reapers^ Gather ye 
together frft the taresy affd bind them into 
bundles to hmnt them ; but. gather the wheat: 
into my barn. Which h$ thus expounds ^ 
The har^eftxs the trxA of the world j; and 
th€ reapers ire the angtls* As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burnt in the fire^ 
fo fhall it be iathc end of the world. ' The 
ioxi of maa fliall fend forth his angels^ tnA 
they fhall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which <!k) ini- 
quity ; and fliall caft them into a furnace 
of fire ; there fhall be wailing and gnafh- 
ing of teeth. Then fhaii the r%l^eous 
fliinc forth in the kingdom of their fathert 
—This, we mufl confefe, was wifely con- 
fid^^ by the hoiifeholder ; not to deftroy 
the ^hett with the tares ; but rather fufFer 
them both to grow up t<^ether till the har- 
veii,.tfaaii to pluck ujp the wheat before it 
Bb 3 fhould 
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fliould be ripe, together with the tares. And 
this is as good a reafon, why God doth not 
deftroy all bad men in this world ; hecaufe 
good and bad meh are intermixed, and all 
bad men cannot be deftroyed here, but 
good men mull lufFer with them. — But the 
tares muft not expedt to efcape thus always, 
A wife houfeholder, in the tijtie of harveft, 
will order the reapers to feparate between 
the tares and the wheat; and then the tai^es 
fl|[all be burnt, and thfe wheat gathered into 
the barn. And thus Chrift will feparate 
between gbod and bad men at the laft judg- 
ment, and allot them very different portions. 
All this is very reafonable; thus a wife man 
will do; and therefore this we ihuft expedt, 
from the wife and juft judge of the world. 
- Thus we fee in thefe parables, that our 
Saviour doth not only prove that Gk>d will 
judge the world, but convihceth us of the 
neceffity and reafonablenefe of -this, by ap- 
jMealing to the common rules of prudence 
and juftice amonfg men : Thusi alt wife and 
juft princes and houfeholders will do ; de- 
ftroy tray tors and rebels; revenge the abijfe 
of thieir i^vours ; call their ftewards to an 
at^ount; reward the labour and improve- 

ment;s 
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ments of faithful fervants, and punifh the 
flothful and unprofitable ; feparate the 
wheat and tares at harveft, tho' they grow 
up together in the fame field ; And there- 
fore thus God will do, who is not lefs wife, 
and juft, and hbly than n^en are. And 
this gives authority to all the arguments for a 
future judgment, drawn from the reafon 
and nature of things; thus our Saviour 
reafons, and thus he hath taught us to rea- 
fon. For the fundamental principle, on 
which all thefe parables reft, is this ; that 
whatever is manifeftly juft, and wife, and 
reafonable for men to do, that God will do 
and much more. 

I PROCEED now, further, in the next 
place to fhew, as I propofed, that the whole 
chrijlian religion is founded on^ and adapted 
to the belief of a future judgment^ and 
would be a very unintelligible inftitution 
without it ; and therefore this muft be a 
firft principle to all who call themfelves 
chriftians, if they underftand the religion 
theyprofefs. As to fhew this particularly : 

The chief promifes and threatnings of the 

gofpel, relate to the other world. Godli- 

nefs, indeed, hath the promife of the life 

B b 4 that 
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that now is, as well as that which is to 
come ; but the temporal promifes ma4e to 
an^ holy aad virtuous life^ are fuch as 
worldly minded men cannot much value. 
They extend no farther than food and 
raiment, therewith to be content. But who 
coyld be conteuted with fuch n fcanty pro*^ 
vifion^i while he fees the greater profperity 
of bad men, who diffolve in eafe and luxury, 
were there not an happy ftate refcrved for 
them in the next world? Where is the 
man, who would not comply with the 
devil's temptation to fall down and worfhip 
him, for all the kingdoms of the world and 
the glory of them, were he not to lofe a 
brighter ^nd a richer crown for it ? 

Sometimes, indeed, God doth blefs good 
men with great plenty and honour ; but he 
has no wher^ promifed to do fo in the gof^ 
pel of Chrift, Sometimes he doth it, not 
fo much to reward good men (for temporal 
things are not the proper rewards rf piety 
2^nd virtue), as to ferve the ends of his 
providence in the world. He takes care o£ 
good men, to fupply their wants and nc-^ 
ceffities here, which is all that a perfe<9; 
virtue requires j but he rewards them here- 
I ?ifter ? 
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after : And y^t this is not abfolutely pro- 
mifed neither ;^ for our Saviour teacheth us, 
to take up his crofs, to expefl: fufFerings 
and perfecutions for his name's fake ; and 
then we muft be ^x)ntented to want food 
and raiment, to part with houfes and lands, 
and life kfelf for his fake; and our condi- 
tion may be fo aflfli^cd and calamitous Jierc, 
that it may force us to fay^ a^ St. Paul 
doth, If in this life only we had hope^ we 
Jbotdd he of all men the moji miferable. And 
who would be the difciple of Chrift upon 
thefe terms; to fufFer fo much for him in 
this world, and to gain nothing by it in 
the next ? 

Thus, on the other hand, there is a ter- 
rible vengeance threatned againft wicked 
men in the next world ; lakes of fire and 
l^rimfione ; blacknefs of darknefs ; the worm 
that never dieth^ and the fire that never goeth 
Qut. But the gofpel doth not generally 
threaten temporal punifhments againft fin. 
Bad men, it is true^ are very often punifhed 
in this world, when the wifdom of the 
divine providence fees fit ; but they often 
efcape too, and are fometimes more profpe- 
rous than good men are here, And there 

is 
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is no efFedual threatning in the gofpeU to 
reftrain the impieties of men, but only the 
fears of the other world, and a future 
judgment ; and if we take away thefe, we 
deftroy the gofpel of our Saviour, 

And, further, we may obferve, that 
many of our Saviour^s laws are founded on 
this fame fuppoftion of a future judgment ; 
and would \\t extr'emely unreafonable, if 
there were no rewards or puhifhmcnts after 
this life. So that if we will but allow to 
him the ordinary prudence of a lawgiver, 
a future judgment muft be the foundation 
of his religion. 

If there were no other life after this, the 
only rules of our adtions would be, to live 
as long, and to 6njoy as much of this 
world as we can. But the chriftian religion 
in many cafes will not allow of this ; and 
therefore is no religion for this world, were 
there not another world to follow. 

Particularly, as to the enjoyments of this 
world : How many reftraints doth the chrif^ 
tian religion lay on us, to leffen the plea- 
fures and fatisfadions of this life ? It 
teacheth us a great indifferency to all things 
of this world : But how unreafonable would 

that 
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that be, if this world were our only place 
of happinefs ? For who can be indifferent, 
whether he be happy or not ? It commands 
us to mortify our fenfual appetites ; to cru- 
cify the flefh with its affedlions and lufts ; 
to live above the pleafures of the body j to 
pluck out our right eyes (if they offend, or 
draw us into fin), and cut off oiir right 
hands: But what reafon can there be, to 
deny our felves any of thefe enjoyments,* 
if we have no expedtation after death ? 

It forbids us to lay up for our felves 
treafures on earth; which vrould be a ftrange 
command, were there not greater treafures 
to be expedted in heaven. It forbids earth- 
ly pride and ambition, an affedlation of 
fecular honours and poWer : But why muft 
we fubmit to meannefs and contempt in this 
world, if this be the only fcene of adlion 
we fhall ever be concerned in ? For a mean 
and bafe fpirit ^ is no virtue ; and, for the ,f<'5^^H*^ 
fame reafouy it can |)e no virtue to be con- / / 1^^^ 
tented with a low fortune, to be patient V? ^^^-r'iy^I E 
under fufFerings, which if they will never \^ v*;^^ 
be rewarded, is to be patiently miferable, 
and that is fhipidity and folly. And to 
Jiave our converfation in heaven, to live 

upon 
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upon the hopes erf unfeen things, would 
be madnefe and diftra£tion, if there were 
no heaven^ and no unfeen things to be 
hoped for. 

The laws of our Saviour require us, in 
fome cafes, to facrifice the deareft interefts 
we have in this wx)rld, and life it felf, for 
his lake ; which would be a fenfelefs and 
unreasonable command, if he did not in- 
tend to bcftow a better life on us. If there 
were no other life after this ; no wife man 
would forfeit more for any religion, than 
it is worth in this world, and that would 
but reach a little way in fufFering. Nor is 
our Savioqr fo unreafonable, as to require 
it. upon thefe terms; but tells us plainly, 
Whofoever (fays: he) nvill fave his life^ jhaU 
lofe it J and v^ofoeyer will lofe his If e for ny 
fake^ Jhallfind it ; For what is a man pror- 
fted^ if be Jhall gmn the whole worldy and 
Iqfe his ownfov^U Or what Jballa man give 

in exchange for hisjhul? The rcafons of 

moft of the gofpel commands muft be fetch- 
ed wholly from the other world, and a 
future judgment; fo that altho' no fuch 
cxprefs mention had been made of a judg- 
ment to come, we (hould have had the fame 

evidence 
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evidence for if^ that we have for the chrif- 
tian religion it felf. 

* Having thus fhewn the Scripture evi- 
dence of a future judgment, let us be per- 
fuaded from hence, to improve this belief 
for the government of our lives j for that 
is the only end of faith and knowledge. 

Let us therefore endeavour to live as it 
becomes thofe who fliall certainly be judged. 

Let all our adions be conduded with 
great confideration and advice. Rafhnefs and 
inadvertency, to do we know not what, in 
a heat and hurry, without confidering whe- 
ther it be good or evil, right or wrong ; 
doth not become thofe who muft be judged* 
To be judged, is to be called to an account, 
to give a reafon for what we doj and there- 
fore we ought to confider, what reafon to 
give, before we do it. It will be an ill, 
plea at the day of judgment to fay, that 
we did not confider what we did ; that we 
lived without care, without thought, and 
without obfervation. For this is no allow- 
able plea for any reafonable creature ; much. 
Icfs, for one who knows he muft be judged. 

And as we ought to aa with confideration^ 
fo we muft make it the ftanding principle 

and 
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and rule of our lives, never to do any tbing^ 
but what we can give a good account of % 
either 'what we know is our duty, or at 
leaft what we are fatisfied is very lawful* 
and innocent to be done. For if we do 
thofe things which we cannot account fory 
for which our own minds condemn us; 
how can we appear with any hope and con- 
fidence at the tribunal of God ? 

Laftly, It becomes thofe who . muft be 
judged, to judgt themfelves^ and to take a 
frequent and impartial account of their own 
lives and a<fiions. The truth is, it is im- 
poffible for any man, who knows he fhalf 
be judged, not to be very folicitous to know, 
what his judgment fhall be. And this every 
man may in a great meafure know, who 
impartially examines his own confcience. 
For fo St. John tells us: If our heart con- 
demn usy God is greater than our hearty and 
kfioweth all things ; but if our hearty (that 
is, our confcience well informed) condemn 
us noty then have we confidence towards God. 

This frequent examination of our felves, 
would keep a perpetual watch and guard 
upon our lives. After our greateft care 
and caution, a great many things will be 

haffily 
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haftily done, and faid, which we cannot 
reconcile with the rules of prudence, and 
decency, and ftri£t virtue. But he who 
frequently calls himfelf to an account, and 
obferves all thefe defeds, will attain an 
habitual caution and watchfulnefs, and im-» 
prove into great exaftnefs of converfation, 
and all the graces and beauties of virtue. 

It is a very good rule, to call our felves 
to an account every night, for what we 
have done that day. This would make us 
reverence ourfelyes, and ourown confcien- 
ces. But there is much more reafon to do 
fo, when we remember, that G<?^ obferves 
all our aftions, and will judge us for them, 
whether they be good, or whether they 
be evil. 
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That the dead, fmall and great, 
muft be judged, 

[From S H B R L o c k's Difcourfc on Judgment.] 
REV, XX. 12, 

I faw the dead, fmall and greats Jlandbe^ 
fore God. 

THESE words are fpoken of the 
general judgment at the laft day^ 
And left fome pcrfons might think them- 
felves exempt from this judgment, nameljf 
as being either too high to be called to an 
account, or, on the other hand, too low to 
be taken notice of; the author of my text 
includes both thefe fpecialljr, in his pro- 
phetical vifion of the laft judgment : Ifano 
the dead^ small and qki^t^ Jland before 
God. 

And the ^^wr^/ declarations of the Scrip- 
tures are, that ^//fliall be judged. We are 
all alike God's creatures j we are all equally 

accountable 
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accountaWeta him ; and tho* we have very 
different talents, yet we have all fome 
talent of otiher to improve for our matter's 
ufe. But becaufe thefe tVy^o forts of perfons 
I have meiitiotted- are too* apt to forget 
thiS) altho* they haVe as mtich oceafion to 
think of a judgment as any other perfons; 
I fhall ,ende£^vonr in this difcourfe to re- 
mind them of it, 

FiRst, as 't6theltich and Great. " Thefe 

irtuft all be judged, how Kftle fo6ver they 

think of it, as well as the meahcft men. 

It is true, great power and great riches 

make them reiverenced^ and adored like fo 

many deities in t&ir world ; arid thfey are 

willing to think of nothing further. AU 

xnen court and flatter them, and make -a 

great diftinGion between them and thole 

of a meaner rank and fortune ; arid this is 

apt to fwell their minds. They look down 

upon the reft of the world, as very much 

below them ; and think they merit much, 

whenever they look up to God. For fuch' 

great men as they are, to worfhip God, and 

lift up their eyes fometimes to heaven, 

they imagine is fo great an honour to God, 

Vol. III. C c and 
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and' credit to xieligiositf rthfifr a vscry \\\At 
iTOtftr!*riU.fee Accepted frpm tleein. They 
^ hUBMfi ju4i<3cttur€«^fcei||irae& hav^ great 
leii^ed for lo^'s perfoos m ^^uigmait, and 
they iu^ G^d will <x)q{kkr. tli^ ^afity 
|Q0| at¥i deaf with th^qi Uk^^ {nrmees, dr 
mobles^ er jgentlemen. So that if thefe 
nwn^eHeyisr Hill^y (hall bejodged^ yet they 
perfuade themfelves that tbeeyihall ndt be 
judged like other mea ; that God will wink 
at thpir fa4;iH5» and have re^pefi te thfeir 
i^k and qua^, as^ c^c^r then frpm 
tt^ .ftri^ obli^aJnon of ti^of<; ^fWf wfut^h 
f^C in^ for ai^eaaer ;pei?£bf^ 

gravely fnd&rioiifly^o^fi|te fui^ v^inccm-- 
csits as t^cfe^y, which f ew laion t|aife [MrofbiW 
and own^ and deffendr i^hqV thqy- iiacratly 
iatt^ tbe^$^lYie$ with^ Aich ^hcgpea, a& if too 
vifiUe. ysx their li¥e;g r £i^^^^^ Qiea ^t^ 
^ ti9 think fii0i things aa Acy ^<u?e not 
%e^ it win be ufeful to |^;eft ii5wi^ 
wtler ^thoughts to themi which i^ay ptfe* 
ipent foch ux^i^atio^ ai»4 br^pg 4^ 
^eateft tmm li^ic^ a^inder thet^we and.l99* 
f^ <>f the luture judgHAeii^ 
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For what a vain imagmation h it, tiat 
^od will fea^e regard to cartfeiy greitliefs 
'in judgiAg the world ! tcr what is this 
WDridv and dl the greatneft and glory of 
it, to him who taade it? Great atid fiaail 
4*-e kit comparative terms 5 and aothing is 
great, when compared with that whick is 
greater. Confider the glory of oar jttdgt, 
l^hen be' (hall come atteiided with myriads 
Mangels j and then think what little creep- 
ing \irofms we are to him. ^ 

We may dhferve in thi^ wkwrW, tiat ev^ry 
rank and degree of men appears confidef- 
able to thofe feelow them; but tfcofe above 
nife them as itiferiors, and are not afraid 
to judge and ciBrrefit them for their fkak^. 
And is there not a much greater diftanoe 
between Grod and the greateft emperor, 
-than there is between the greateft emperor 
and one of his meaneft fubjeds i 

And fmce man is apt to boaft of hfe 
f>ower and greatnefs; let him confider, 
who it is that made him fo, who it is tMt 
made him to differ from the meaneft beg- 
gar. Who is it that advances princes to 
the throne, and cloaths them wkh glory 
and majfefty-? Is not all power trf Cod ? 
C c 2 Are 
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I Arc thcjr n0t Ws mixufters and fervants ? 
And ^€ not all fervante accountable U> 
their mafter i And the greater their truft 
and power ist have bhey not a greater ao 
count to gi^e I And is this a reafon why 

. thej fliould give none» why they ihould be 
exempted from judgment, and from giving 
an account? 

But it is a wonderful thing to think of, 

. that any man (hould glory in power and 
greatnefsy or ims^ine himfelf too big to be 
judged by,Ood, or that God will have any 
regard ta his greatnefs in judging him,; 
for did he; but refled upon his own date 
and condition ;in this world, it would odn- 
vince him what a little inconJUderable crea* 

'tur€ he is. 

As great as any man is, he is expoied 
to every accident, to all changes and vi- 
ciflitudes of fortune. Qod can, , and very 

^ften dbes, puni(h him in this world ; and 

.then there i$ no reafon to exped that he 
will hot judg-e him ip the next. Pain and 

-ficknefs ftand in no awe of his greatnefs ; 
and death is no pdore afraid of him than of 
a beggar. Thqfe who are reverenced like 

:gpds upon earth,' mufl die like «ien; and 

" • this 
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this puts ati «hdla all their greatnefs. For 
after a little funeral pomp, is bver, aiid they 
are laid in tbeir gravra with a little more 
ceremony than meaner men, they are fbr- 
fakenofall their guards, and.retinue, and 
dependants, and are left to be a prey for 
worms. And is this the creature too great, 
to reverence and worfhip God, and taa 
big to be judged; whom worms cat, and 
beggars walk over his grave! ^ ; ' 

This is the Weak and fvn\ ftate of thef? 
greateft men on. earthl They gxjr naked^ 
and. imarmcd int6 another \irorid;' ftript of* 
their power and fortunes, of fkhes and' 
honours, which dazzled the qres of men: 
here, and iwhen tkcy are gone, 'ail meni 
fpeak theirji minds freely of the^, judge* 
theif liv^isi ind anions, arraign their me-r 
mories, and revenge their injuries upon*, 
their grafves. And when they arc beco|he^ 
little enough to j>e judged hyr^iienf furely^ 
they ar^ not too big f<ir God's judgment. 
Then the kings of the earth [\^ the author, 
of my text expreffeth it*) ar^ the great 
meni and the: riib min^ and the chief cdp^ 
pains^ a^d tbe^ mighty. Imm^ as njoetias every 

C c 3 V bondman^ 
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bttftdmoAy audneryfreemany fimltbide tbem4 
Jttues « the dems^ ^ and in the rocks of the, 
fmmntahs } and fay ta the rocks and motm-* 
tmu^ Fall on us and bide nsfrom the face, 
tf him that ftteth bn the tbrme^ and frmek 
the n»rdth of the lamb. : Fjok the great day g^ 
bis wrath is come \ and ioho fimU. be able fa 
/and? ^ 

. Let them cooTider this, all that are rich 
and great ; vfho are ib apt ta forget GoAy 
and a futurt jiidgmcmt. Riches profit not 
in the day c£ wrath. They cannot bribe 
God, a§ they do men. No power can pre- 
iTail againft the ahnigfaty. PrcAid and fwel^ 
ing titles are mere empty bnbbies^ whieb 
bttrft and vaniih into nothing in the next 
world* Men they are^ and they mufl! die^ 
like mea, and fhall be judged hke^men^ 
and hare much more reafon to think o^ 
judgment than other men have, for they 
jbate a gr»ter account to giye, and are iti 
more danger of giving a very bad account^* 
if they de not frequently aijd ferloully thinl^ 
of judgment. 

What a mighty traft, and* mighty temp- 
tation^ are .riches> and honour, and power ^ 
How much good,, and h&sfS much hurt. 
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may %h liien, do Ia the woridl Add mbal 
a fbirmidable t)])iii^ is it^ to gi^e aa aceottnt 
of aU tl^e good> that i/te migbt^iidxni^lil 
to have (fcmet and: haine not^ and^qf all 
f he «vil w6 have dane^ hf did abafe of ihofb 
bleffings of heana^ wl^ich jk were ia-t 
truftedwith todogood. . t 

Honour and power always carry fome 
^eat duties with them ; they are not mere- 
ly intended to fet fomfe meh jibovd others, 
and to command outward reverence; but 
they are for the good order and government 
of the world, to fupjM-efs and punifh Wick- 
cdnefs, and to proteft and encourage in- 
aocehce and virtue. Such men are like th6 
great iuminiries of heaven, to direffc and 
«beri(hthe world with their lighf and in- 
^ucnce. - : » 

'X\it like may be faid ofricHeis ; whicB 
is but a ftcwardihip, and we rtiUft giviei' 6ti 
account of it -^ * ' ^ 

Unto whom much is git^hi of fliem fliall 
much be requir-cd, Qnr sledouiit'tncreafesj 
as our richeSi and 'honour, and power doesJ 
For the more opportunities vs^e 'have of 
doing good, the more i^ ^peSed from tfg; 
^nd the more we have experienced the 
C c 4 divine 
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divifld-bduiity! and goodnefe^ the greatisr 
returns we owe of doty and gratitude. And 
therefoce .xidi». and great > . and powerful 
men, have more reaibh to think of judgr 
ment, than other men, becaufe they have a; 
greater account to give ; and nothing but the 
frequent and ferious thoughts of judgment» 
will enable them to ntiake ^f^d account. 

I PROCEED now to the other fort of pef^ 
fons I mentioned ; namely, thofe who are 
foor and calamitous. Thefe alfo are very 
apt to forget a future judgment, or think 
themfelves unconcerned in it. They are 
too little, they think, for judgment} as 
the others were too great. What flioijld 
God judge them for, whom he has intrufteci 
with little or nothing; who can fpare no 
time to worfliip God, for all the time they 
)iave is little enoughi to get bread in; whp 
cannot be blamed (they think), if whe^ 
they can get a little drink, they drink away 
forrow, and forget their wants and miferien 
f >r fome few moments ; or if they pilfer 
Imd fteal or lye to get bread, neceflity ba^ 
PQ law, and mak^s fqch a^iops innocent 
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ftheyhopc) in them, as are "great crimes: 
in other men* 

By fuch kind of excufes as thcfc, poor 
men excufe away all concernment about 
religion; religion is above them; rich an^ 
happy people may be at lei&ire for it, but 
they have enough to* do to live. And thus 
it isproportionably in lefs degrees of poverty. 
Every condition of life which may be called 
poor, is apt to tempt men to be carelefs of 
religion, and unmindful of a future judg- 
ment. 

Now what is to be faid to thefe men ? 
Shall we prove that poor men fhall be 
judged as well as rich ? It would be imperti- 
nent even to attempt it. For if all man- 
kind are to.be judged, the poor muft be 
judged too, if they be men. 

Are not poor men able to give an account 
of their adtiohs, and why then fhould they 
not be called to an account for them ? Are" 
they not reafonable creatures, and able to 
underftand, and give a reafon for what they" 
do? Arid why then fliould not God afk a 
reafon of them ? If they have nothing to 
give an account of, no account fliall be de^- 
pandedj bm if they have, why fhould 

they 
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tlie7>/nat g^vo^aa raccoxmt iof (what ^tfjp 
have, be it more or lefs ? Poor mea iball 
^▼ef no account ef ridies, bdcai^e ihef have 
tJbem ncM; but this 4oe« oqt biii4er> bufL 
tftiat they may. give an account of their 
poi^erty, and of thoie graces whkh become 
a poor ai|d low fof time. 
, They fhall not be exannined about their 
<^rity, wheii.thfiy had nothing to give; 
hfut they ip.ay for.th^ir.thanlrfulnefs to God« 
and to thcip benefej9;or$. Th^y fhiJl not 
be examined, how they ufed their rifjheSn 
^;^bich they had Utot j but they fnay be, bow 
they bote their poverty ; whether external 
poverty has bf aught them true poverty of 
fpirit, humility, modefly,^ patience in want 
and fuffering^,^ contentment with & ]ittie> 
fubmiffion to the will of God, "and a chear* 
fjLiI dependence on providence for their daily 
bread ; whether they have cc«aftantly prayed 
to God for the fupphy of thieir wants, as^ 
well as implored. the help aiiiaffiftance of 
the -rich: Thefc are dutids: and virtues 
which poverty teaches, add ^hich pocw: 
men ought toexercife, ctnd therefore wibich 
God may cliallcnge from them, and judge 
ihcmfbn 

It 
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It Is a Y^ry wild im^gioatiofit to tbinlc 
that poyertjr wll t%oj£cts^tn% pride^ ^nd 
ruienefi^ ami infilence j unlefe it! be a virtue 
to be proud^ when men have np temptation 
to it, ai\d haye nothing to bepToud 6f, 

Will poverty excufc; Joth and idlenefs ? 
When men hfl»ve nothing ta live by hvi 
their hands, is that a risaf^n why they^ 
Should ndt work? Whea men ate ablo'td 
worki ami g^t their own living ; is potetty 
an exeufe for begging and living idfy, 
upon- the charity and ifidtiftry of other 
jBcn ? ' . ^ 

Put abpvc all things, paverty is the«dft 
tmreafonable and fenfeieffe exijafe for irrelhi 
giojtj'fiax'neihSimg the 'worjhip cf- God, - Pbr 
certainly,' if any thing will make us fen- 
lible, how much we ftand in need of. God; 
poverty will. Rich men, whofc coffers W 
full of treafure, who have goods laid np 
for many years, are apt to forget God, be- 
eaufe they think they have ho prefent need 
of him. They have no occafion (they 
think) to beg their daily bread of him, whj 
have enough to laft their lives, and to mdin- 
^in their pofterity in luxury, whcn^ they 
^re gOnCc But methinks poor men, who 

have 
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have iKx prcmfiohs befonehaDtd^vand iknow 
not whierc tbcy fluU haVe the?c lircad the 
next day, fhouldbc veryfepfilfek tljat they 
live upon providence^ and vh^iye. nothing 
clfe to truft tp; And would not any one 
reidbnably expe€t, that fuch . men i would 
be very devout worlhippers of God, would 
pray conftantlyaqd heartily to him,. to take 
thcra into hia care, when tbey have ncJthing 
but the provicjience of God to depend on. 
One would think fuch men fhoold.aboye all 
things take care tp p^afe God, and to make 
him their friend and patron ; for if he.caft 
them off, they have no other refuge.. That 
is a profane irreligious mindindecdi: l/yhom 
want and diftrefo wiU not drive to God^ 
. So that, you fee^ religion is the bufinejfe, 
and ought to be the care of poor itien as 
well as of the rich. There are graces and 
virtues for them to cxercife, pr<Jper fOf .thpir 
ftate of life. And therefore they, iha^l be 
judged as well as the rich, ^nd ought fre-. 
quently to think of a future judgmejat, and 
to live under, the conftant a.we .and ferife 
of -it, . • . , ' '-: K -'^' ' . 

The conftant fenfe of a ftjtur« judgment 
is indeed very, npceffaj-<y for all^jmankind, to 

govern, 
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govern tbeir lives, and to prepare ^eir 
accounts; but befides this, it is of the 
^eateft ufe to poor men of any other j for 
it will in a great meafure help to cure their 
poverty, or to make it eafy. 

In ordinary cafes, a man who lives under 
a conftant fcnfc of judgment, cannot be 
poor to extremity. For the fenfe erf judgr 
ment will make him diligent, and indufr 
trious, and honefl, and frugal, and tem- 
perate, and a devout worfhipper of God ; 
which are all thriving virtues,, ind will not 
fuffer xa.jnan to be miferably poor. The 
diligent hand maketh rich ; and when it 
doth not make rich, it at leaft prevents 
poverty. Inflexible honefty gives a man 
reputation in the world, brings him into 
bufinefs and. employment, and that is a 
way to thrive. Frugality aqd temperance 
fave what is got, and increase the (lore* 
And reverence and devotion for God brings 
down bleflings on them, and gives fucce.fs 
to their honeft labours j and we know it is 
the blefEng of God which maketh rich. 

The experience of the world, as well -as 
the reafon of the thing, proves this. The 
miferable poor are generally t\ie moftcor-' 

rupt 
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rupt and profligate part of mankind, the 
very reproach of hutnan nature. Aad if 
We make any curious obfervations about it, 
we fhalt generally find, that it is not thek 
poverty which makes them wicked, but 
their wickedtteft make« them poor* You 
Ihall very raVely fee an honeft, induflxious, 
fober, pious tnan, but makes a t^erygodd 
ihift to Uve comfortably in the world, un- 
lefs the times prove very hard indeed. And 
in this cafe fuch ihduftrious poor fdklom 
want friends. For every one who knows 
them, is ready to help them. And there- 
fore poor men ought to thiik of a future 
judgment, tiot Only to fave their folds, but 
to teach them to live in the World, to de- 
liver ^m from die extreme preffures of 
want. And this is a double obligation upon 
poor perfons to think frequently <)f a future 
judgment, that it is neccffary to provide a 
comfortable fubfiftence for them ift this 
world, and to fave their fouls in the next. 

But wTiether this remove their poverty 
or no, it will fupport them under it, and 
maTce them patient and contented with their 
portion here. If they govern Acir lives 
vinder the fenfe of a future judg43aent, it 

will 
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iriU fupport them ua<kr the meannefc and 
calapities <>f their ptcfent fbrtdne> with 
bettci" hc^es. They, wift then coiitemplMt 
Lazarus in Abraham^ ^ boforo; arid comfort 
thcmlelve^ with the changeof thetr con* 
ditioa, as foon as they remove into the other 
world. There tliey flball hunger no morc^ 
nor thirft any more. Their wants and fuf- 
ferings in this world, if they bear them 
well, fhall be greatly rewarded ; and tho* 
they grovel in the dull here, they ftiall then 
ihine forth like the fun, in the kingdom of 
their father. It is a miferable conditioa 
indeed, to remove from a dunghill to hell ; 
but a dunghill is a palace, if it will ad^ 
vance us to heaven. Nothing but thefc 
things can make extreme poverty tolerable ; 
but fuch hopes as thefe will make the pooreft 
man rich and happy. 

Wherefore, let us alU both rich and 
poor, mind the bufinefs of religion; as 
being that, which will render our condition 
liappy or miferable to all eternity. Since 
W€ muft all be judged, let us live in con*- 
ftant expe^tion of it. And this is the 
condiifion which Solomon made, after a long 

and 
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and CKSiCt inquiry into the adions of men^ 
and of all- things that are done under the 
fun 2 Let us hear the cimclufioriy fays he> of 
the mhole matter \ Fear Godj and keep bis 
commandments^ for this is the whql E of man. 
For God will bring every work into judgment^ 
with every fecret things whether it be good^ 
or whether it be evil. 
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of Religious Perfectitioh. 

[From Bilhop TArLoit's Liberty of PrOphcffilig,j 

LUKE ixi 54, sSy 56* 
iaord^ ivilt thou that we command J^r^ to totni 

down from Heaven^ and con/ume them^ 

even as Elias drd? 
But he turnedy and rehuked therhy arid faidi 

Te know not what manner offpiritye are oft 
For the ./on of man is not come to dejlroy 

mens livesy but to fave them. 

THE dccafion df thefe wor^s, hk- 
turally condudls our thbughts to ttie 
tonfidcration of that important inquiry^ 
how far men iare to be jperfecuted upoil 
account of their religious principles bi* per- 
fuafionsw 

It is well known, that the Jews ahci Sa- 
taaritans were at utter variance iti refped td 
their religion.; infomuch that they would 

Vol* IIL D d hav« 
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have no kind of dealings or converfation 
one with the other. And we read in this 
chapter, that our Saviour fetting himfelf as 
if he would go to Jerufalem, fent meflen- 
gers before him; who went, and entred 
into a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for him. 

But the Samaritans, in zeal to their pro- 
feffion, would not receive him ; becaufe his 
face was as though he would go to Jeru- 
falem. 

And when his difciples James and John 
faw this, in the true vindidlive fpirit of 
prejudice and oppofition, they faid unto 
our Lord^ Lord^ wilt thou that we^ com^ 
mandjire to come down from heaven ^ andcon^ 
Jiime them^ even as Elias did ? 

But our Lord, whofe dodrine and Inftitu- 
tion was of the dired contrary influence 
and tendency, turned, and rebuked them^ 
andfaid^ Te know not what manner of fpirit 
ye are of: For the fon of man is not come to 
dejlrdy mens lives^ but to fave them. And 
no other refentment was fhewed upon this 
occafion; but they turned away, and went 
unto another village: Exhibiting herein to 
us a great example, of the demeanor to be 

ufed 
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iife4 by us towards perfons difFering from 
us in fpeculative opinions. 

Now in order to treat more clearly and 
explicitely upon this fiibjea, I firft of all 
lay down this propofition and diftindion : 
That no chrijiian ought to be put to death, 
or otherwife direSlly perfecutedfor his opinion, 
which doth not teach wickednefs or impiety. 
If it plainly and apparently brings in a 
crime, and he himfelf doth a6t it, or 
encourage it; then the matter of fa(3: is 
punifliable, according to its proportion or 
malignity. As, if he preaches treafon or fe- 
dition ; his opinion is not his cxcufe, becaufe 
it introduceth a crime. A man is neverthc- 
lefs a traitor, for believing it lawful to com- 
mit treafon; and, a man is a murderer if he 
kills his brother unjuftly, altho* he thinks 
he doth God good fervice in it. Matters of 
fadt are equally judicable, whether the prin- 
ciple of them be from within or from with- 
out. And if a man could pretend to in- 
nocence, in being fcditious, blafphembus, 
or perjured, by perfuading himfelf that it 
is lawful ; there would be as great a gate 
opened to all iniquity, as would entertain 
D d 2 all 
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all the pretences, the defignsi the impo^ 
tures, and difguifes of the world. 

And therefore God hath taken order, that 
all rules concerning matters of faft and 
good life fhall be fb clearly fet forth, that 
without the crime of the man, he cannot 
be ignorant of all his practical duty. And 
therefore the apoftles and primitive teachers 
made no fcruple of condemning fuch per- 
fens for hereticks, as did patronize a fin. 
He that teacheth others to fin, is worfc than 
he that commits the crime ; as much worfe, 
as the mifchief is more univerfal, or a& a 
fountain is greater than a drop of water 
taken from it. 

He that writes treafon, or preaches 
fedition, and perfuades it to the people, is 
thegreateft tray tor and incendiary; and his 
opinion in that refpe£t is the fountain of a 
fin, and therefore could not be entertained 
in his underftanding upon wcaknefs, or 
innocent prgudice. He cannot, from Scrips 
ture or divine revelation, have any pretence, 
to colour that fo fairly, as to feduce either a 
wife or an honeft man. 

If it refts in the mind, and goes no fiir-* 
ther i it is not cognizable by human judica- 
ture: 
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ture : But if it be publifhed, and comes 
from the thought into adkion ; then it be- 
comes matter of fad in principle and in 
perfuafiony and is juft fo punifhable, as is 
the crime that it perfuades. Such were they, 
of whom St. Paul * complains, who brought 
in damnable dodlrines and herefies ; and his 
wiftiing them to be cut off, is juft concern- 
ing them, take it in any fenfe of rigour 
and feverity, fo it be proportionable to the 
crime, or criminal dodrine. Such were 
thofe of whom God fpake in the 1 3th chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy : If any prophet tempts 
to idolatry faying^ Let us go after other Gods, 
he Jhall be Jlain. But thefe do not come 
into this queftion. But the propofition is to 
be underftood, concerning queftions difpu- 
table in the matter of underftanding ; which 
alfo, notwithftanding that law of Mofes, 
fuch falfe prophets were permitted to enter- 
taiii; as appears beyond exception, in the 
great divifions and difputes between the 
Pharifees and the Sadducees. 

It is not denied, but that certain and 
known idolatry, or any other fort oipraSli^ 
• Gal. V. 12. 
D<1 3 cal 
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r^/ impiety, together with the doftrine on 
which it is founded, may be punifhed cor- 
porally ; becaufe it is no other but matter 
of fadt : But no matter of mere opinion, 
no errors that of themfelves are not fins, 
are to be profecuted or puniftied by dej^th 
or corporal inflidlions. 

And this I pfopofe to make appear from 
the feveral confiderations following. 

Fi R ST, It is eajy for us infuch matters to 
he deceived. So long as the chriftian religion 
was a plain profefEon of the articles of be- 
lief, and a hearty profecution of the rules 
of good life ; the fewnefs of the articles, 
and the clearnefs of the rule, were the 
caufe of feldom erring. But when divinity 
is fwelled up to fo great a body, when the 
feveral queftions which the peeviflinefs and 
wantonnefs of feventeen ages have com- 
menced are brought together, and from all 
thefe queftions fomething is drawn into the 
common mafs ; it is impoflible for any in- 
duftry to confider fo many particulars, in 
the infinite numbers of queftions, as are 
neceffary to be confidered, before we can 
with certainty deterniine any. And after 

all 
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all the confider^tions which we can have in 
a whole age, we are not fure not to be 
deceived. The obfcurity of fome queftions, 
the nicety of fome articles, the intricacy of 
fome revelations, the variety of human un- 
derftandings, the windings of logick, the 
tricks of adverfaries, the fubtilty of fophif- 
ters, the^ngagement of educations, per- 
fodal affedions, the portentous number of 
writers, the infinity of authorities, the vaft- 
nefs of fome arguments (as confiding in^ 
the enumeration of many particulars), the 
uncertainty of others, the feveral degrees of 
probability, the difficulties of Scripture, the 
invalidity of the proofs of tradition, the 
oppofition of all exterior arguments to each 
other, and their open conteftation, the pub- 
lick violence done to authors and records, 
the private arts and fupplantings, the fatif- 
fyings, the indefatigable induftry of fome 
men to abufe all underftandings and all per- 
fuafions into their own opinions ; thefe, and 
thoufands more, even all the difficulty of 
things, and all the weaknefTes of man, and 
all the arts of the devil, have made it \m^ 
poffible for any man, in fo great a variety 
of matter, not to be deceived. No man 
D d 4 pretends 
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pr^ends to it but the pope ; and no man i* 
piore deccive4 t^ftn l^c is in that ye^ par- 
ficuliar^ 

From hence proceeds a danger which xsi 
f onfequent hereunto ; for if we, who are 
fo apt to be deceived* and fo infecure in our 
refolutioi^ of quefliona diiputabk> fiiould 
perfecute one difagreeing from us, we are- 
not (ure that we do not J^ht againji God^ 
For if l^is propofition he true, and perfe-i 
cqted; then, becaufe all truth is derived 
from God> this proceeding is againft God^ 
and therefore (upon Gamaliel*^ ground) 
this is not to be done, left peradventure we 
be found to fight againft God ; Of which 
becaufe we can have no fecurity in this cafe, 
Vire have aU the guilt of a doubtful or an 
uncertain confciencct For if ^here be no 
fecurity ii^ the thing, the confcience infuch, 
cafes is as uncertain as the queftion is. An4 
if the coirfcici^ce be not dovbJtfuU where, it ^ 
is uncertain; it is becaufe the man is not 
wife, but as confident aa ^oran^,.the firi^ 
without reafbn, gpd ^e fecoAd without ex- 
pufe. 

And ^ is very difproportionab^e, for a 

mai^ 



Digitized by VjOQQIC 



Serm. XXIV. OfRtltgiousPer/ecutian. 409 

, man to perfecute another certainly, for a 
propofition, th^t if he were wife, ^ he would 
know is not certain ; at leaft, the other per- 
fon may innocently be uncertain of it. If 
he be killed, he is certainly killed ; but if 
he be called heretick, it is not fo certain that 
he is an heretick. It would be good there- 
fore, that proceedings were according to 
evidence, and the rivers not fwell over the 
banks, nor a certain definitive fentence of 
death paffed upon fuch perfuafions as can- 
not certainly be defined. 

And this argument is of fo much the 
more force, becaufe we ijse, that the greateft 
perfecutions that ever . have been, were 
jigainft truth, even againft chriftianit}f it 
felf. And it was a predidion of our blefled 
Saviour, that perfecution fhould be the lot 
of true believers, And if we compute the 
experience of what chriftians have fufFered, 
^nd the prediction that truth fhould fufFer, 
with thofe few inftances of hereticks that 
have fuffered ; it is odds, but that perfecu- 
tion is on the wrong fide ; and that it is 
error and herefy that are cruel and tyranni- 
cal;, efpecially fince the truth of Jefus 
phrifl, and of his religion, is fo meek, fo 

charitable, 
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charitable, and fo merciful : And we may, 
ih this cafe, exafldy^ ufe the words of St. 
Paul, But as then^ he that was horn after 
tbefiefhy perjecuted him that was born after 
ibefpirity evejp Jo if is now ; and fo it ever 
will be till Chrift^s fecond coming. 

Further : Whoever perfecutes thofe 
that differ from him, arms all the world 
againji bimjelf when the fcale of authority 
returns to the other fide ; and then, what 
can he urge for mercy to himfelf, that fhew- 
ed none to others ? If he fays, that he is to 
be fpared becaufe he believes true, but the 
other was juftly perfecuted becaufe he was 
in error, this is f idiculdus. For his adver- 
fary as conftantly believes'him to be an here- 
tick, as he believes his adverfary to be fuch ; 
and whether he be or no, being the thing 
in queflion, of this he is not to be his own 
judge, but he that hath authority on his fide 
will be fure to judge againft him. So that 
what either fide ni^y indifferently make ufe 
of, it is good that neither of them would 
do fo ; becaufe neither fide can with reafon 
fufficient do it, in prejudice of the other. 

If a man will fay, that every man muft 

take 
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take his adventure, and if it happens for ' 
authority to be with him, he will perfecute- 
his adverfaries ; and if it turns againft him, 
he will bear it as well as he can, and hope 
for a reward of martyrdom and innocent 
fufFering : Befides that this is fo equal to be 
faid of all fides ; and befides that this is a 
way to make an eternal difunion of hearts 
and charities, and that it will make Chrif- 
tendom nothing but a flaughter houfe, and 
a perpetual butchery ; and as faft as mens 
wits grow wanton, or confident, or proud, 
or abufed, fo often there will be new exe- 
cutions and maflacres ;-^be{ides all this, it 
is moft unrcafonable and unjuft; as being^ 
contrary to thofe laws of juftice and charity 
whereby we are bound, with greater zeal to 
fpare and preferve an innocent perfon, than 
to condemn a guilty, one; and there is 
lefs malice and iniquity in fparing the guilty, 
than in condemning the good, Becaufe it 
is in the power of men, to remit a guilty 
perfon to the divine judicature, and (for 
divers caufes) not to ufe feverity; but in no 
cafe is it lawful, neither hath God at all 
given to man a power, to condemn fuch* 
perfons, as cannot be proved other than 

pious 
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pious and innocent. And therefore it is 
better, if it fhouW fo happen, that we 
fhould fpare the innocent perfon, and one 
that is aftually deceived, than that upon 
the turn of th^ wheel, the true believers 
ihould be deftroyed. 

And this very reafon, he that had autho- 
rity fufficient, and abfolute, to make laws, 
was pleafed to urge as a reafonable induce- 
ment, for the eftabliihing of that law which 
he made for the indemnity of erring per-- 
fons. It was in the parable of the tares^ 
mingled with the good feed in the lord's 
geld. The good feed are the children of 
the kingdom ; the tares are the children of 
the wicked one : Upon this comes the pre- 
cept, Gatbernot the tares by themfdves^ but 
Ut them both grow together till the barvejly 
that is, till the day of judgment. 

Moreover : To perfecute him who dif- 
fers from us, is extremely imprudent \ and 
that, whethef he be in error, or he be a 
tnie believer. If he be a true believer, then 
it is a clear cafe, that we do open violence 
to God, and his fervants, and his truth. If 

he 
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•he be in error, what greater folly and ftu- 
pidity can there be, than to give to error 
the glory of martyrdom^ and the advan- 
tages which are accidentally confequent to a 
perfecution? For as it was true of the 
martyrs of old, that the increafe of theit 
trouble was the increafe of their confidence, 
and the eftablifliment of their perfuafions • 
fo it is in ^\falfe opinions : For that an 
opinion is true or falfe, is foreign or acci- 
dental to the confequences and advantages 
it gets by being afflided. And there is a 
popular pity, that follows all perfons in 
mifery; and that compaffion breeds like- 
nef$ of affections ; and that very often pro- 
duceth likenefs of perfuafion ; and fo much 
the rather, becaufe there arifes a jealoufy 
arid pregnant fufpicion, that they who per- 
fecute an opinion are deftitute of fufficicnt 
arguments to confute it, and that the hang- 
man is the beft difputant. 

For if thofe arguments which they hava 
for their own dodrine were a fufficient 
ground of confidence and pel-fuafion, men 
would be more willing to ufe thpfe means, 
■which ve better compliances with human 
underftanding, which do more naturally 

falisfy 
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iatisfy it, which are more humane and chrlA 
dan, than that way, which f^tisfies none, 
which deftroys many, which provokes more, 
and which makes all men jealous. 

To which we may add, that thofe who 
die for their opinion, leave in all men great 
arguments of the heartinefs of their belief, 
of the confidence of their perfuafion, of 
the piety and innocency of their perfons, of 
the purity of their intention and fimplicity 
of purpofes ; that they are perfons totally 
difinterefted, and feparate from defign. 

For no intereft can be fo great, as to be 
put in balance againft a man's life and his 
foul. And he does very imprudently fprve 
his ends, who feeingly and foreknowingly 
lofeth his life in the profecution of them. 
It is juft as if a man fhould offer to die for ' 
another, upon condition he might receive 
a fum of money when he had done his 
w^ork. It is certainly an argument of a 
great love, and a great confidence, and a 
great fmcerity, and a great hope> when a 
man lays down his life in atteftation of a 
propofition. Greater love than this bath 
no man^ than to lay down his life (faith our 
Saviour). And altho' laying of s^^vager i$ 

an 
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an argument of confidence more than truths 
yet laying fucb a wager, flaking of a man^s 
foul, and pawning his life, gives an hearty 
teftimony that the perfon is honeft, refigned, 
charitable, and noble. And it may be quef- 
tioned, whether truth can do a perfon or a 
caufe more advantages, than thefe can do 
to an error. And therefore, befides the 
impiety, there is great imprudence, in ca- 
nonizing an heretick, and confecrating an 
error, by fuch means ; which were better 
preferved as encouragements of truth, and 
comforts to real and true martyrs. 

To all which we may add, that to per- 
fecute thofe that differ from us in opinion, 
is alfo unnatural^ and unreofonable. Un- 
natural ; for the underftanding being a 
thing wholly fpiritual, cannot be reftrained, 
and therefore neither can it be puniihed by 
corporal afflidions. And fince all punifli- 
ments, in a jprudent government, are in- 
fli£led upon the ofi^ender, either for cure or 
prevention ; and fince no punifhment of the 
body can cure a difeafe in the foul ; it is 
difproportionable in nature, and in all civil 

govern- 
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government, td puaifli where the putiidi-* 
inent can do no good* It may Ixr an a£k o^ 
tyranny, but never of jiiftice. For ail 
opinion is never the mdf e true cir falfe fot 
being perfecuted. Some men have believed 
it the more, as being provoked iiito a con^ 
fidence* and vexed into a refolution ; but 
the thing it felf is not the truer. And tho^ 
the executioner mly confute a man by ail 
argument not to be gaiiifaid^ yet he cannot 
convince his utiderftandiiig ; for fuch pre- 
mifes can infer no conclufion, but that of' 
a man*8 life^ And a wolf may as well 
give laws to the underftanding, as he whofe 
didates are only propounded iti violence, 
and written in blood* And a dog is as 
capable of k law as a man, if there be no 
thoice in his obedience, and lio realbn to 
dired his chotce.-^And as ^t is unnatural^ 
fo it is unreqfonablti^ that one man (hould 
force another to be of his opinion, becaufe 
he is backed with power ; as if he that cail 
kill a man cannot but be infallible t And if 
he be not, why fhould he do violence td 
that man's confcience, only becaufe he caii 
do violence to his perfon ? 

S In 
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In fhort : Force in matters of opirtioii 
can do no goody but is very apt to do Jburh 
For no man can change his opinion when 
he will ; or be fatisfied in his reafon that 
his opinion is falfe, only becaufe it is dif- 
countenanced. If* a man Could (Change his 
opinion when he has a ihind, he might cU¥fc 
many inconveniencies of his life : All HS 
fears and his forfows tvould foon difband, 
if he would but alter his opinion, whereby 
he is perfiiaded, that fiidh in slccident thslt 
afflifts him is an evil, and fuch an objeA 
formidable. Let him but believe jhimfelf 
impregnable, or that he receives a benefit 
wh6n he is plundered, difgraced, imprifonerf, 
condemned, and afflidled ; neither his fleepfe 
need to be difturbed, rior his qtiietnefs dif^ 
compofed. But if a mkn Cannot change- 
his opinion when he pleafes J nor evefi 
doth (oi heartily or refolutely, but when he 
cannot do otherwife; then, to ufe forcd, 
may make him an hypocrite, but never to 
be a right believer* 

Finally: It is one of th^ glories of 

the chrijlian religion^ that it was fo pious. 

Vol. IIL E e excellent. 
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«fic^lea^ miraculous, aadperfuafive; that 
it came vEk upoQ its own piet^and wifdom^ 
with BO other force but a torrent of argu- 
ftient» aad dpmonftrations of the fpiritr; 
like a mighty rufhing wind, to beat dowa 
aU ftrong holds^ and every high thought 
«id imagination; but towards the perfons of 
meui it was always full of meelcnefs and 
charhy, compliance and toleration, con*- 
dcfcenfion and bearing with one another^ 
re/lorin^ perfons overtake with an error^ 
in the fpirit <if meeknefsy conjidering left we 
aljb be tempted^ 

. . And it would be a mighty difparagement 
to fo glorious an inftitution, that in its? 
^principle it fhould be merciful and humane^ 
and -in the promotion and propagation of 
k fo inhuman. And it would be hnpro- 
^ble and ijureafonable, that violence ihould 
h^ ufcd in theperfuafion of one propor- 
tion,, and yet rn the perfuafion of the whole 
Kl^gion nothing like it. To do fo, may 
ferve the end of a temporal prince, but 
never promote the honour of Chrifl^s king- 
jdom, the feirfe and fpirit whereof is de- 
icribed intti^iil e^cellcAt words of St. Paul 

: : : , (with 
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(with whicii I fliall conclude) : The fervant 
if the Lord muji not Jtrivcy hut be gentU 
unto all men^ in meeknefs inJiruSling thofe 
that oppoje tbemfelves^ if God peradventure 
is)illgive them npentimce to ihe acknomled^- 
ing of the truth. 
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SERMON XXV. 

Sincerity ineffedual without a good 
Life. 

[From Clacett*s Third Volume.] 
PHIL. I. lO. 

That ye may approve things that are excellent^ 
that ye may be sincere, and ^without 
offence till the day of Chriji. 

NO man that confiders what he fays> 
pretends to the comforts of religion^ 
but upon the fuppofition of his own Jin-- 
cerity. We are afhamed, upon other terms^ 
to expe<a: the pardon of our fms,, the favour 
of ,God, and everkfting life. And indeed^ 
one main and neceffary ground of every 
good man's confidence towards God, is the 
confcience of his iincerity. So that a great 
firefs is laid upon this attainment, and in 
truth not without reafon. But therefore it 
-muft needs be of dangerous confequence, to 
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be miftaken in the judgment we maJce* of 
our felves, in reference to this quality ; and 
it is therefore equally dangerous, to be mif- 
taken in the judgment we make concerning, 
the thing it fdf. 

Every body knows wherein fihcerity fo^^ 
wards one another confifteth, that is, in per- 
forming promifes> in dealing ingenuoufly^ 
and in intending and doing that kindnefs to 
our neighbour, which we have made him 
to expedt from us. We underftand thefe 
parts of iincerity, becaufc we expedl them 
from others. Our intereft, in this cafe, 
happens to fecure us from miftake. — But 
that fincerity is of a much larger extent, 
upon which a good man builds his hope, itt 
Gvd, and his comfort at the hour of death- 
It is what comprehends alL other duty to 
God, and man, and our felves. Jt is that 
whereby his whole converfation is governed. 
It is what our Saviour^ in the parable of 
the fower, calls the hone/i and good heart. 
It is purity of intentiop, love of jhe truth, 
and impartiality in obedience. It is a far 
more excellent quality, than they reprefent 
it, who fupport their confidence of their 
own good ftate, by a perfuaiionj, that Gcd 
Ee 3 will 
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will accept of their fincerity, while the 
ways in whkh they are engaged* would 
give them little caufe pf comfort* if they 
^crc thoroughly examined and underftood. 

To avoid fuch dangerous miftjilKs, we 
muft in the firft place beware of trufting 
to imperfed accounts of fincerity ; for in-^ 
fiance* fuch aa i^\%'r^tbat a man be thefame^ 
in reaUty^ that he is in appearance. Fot 
Ao^ this is neceffary to the charader of a 
fincere man, yet it is by no means fufficient. 
If this w^e enough* then every fliamelef^ 
libertine* every bold malefa£kor* in not 
diffembling his vices to the world* were 
equally honcft with projfeflbrs of the truth^ 
and fiiiFercrs for righteoufnefs fake. Some- 
thing elfe muft be add^ to this rule* to 
make it a teft of an honeft man, that is, he 
muft pretend to piety and virtue ; and if he 
anfwerB that pretence* by inward temper 
of mind, and pradice in life* then he hath 
true fincerity. 

Neither is it fufficient for this purpofcj 
tr— /^ be true to the perfuafim we are of^ not 
omitting what in duty we believe our felve^ 
bound to do, nor doing what we believe 
our felves bound to forbear* Now tliis is alfa 

judged 
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judged abfolutely neceffary to the nature erf 
fiQcer ityr that tho' the perfuafion be artone* 
ous, a man is bound to follow it. And it 
is a vain thing to go about to prove, that a 
xti^vk ought not to follow the diifkates of his 
confcience, that he may without fin a^ 
contrary to his own judga>ent of what he 
ought to do or avoid. And the reafon i^ 
plain ; bccaufe no body can do this, but he 
is prefently confcious to himfelf of evil 
doing : And I think he has a very hard ta&t 
who undertakes to fhew, that a man may 
be honeft in that very thing, wherein he 
knows himfclf to be a knave. 

So that this is unavoidably neceflary to 
fincerhy, namely, to govern the prai^ice 
by coaicicncc, or by perfuafion, concern^ 
ing good aind evil. But then this is not 
c<M>ugh. For if it were, he that fiiould a^ 
the greatcflk vilianies, under a perfiiafion that 
they were deeds worthy of praife, woul4 
be aa honefl a man, as if bis confcience had 
l^d him to no afiUons, but what were truly 
virtuous and. good.-^But this is a conclu- 
fion that is not to be endured. It is eafy to 
difcem, how pernicious and infufferable tho 
toftfe(jjUence3 of it would be j aAd « will 
Ee4 «9I 
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not be hard to fhew, that it is in it felf falfe ; 
and therefore, that to this charsufler of a 
finccre man, that he follows his confdence 
or judgment in his pradtice, we muft add 
foinething elfe to make it compleat, and 
that is, that his judgment be rightly in- 
formed what he is to do and what he is to 
avoid in obedience to God's will, and that 
he Relieves all that truth which is neceflary 
tp fuch obedience. 

. And this is that which I fhall endeavmir 
to make out,— that iincerity doth not only 
exclude grofshypocrify, and th^t difhonefty 
of which a man cannot but be confcious to 
himfelf ; but that it implies moreover, the 
doing of that which God requires in all our 
ways, and by confequence the knowledge of 
that duty which God hath fhewn to us, and 
the belief of that truth which he hath made 
known, to bring, us to repentance, and 
thereby to falvation. 

Thefe are points neteflary to be cleared ; 
becaufe moft men do not defire they fhould 
prove true. We would be fo eafy, when 
we think of God and another world, that 
we love not to take pains enough to be fafe. 
feut be only that is upon fafe grounds, ha$ 

rcafon 
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reafon td be f^tisfied in himfelf. And there^ 
fore let me put you in mind, what thofe 
grounds are in the cafe before us, which is 
of no lefs concern tTian our everlafting fal- 
vation, 

Firft of all then ; Whatever elfe is im-- 
plied in fmcerity, it undoubtedly includes 
the keeping of God*s commandments. Wc 
truft, that God will accept the fincere doing 
of his will; but then we muft be furethat 
it be done^ and not truft in vain words, us 
if fijicerity would ferve us inftead of well 
doing. 

If we underftand what we fay, we can 
mean nothing lefs by fincerity towards God, 
than a religious fenfe of God's authority^ 
and of his infinite perfediions ; and to make 
this the end and reafon of our adtions, that 
we pleafe him in all our ways. So that it 
fignifies, a pious difpofition of mind, which 
leads us to all obedience, and which indeed 
makes our fcrvice fit to be regarded. 

And therefore it is a foolifh thing, to 
make the pretence of that, an excufe for 
many and great faults ; which, in the truth 
and reality thereof, is the undoubted caufe 
pf committing the feweft^ It (lands nc« 
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with, common fenfe to imagiae^ that iofitafi 
of rccommeodiag our obedience, it ihould 
yecommerul our fin,, to the acceptance of 
God. We may as weU thank a man for 
his good meaning, in a thing wherein ho 
bath dealt very treachcroufly, 

If it were allowable thus, for our owm 
eafe, to divide a fincere mind from a good 
Jife ; bt certainly would need a great de^^ 
of fmcerity* whofe confcience is loaded 
witfe the repetition of mcft grievous fins x 
and yet, if we will not talk abfixrdly^ he 
hath very little of it, if any at all. 

It i^ true indeed^ that a finccrc man may 
fall into heinous tranfgrefl&oa ; but thc% 
i[^ far as the temptation hath made him an 
^il doer, fo fer it bath corrupted hi& fin-* 
ferity ; and be hath qa way to return into 
the grace of Qod, but by irepentance, and 
re&)rmation. 

TheScriptwe defcrihes the uprightoefs of 
Job^ by his ffearing God, aod efcheming 
e^wiL — ^ilius St Patdh rejoicing was ground- 
ed upoii this, that be bad hia convcrfetion 
in. tihe world, in Jmptkity and. ^odJy Sincerity^ 
*^And this vary places where he prays that 
the PbHippiansTm^ \^t ^cere^ fee farthef 
I ??plain% 
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explains himfelf by adding, and without 
offence tOl the day of Chriji^ being Jilled with 
the fruits of righteoufnefi^ which are by 
yejus Chrifi^ unto the praife and glory of 
God. 

The truth is, he that prefumes upon 
his fincerity, but confiders not how he has 
lived, begins at the wrong end, For there 
is no place for that queftion, whether we 
be lincere of not, till we are firft confcious 
of well doing. When we have efchewed 
evil, and done the thing that is good; then, 
and not till then, it is reafonable to inquire, 
whether we have in thus doing been in- 
fluenced by pbus and virtuous intentions, 
or whether we have {jpoilcd aU by diredbing 
our good deeds to corrupt ends^ And tho' 
we fhould not be unwilling to admit this m 
$he general ; yet it is imppffible we ihould 
deny it, when we come to particulars* For 
inftance, we are to give alms ; not for this 
end, to be feen of men j but in obedience 
|o God, in charity to the poor, and in be- 
lief of God's rewards : But furely he is in 
1^0 condition to make this queftion. Whether 
he gives to be ften of men, who gives no 
^Ims at all. 

The 
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' The greateft difficulty is, to convince 
inei>9 that a fmcere ahd honeft mind doth 
ncceffarily fuppofc, the underjianding of 
that duty which God requires, and the be^ 
Kef of that truth which he hath revealed^ 
to bring u& to repentance and obedience. 
For it may be feid perhaps, that tho' it be 
in a man*s power, to conform his practice 
to his jiudgment ; yet his belief is not ia 
ki$. own power. If things appear to him 
othcrwife than they are, how cati he help 
that I If he be miftaken, he is rather to be 
pttkd than condemned ; it feema to be his 
Hnhappinefs, but not his fault, 

Him indeed, this may be reafonably faid 
m feveral cafes, where the miftake lies in 
things ,of lefler moment, and where, it doth 
Motlead to any evil pradtice :• And I do not 
fey, that fincerity fuppofes a man to be irte 
firom ^11 error in queftions of religion ; for 
then no man could be honeft, unlefs he 
were infallible. But then, there are fomQ 
things, in which it is not confiftent with 
the honefty of a chriftian, or of a man, to 
be deceived ; namely, where the truth is 
plain by natural reafon, cnr by particular 
revelation, and where the error is grofs, and 

of 
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df dangerous confequence; if the truth be 
propounded with due evidence, and if there 
be fufficient means to difcover the error. 

There are many points, in which it is 
evident that an honeft man cannot be mif- 
taken ; and they are fuch as thefe : That all 
men are bound to rules of common juftice: 
That children fhould honour their parents j 
and the like. Let us now fuppofe, that a 
man believes fome dodrine repugnant to 
thefe, and all other rules of moraKcy : For 
inftance, that there is no other rule of right, 
but power ; and that a man may law&lly 
do any thing that he has force enough to 
juftifyj and that, in purfuance of this pcr*- 
fuafion, he fiiouW opprefs his neighbours 
that are weaker than himfelf, and ieize 
upon all that he could fafely lay his hands 
on, without refpeft to right or wrong, pro- 
perly fo called ; I believe node of us would 
count him an honeft man, tho' he a^Sb 
according to principles which he heartiiy 
believes, but rather the farther from being, 
honeft, for being corrupted to fa great a 
degree, as to have loft the fenfe of good 
.^mdevil. Experience, as well as Scripture, 
ihews, that men may have a reprobate ferife, 
2 and 
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atid a feared coaiciecic6; that tbeir ver^ 
mind and confcieiK^e may be defiled ; that 
they may do things^ which the comincHi 
fenfe of mankind proclaims to be iixijufl: and 
wicked; while, if We belicvd What thegr 
iayof themfelveft> their own hearts reproiuch 
tibem not: Theft ^re not only widced^ but 
defperately Wicked nken i if the ti^bt that is 
in thtm be darknejs^ bow ffreat is that darh- 
nejs? In all things of this nature, it is evi^ 
dciiti that wkhmit faith and fcnofwlcdge the 
heart cannot be good. 

Be(idea> we afe to totifider, that all men 
who have natural capacity^ and means of 
underftanding God's will, are obliged to 
know it; and tiierefoi*e iincerity cannot 
coiifift with unbeJitef and ignorafllce thertof, 
Waikfe It calmot 0and with perfifting in ^xi 
iiegled cf plain ^nty. God reveaied hii? 
will to mankind, by th* light i&f nittiW^ 
afvd by the prcxn^gation of the Oofpd, xiti 
piorpofe that it mi^t be known j ami ail 
, this would ha^e bee* to no pnrpofe, if i^ 
norance might be pleaded in fexcufe, wfaeii 
%^ law is fuffii^iefktly made plain, in lU 
matters necefiary to be knowg, tbbit-H.uK 
all things necefliiry.to ialyatkm< . . 

la 
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In truth, the real caufes of unbelief and 
errors in matters of faith, are not becaufe 
the means of right knowledge are wanting j 
but they are ilich as thefe, — covetoufnefst, 
ambition, ftrite, and anger, the afFeSation 
of vain glory> the love of eafe, and plea- 
fure, partiality, and the ferving of a by-^ 
caufej and, in fliort, any inordinate affec-* 
tion whatfoever. For where fuch difpofi* 
tions as thefe reign, they corrupt the mind 
with fecret diflikes of the truth, and ex- 
tinguifh the very defire of knowing it, arid 
there can be no fincerity there. 

And this muft needs be a fatal caufe of 
unbelief and delufion, in matters of reli-» 
giom J becaufe the evidence of divine tfuth^ 
tho' it is abundantly fufEcient for the con- 
vidioaof. ingenuous and honeft minds, yet 
is not fitted to overcome the perverfenefs of' 
the. prejudiced and diflxoneft^ that have ai^ 
intereft againft it* Great is the evidence of 
religious truth; but yet that evidence is 
fuch, as may be refifted by the cavils and 
obftin^y of ixnc^xt men. For, all the 
while,, it ,i,^ ^^pflible to find out pretences 
for unbelief aiid -error, where the dodrine 
of rdigioo is fhown by never fo clear a 

light. 
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light, whilft that light is no iliofe thaii i . 
rational, but not an irrefiftible evidence. 
And then, vicious men will ftrain hard for 
fuch pretences ; becaufe religion Is alfo a 
doftrine that requires a ftrid holy life. It 
pinches the covetous man from unjuft gains. 
It forbids the voluptuous man his pleafures. 
It reftrains the injured party from revenge. 
It meets every man in his fin ; and checks 
him in his ill vray ; and will have him live 
by rules, under the fevereft penalties. 

And this is the true reafon, why fome 
try to eafe themfelves by unbelief; and 
others, by a falfe way of religion of their 
own contriving, that unties the cord, and 
gives fome relaxation from the ftrldnefs of 
the true religion. 

So that, an bonefi mind is requifite to the 
underftanding and believing of the things 
of God ; and unbelief and error cannot 
confift with fmcerity, where infincerity is 
the caufe of it. 

Wherefore, by way of application of 
this difcourfe, let us be exhorted to get that 
honefi and good hearty v^hich is the gre^t 
preparation for a firm faiti, aiid true intm^ 
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{edge in the things of God. And the firft 
ftep towards this is, to put in praSice ouf 
knowledge of the plaineft things of all in 
piety and virtue. Let us fet the fear of God 
before our eyes, and the great concern of a 
judgment to come; and learn to prefer our 
ialvation hereafter, before the riches, the 
pleafures> and the honours of this world, 
before the praife of men, or even all the 
advantages of this life. Then fhall we be 
prepared, by a full purpofe of mind, to do 
whatfoever fliall appear to be God's will, 
and to receive whatfoever fliall appear to be 
God's truth. 

And when we have endeavoured to know 
that doctrine, which is to lead us into the 
performance of our duty, becaufe we would 
do it ; and have confidered our proper pre- 
judices, to remove them, and to. fet our 
felves in a better light to difcern between 
truth and error ; and have added oiir earned 
prayers to God, that he would keep us from 
being led into any dangerous miftake ; — 
then we may be confident, that no vicious 
afFedion hath polluted the purity of our 
intention to know and do our mafter^s will ; 
ind then may we walh our hands in inno- 

Vol, hi. F f cency. 
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cencyy not arrogantly boafting thereof^ bcft 
with hum^ity ap<i thaokfulaefs, acknov** 
kdging the gift andgrace irf God, in giving 
us the hope of eternal life> in purifying tm 
by that hope, in thfi illuminating our un- 
derftandings, and guiding rf our wills by 
his good.fpirit, till he makes us meet fi>r 
himfelf. 

To conclude the whote : They are blefied 
that by this way arrive to found knowledge, 
namely, by the cleatifing of their aftions, 
and the purifying of their intentions, a 
way that will lead them not only to know- 
ledge, but to falvation. Whereas if wc 
depart from God, by an impure mind, and 
a wicked life; we are in a certain way of 
damnation, tho' the truth of every queftion 
in religion were revealed to us by an angel, 
or by the immediate infpiration of the Holy 
Ghoft. 

But bleffed are the righteous in that in- 
tegrity of theirs, and in that good confcience 
of their own fincerity, which, like light, 
flieweth it felf^ as well as ather things. It 
gives them that eafe and peace, and thdfe 
pure delights, which the world cannot take 
away. It makes their poverty, and their 
4 ficknefs> 
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ficknefs, better than the health and prof- 
perity of other men ; yea, even their death 
more defirable, than the pleafures of Hfe. 

When flatterers forfake us, nay, and 
when our true friends cannot profit us; 
our honefty and fincerity will be a true 
friend indeed, and ftick by us to the laft, 
and it makes God to be our friend for ever. 
For they are blefled, that are fincere; be- 
caufe fuch are qualified for. the happinefs 
and everlafting reward of the future life, 
and to appear before the great all-feeing 
God, who fearches the heart, and trieththe 
reins, and to whom nothing will ferve to 
recommend us without real integrity: For, 
as our Saviour tells us, the pure in heart 
2iVt l\it blefed that Jhall fee God : That ih^W 
be our immenfe reward, if we be fincere 
and without offence before him," and our 
hearts be right in his fight. 
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